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LETTERS 

Of 

MISS RIVERSDALE. 



THE JOURNAL C0NTfNt7£D« 

July ijth. — IT is fcarcely poffible to dc- 
fcribe to you the aftoniOiment that thci unex- 
peAed "appearance of Colonel Malcolm pro- 
duced in every countenance : mine wa$, how- 
ever, I believe, the only one, in which fatis- 
faftion was blended with it. But the cloud 
that hung over his br^w inilantly damped 
the. expreffion of my joy, and brought forci- 
bly into my mind all the mean fufpicions, 
that had fo lately diftrelTed a|id humbled me. 

My mother and I ftarted up at the fame 
moment to meet him ; " Colonel Malcolm !'* 
we both exclaimed. " How wonderful !** 
added (he. 

" More fo, than agreeable," replied he, 
" if I may judge by the confternation I feem 
to occafion." 

" Surprife will wear various afpefts," re- 
turned my mother; — ** no change for the 
worfe in Lady Mary Melvile's fituation has, 
I hope, occafioned this fudden rttum.*' 
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^* I left her very much mended," faid he, 
*^ flie has . written to Mifs JRiverfdalei'* and 
he gravely took out a letter, which he pre- 
fented to mie. ^^ I attended her as fair as 
Plombieires," continued he, " where I wiftied 
to-fee her <iomfortably ffettled, and to judge 
of the effeAs of her firft bath. I met with 

• ■ ■ ■ • 

apL old friend; there, who was coming to Ge- 
neva for a few days, and meant afterwards to 
proceed to Vienna; — ^he offered me his com- 
pany and an agreeable conveyance, if I would 
deviat/5 fron^ my original plan ; which I ac- 
knowledge it did not require much pcrfua- 
tion to induce me to do : but," / . . 

He flopped, as if checking himfelf, in con- 
iideration of the company, from adding fome 
reproachful expreflion, that was rififig to his 

lips. 

Bpth Lady Riverfdale and I had held out 

eur hands to him upon his firft entrance ; he 
kifTed them ceremonioufly : and made a cold, 
ftifFbow'to the reft of the company, ftudi- 
oufly avoiding to take Prince Poliniki into it. 
1 offered him a chair next to me at the 
table, where we were looking over the draw- 
ings ; but he dryly anfwered, " he had ,no 
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iklll in vertUj-^ — and ftalked away to the 
window. 

I cannot defcribe my embarrafsment— the 
coldnefs of his behaviour made any particu- 
lar attention on my part highly improper ; 
at the fame time I was aware, that the want 
of it would be conftrued by him into a con- 
firaiatioh of mydifpleafure athisreturn.— 
I did not know v\(hat to do. 

The Prince had been amufing himfelf with 
examining the different drawings of mine, 
which hung round the room; perhaps to 
conceal his chagrin at this fudden apparition ; 
for he had changed colour in a very marked 
manner, at the Colonel's entrance. 

it is natural enough, that he (hould be 
alarmed at the idea of an interruption to the 
friendly intercourfe he feems to have fct his 
heart upon cultivating with me : for I realljT 
believe he is not himfelf aware of being ac- 
tuated by the fentiments, which Lady Bel* 
font thinks betrayed themfelves at the ball ; 
and he cannot forefee, that 1 mean to fecure 
to him a continuance of the acquaintance, 
upon as intimate a footing as he ought to. 
wi(h it J by the perfect candour, and cxpli- 

B 2 
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citnefs, with which I (hall lay every thing open 
to Colonel Malcolm, who will, no doubts- 
when informed of all the little traits of tlie 
goodnefs o( the Prince'3 heart, be perfedtly 
fatisfied, that no improper thought or wi(h 
can ever harbour there. And as to me, how- 
ever he might fear my becoming a dupe to a 
defigner, he will not apprehend, that 1 (hould 
voluntarily expofe myfelftojnifchief, when I 
acquaint him with the pains Ibave taken, to 
s^void every impropriety in his abfence. This 
I (hall clearly and candidly explain, the very 
firft opportunity I have, as I meant to have 
done by letter; but he is not come this 
morning, which is extraordinary. 

I fat up fcribbling great part of the night, 
that I might bring up my journal to this 
day; and am now continuing it, whild in 
cxpcftatipn of the Colonel. My heart beats 
at the apprehen(ion of his coming; becaufe 
bis firft difpleafure may. be violent, before I 
can bring him to hear me, It was be(ides vn- 
fortunately increafed, as J wa? going to tell 
you, by the Prince's being very lavifli of the 
^raife he beftowed upon my drawings. He 
b^ inquired, whether that which h^ngs in 
the iuiddle over the barpfichord were t^k^n 
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from nature. Upon my rifing to fee which 
he meant, Colonel Malcolm inftantly came 
up, to look at it likewife; but 1 rather fear 
it was in the view of watching whether any 
thing Height be faid, which it was intended he 
fliould not hear : when his e}'e unluckily feU ' 
upon the little fong of my compofition, with 
the Prince's impromptu at the bottom of it. 
He took it up, and read it : I can give you 
no idea of the additional (hades, that deep«> 
ened on his countenance. 

I was going to explain to him what had 
given rife to it ; but he turned his back upon 
me, fnatched up his hat, and went away. 

His departure feemed a relief to every one : 
and indeed, but for the manner of it, would 
have been fo even to me ; for his evident dif* 

■A 

pleafure, and the impoffibility of coming to 
an explanation, kept me in mifery. But now 
I anxioufly'look for him, and he does not 
come. 

Lady Mary. Melvile's letter is full of 
kindnefs and friendfhip, and, quite like 
herfelf. 



July 1 Zth. — I have gone througjA z. tcvc^^ 
diftrei9f/7^ fccne, my dear broiVvei \ ^tv\ «0l 

B 3 
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ftill too much difturbed, to give you a very 
diftindt account of it, although it pafled in 
the morning. 



I laid down my pen, aa>d have been endea- 
vouring to coUeft my thoughts. I am now 
more compofed, and will attempt to relate 
what has pafled.. : 

Colonel Malcolm came, agitated almoft 
to madnefs ;— rage feem^dtb choak his utter- 
ancer— his afpedl was dreadful. 
X It threw me into^ fituation I can fcarcely 
defcribe : 1 wilhed to /peak — it was impofli? 
ble.. My mother was . prefept / and, nearly 
as much alarmed as myfelf, looked at him 
fome time in fijence. At length (he faid, 
V For Gpd's fake, C<donel Malcolm^ what 
jhas happened ? what is the rmtt^i ?*' 
, He ma,de no .anfwe^i but walked fu^ 
yipufly up and down the room, with his 
hsiX on, his eyes flalhfng fire — at length, 
^ folding his arms acrofs, and flopping' to look 
" at us both, he ftood/or a minute — and then, 
as if having juft caught the import of :*her 
queftion,^ he repeated, " Matter, madam ? — 
D-n-n !'* — and ftriking his forehead with his 
clenched fid, he flung himfelf upon the fofa, 
A/s eyes wildly bent on vacancy. — 
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I was terrified i but fummonQd refolu- 
tion to go to him, though hardly knowing 
what might be the refult, and tremblingly 
faid, " Can you compofe yourfelf fufficiently 
to hear me. Colonel Malcolm ?'* and I took 
hold of his arm, wifhing to foothe him. 

He threw my hand off refentfully, and,, 
ftarting up, again walked to and fro, mutter- 
ing to himfelf, " Hear you ! Death and dif- 
traftion ! I've heard too much already-r-rril 
hear nothing.'* 

I fell upon the fofa he had quittec}, and 
burft into an agony of tears.— ' -^ 

He did not heed them. •'. >vv ^ . i 

My mother again interpofed : *^:fff Sif,^ 
faid (lie, " you are determined neither to hear 
what my daughter wiflies to fay, nor to ext 
plain* the meaning of your unaccountabte 
conduft, give me leaye to tell you, that anjr 
other placie than this would be fitter for you, 
until your fenfes return a little more >ndcr 
your own command." 

"By God> this alone was. wanting!'^ 
cried he, " to add infult to injury^ -and turn 
me out of yout houfe;" and he. wis rufh- 
ing furioofly to the door; when, roufed by 
th« dread of what might cnfue, 1 eiLcWxw^^^ 
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•* What injury ? what infult. Colonel Mal- 
colm ? either explain yourfelf, or let me". . • 

" No, by Heaven !'* he fiercely inter- 
rupted, " rU be made no bubble, no wo- 
man's fool, no Ikreen for . . ** 

" Stop Sir !'* refolutely fald my mo- 
ther: " this is agoing a length I will no 
longer give way to ; and fince I fee no other 
means of bringing you to a fenfe of what is 
due either to us, or to yourfelf, we will leave 
this room to you, till we can with more pro- 
priety continue in your company.'* 

And fo faying, (he took me by the hand, 
and would have led me away ; but, interpof- 
ing, with redoubled fury, he cried out, " By 
what right are you taking Louifa from me ? 
has (he not promifed to be mine ? who fhalt 
difpute my claim ?'* and he feized my other 
iiaiid* 

** / will difpute your claim. Colonel Mai- 
cola>,** faid my mother firmly, " if this is 
your method of enforcing it : flie (hall not 
iDecome the vidim of an extorted promife, 
whilft my favour or authority has any weight/* 
. He became quite frantic — flung my hand 
from him ^ raved about the room hke a mad- 
man; beat hishe^ agdnft the wall — In (hort. 
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I was terrified beyond expreflion : — ^knowing 
at the fame time how much apparent caufc 
for jealoufy the flighteft mifreprefentation of 
what had pafled in his abfence muft have 
given, and fenfible that every word my mo- 
ther uttered made tlie matter worie, I en- 
treated her to leave to me the tafk of endea- 
vouring to pacify him, and to retire from a 
fcene tbo trying. 

" I cannot leave you to it, my child,'* 
(he cried, " it is impoffible to guefs what 

m 

this fit of madnefs may end in." 

" Of that, you Ihall foon be fatisfied," 
he exclaimed; and burft out of the roorti, 
and out of the houfe. ■ 

You may conceive, though I cannot de- 
fcribe, the (late he left us in. Horror of the 
confequences now feized upon my moth«*, 
as well as upon niyfelf. There was no form- 
ing any conjefture of what his purpofe might 
be; after pafling a confiderable time in fruit- 
lefs apprehenfion, agitation, and difcuffion, 
Ihe faid, it would be beft to fend la Grange 
after him, to watch whither he might go. 

La Grange was not within : He had been 

with his.mafter from a very .early hour in the 



r 
I 
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morning. This inftantly accounted for the 
caufe of Colonel Malcolm's violence ; — he 
had certainly from him received a detail of 
every thing that had pafled : and as. la Grange 
could only relate fa<fls, without adducing 
caufes, this madnefs was evidently the refult 
of my apparent encouragement of Prince 
Polinfki from the time of his departure. 

It inftantly ftruck us both, that he might 
be gone ftraight to the Prince ; who being 
high-fpirited, though lefs violent than the 
Colonel, would certainly brook nothing like 
an infult; and the terrifying confequences 
feemed inevitable. 

What was to be done } — 

** Let George go to his lodgings," faid my 
mother, ^^ and inquire whether he be, there : 
we fhall then be better able to judge of what 
we may^iave to fear." 

We fent George. . 

The Colonel was at home ; but had locked 
himfelf into his room, and ord^ed that no- 
.bc^y (houldgo near him. 

So fer, however, we were telieved ; and we 
endeavoured to await the iffue, as patiently as 
(bch difquietiog fehiktions would admit. 

j^bout five o'clock la*Grange came home s 
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his mafter was gone to bed, in a high fever; 
and he believed him delirious s for he raved 
inceffantly, and nobody could tell of what; 
and he feemed neither to hear nor underfta<id 
any thii^, that he or Hans could fay to him; 
had not he better go for a phyfician ? 

** Certainly," my mother faid, " if he was 
in a fever." 

As to the delirium, it did not appear to us 
in the fame light as it did to la Grange : but 
the ftrong fenfe of the mifcry, I was the. tin- 
fortunate caufe of bringing upon hira,' flalick 
fo forcibly upon my heart, that I fell into a 
ftate little lefs diftreffing than the Colonel's* 

My mother, however, contended, that I 
had nothing to reproach myfelf with ; and 
endeavoured, by eyeiy argument (he could 
think of, to convince me that his mifery was 
entirely of his own creating, and that he had 
given fuch a fpecimen both- of the violence 
and imprafticability of his temper, that it was 
better to let it work; in the hope that it 
might lead him to renounce the promifc, from 
which (he could forefee only irretrievable 
mifery. 

But, my'deareft brothei', I could not agree 

b6 > 
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^ in this way of thinking ; I am perfeftly con- 
. ; fcious, that much apparent caufe has been 
; given for his prefent anxiety : I know the 
^explanation will difpel it ; and yet it is very 
certain, that, notwithftanding all poffible at- 
tention to the propriety of my conduft in 
.his abfence, circumflances have concurred, 
to ftigmatife it with the appearance both of 
duplicity and inconftancy : andlcbuld never 
forgive myfelf for fufTering an errour to work 
upon him, for the difhonourable purpofe of 
obtaining a releafe from an engagement, per- 
haps too inconfiderately contraded, but which 
I muft ever hold (acred as my honour. 

I entreated my mother, therefore, to let me 
write to Colonel Malcolm, as I-propofed to 
have done had he not returned, the. explicit 
account of every thing that had paflcd ; fully 
perfuaded, that a fair and candid detail of the 
truth would inftantly pacify him, and reftore 
him to his fenfes. 

. I had much difficulty to obtain her con- 
currence in this ftep : but I urged it fo ftrerf- 
uoufly, that fhe at length confented ; and I 
wrote as follows : 

. ** The excefs of difpleafure you have 
jffjowD, without deigning to impart the 
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caufe, might perhaps make me appear to 
be guided by a proper fenfe of my own dig- 
nity, if I left you to the confequences of an 
errour fo injurious to me : but I .can con- 
fult only my heart, when I fee you fufFer; 
and It leads me to adopt the moft obvious 
method of relieving you from the ahxiety, 
to which j«)u are a prey ; this, but for your 
own inconfiderate violence, 1 Ihould have 
done this morning, in the hope of reftor- 
ing to you that peace of mind, which it is 
my firft objeft you fliould poflefs ; and that 
confidence in me, which I feel to be my 
due." ' 

I then ftated to him, as briefly, but as ex- 
plicitly as in my power, all that had occurred 
in regard to Prince Polinlki, fince the mo- 
ment of his departure; which I do not tranf- 
cribe, my dear Henry, as I would fave yjou 
the repetition of what you already know/ 
Then adding Lady Belfont's teftimony to 
the Prince's worth and reftitude, I conclude 
with faying, " All this was to have been im- 
parted to you, the inftant I knew where to 
direfti and believe me when I fay, that 
any part of it, which had met your dif- 
approbation, , /bouJd have beeu itQuSv^^ ^.si 
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to the uttnoft of my ability; as the chief 
ftudy of my life, after having convinced 
you of my fincerity, will ever be to fliape 
' my conduft to your wiflies." 

My mother not difapproving of the letten 
it was immediately fent. • 

I have yet np anfwer: and after giving 
you this hafty, and, I fear, incoherent account 
of the painful events of the day, I am going 
to try whether fleep will compofe my difor- 
dered Ipirits. 



July the i^th. — After a very reftlefs night, 
I was thi^ morning prefented with the follow* 
ing note : • 

** I am indeed much afhamed of my pre- 
cipitancy, and feel the force of your kind 
intention, in the explanation you have 
favoured rhe with :-^It has foothed and 
mjiCh abated my anguifh. I fee, at leaft, 
that, into whatever impropriety of condudt 
my Louifa has been unguardedly drawn, 

' her heart is not changed, and I piay ftill 
hope to retain that place in it, without 
which I cannot exift. We will talk over 
the paft calmly ; and I . make no doubt of 
convincing you, even from your own 

words, how much more reaCoiv iVvtie \^ iot 
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my miferable apprehenfions, than you are 
yourfelf aware of. I am ordered not to 
leave the houfe to' day ; which, by the im- 
patience it occafions, .1 am fure, retards 
more than it advances my recovery. O, 
Louifa ! forgive the effeds of the torture you 
occafion, and let the excefs of my adoration 
plead the excufe of the unhappy 

*' Malcolm.** 
I will not fay, Henry, that I am fatisfied 
with this note. You fee he is but half ap- 
peafed ; and feems to make it a favour, that 
he will talk over the fubjedt calmly. He 
does not acknowledge or feem aware of his 
unreafonablenefs. Surely after fuch treat- 
men as I had endured, I might have expedled, 
that my fair expojftulation would have pro- 
duced a ftronger fenfe of the injuftice done 
me, than he feems to feel. . 



zoth. — All is peace again : and I truft 
now, that it will be permanent. 

The Colonel came, looking extremely ill, 
and ftili half fullen, as if afraid of giving way 
to conviftion too e^fily. His fellow counte- 
nance and funk eye inflantly called forth all 
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the feeling, which his but half-repentant note ^ 
had checked; and I was much diftreffed. 

" You fee your power over me, Loui{a," 
faid he ; ** you deftroy and revive me at plea- 
fure : O that you would but a little more 
confider the confequences of the unguarded 
fteps into which you are betrayed !" 

" I had hoped, Colonel, that the clear and 
explicit account, contained in my letter, of 
every ftep I had taken iince your departure 
would have wholly acquitted me in your 
eyes." 

" Of intentional errour it certainly does : 
but why fo extremely fearful of fhowing 
yourfelf averfe to all connexion with Prince 
Polinfki'? You fee^ that he daily encroaches, 
•and affumes upon your facility. He can in 
no fhape do you credit; — after what has 
pafled, the world muft fet him down as your 
lover; indeed all his artifice has tended to 
inculcate the idea : for you cannot be the 
dupe of his pretended forbearance, his afFe<fted 
timidity, and his real prefumption. He 
•wiflies to be fuppofed fecretly favoured, that 
he may openly triunJph, and contemn his 
conqueft." 
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" I could not have imagined you would 
have retained fo flrong a prejudice againft 
him, after Lady Belfont's teftimony, and his 
own ingenuous, candid difplay of the honour- 
able, worthy feelings of his Tieart. *' 

" Take care, Mifs Riverfdalc ; take care,'* 
angrily interrupting me, " you are injudici- 
oufly warm in your defence.of him :*' and he 
bit his lips, and contra&ed his brow. 

" I fliould he equally fo in favour of any 
one elfe. Colonel Malcolm, whom I thought 
unjuftly accufed ; but, however, to convince 
youj that I have no wi(h to (how any civility 
to the Prince, beyond what you (hall approve, 
I will tell you, that he was lad night refufed 
admittance, at my deftre, when he called.'* 
His brow cfcared, 

** And as to all that occurred during 
your abfence," continued I, ** it had Lady 
Belfont's fanAion; who was earneftly folici- 
tous to fave me from every appearance of im- 
propriety, at the fame time tliat Ihe warned 
me againft the afFetftation and the danger of 
giving too much confequence to the Prince, 
by avoiding him in a marked manner." 
'*' Lady Belfcrnt cannot be fo deeply inter- 
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cfted in forming a clear judgment of him 
as I am ; and I think it both for your ho- 
nour and my own, that he (hould never more 
have admiffipn into this houfe." 

" Then he never (hall : will that convince 
you of my fincerity ?'* 

" You 'look as if you thought the facri- 
fice entitled you to my gratitude, Louife." 

" I fliall not confider it as a facrifice, if it 
anfwer the purpofe of making you eafy.*' 

*' It is purely foi? your own fake, Louifa, 
that I urge you to refent his conduft, which 
is that of a forward, audacious puppy, who 
has no other view but to make a fool of you, 
and then laugh at your unfufpedting credu- 
lity." 

" I have no reafon to think fo. Colonel 
Malcolm ; — but it is immaterial to me what 
his views are, provided I. can fet you at eafe 
by difregarding them." 

** You will then both (hun him when 
you meet him, avoid all converfation, and 
evince by your looks and manner, that you 
are aware of his prefumption, and defpife him 
as he deferves." 

^* I will put all thecoldnefs into my man- 
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ner that can check forwardnels; but, for my 
own fake, you would not, I imagine, wifti me 
to behave with rudenefs.'*, 

*' I do not underftand*thefe very nice dif- 
tlnftions ; but I will confide in your fince- 
rlty, my lovely Louifa;" and he kiffed my 
hand with apparent returning fatisfadtion. 
And then, as ufual, he exhaufted every ex* 
preflion of love and adoration ; expatiated 
upon his fufferings, arid the unfpeakable mi- 
feries of abfence. 

I faw him but juft reftored to fome degree 
of tranquillity, land could not bear to difturb 
it again, at that moment, by the mention of 
my own caufe of complaint ^ainft him, for 
the un\yorthy fufpicions entertained and be- 
trayed at old Catherine's : but I fhall cer- 
tainly feek an opportunity of making him 
fenfible of their impropriety, before he leaves 
Geneva. 

I own to you, my dear brother, that it is 
not without reluftance I give up Prince 
Polinfki's acquaintance : little indeed has he 
deferved fuch a return for the flattering 
proofs of ^efteem and friendly regard he has 
teftified for me. I deeply regret the difap- 
pointment of not being able to m^^ \X\^ 
Colonel fenfible of his uncommoiv >nox\>cvs ^^ 
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the fame time Ifeel I am doing right, and 
have no choice left. 

The Prince came again in the evening, and 
was refufed admittance. George brought in 
word he had called ; — Colonel Malcolm^s 
countenance wore the glow of triumph. Why 
fliould it ? too well he knows he can now 
conftrain me to any thing ; and I muft fub- 
mit : but it would be more generous, and 
better underftood, perhj^s, to place that con^ 
fidence in me, which would enhance the 
value of my preference of him. I thought 
he was generous, Henry — I do not know 
how it is — perhaps the fpirit of contradiftion^ 
fo natural to my fex, is at work in me ; but 
I think there is fomething fo cruelly morti* 
lying in unmerited fufpicion, that, if any 
thing could impel me to aft wrong, it would 
be the fuppofing me capable of afting fo. 

I believe, however, felf-love would keep 
me from that fort of revenge too : but I am 
not quite at peace with either the Colonel or 
myfelf. 

Madame d'Urtife came this evening and 
Mr. Burnaby with her. My mother received, 
them very coolly indeed. The flirtation is 
out oi all meafure, and all decency ; fcarccly 
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any one fpoke to them the whole evening ; 
but they feemed quite fufficient to themfelves, 
and impenetrable to any fenfe of propriety. 

. My mother alked Mr. Burnaby pointedly, 
whether it was partiality to her own count r}% 
that prevented /us Lady from accompanying 
him in his travels. He coloured, and faid, 
(he was not in a ftate of health, or at a time 
of life, to have any great reli(h for foreign 
pfeafures. 

Madame d'Urtife did not look either fur- 
prifed or difconcerted ; fo the knowledge of 
his-fituatioh was propably not new to her. 
Her infatuation feeras wholly unaccountable ; 
flie is entirely abforbed in the gratification 
afforded to her vanity by his admiration; 
and he fhows a jcaloufy of her even fpeaking 
or looking, for an inftant, from him. 

Lady Belfont fays, (he once committed 
fome thoughts to paper, for the ufe of a much 
more fenfible woman than Madame d'Urtife, 
whom (he thought in danger of being led 
aftrayby an unwarrantable partiality j and 
(he would lend them to me for my mother's, 
and my perufal 5 and if we thought they could 
have any efFeft in the prefent cafe, they were 
at our (ervicc Xo do with as we pVeafed. "ft^iX 
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I fear it is too late, to avert Madame d'Urtife's 
fate i yet I cannot believe her to be altogether 
dejftitute of principle, and the attempt is cer- 
tainly worth- making. . 



21^. — I have had another very unplea- 
lant difcuflion with the Colonel. He will 
by no means acknowledge, that I have 
any jtcft grounds of complaint on the dif- 
covery of his mean fufpicions of me at Ca- 
th^rinje's. 

He was outrageous at her having betrayed 
him-; but he vindicates the fteps he took, and. 
niaintains, that jealoufy is inherent to love 
as exceffive as his. 

There might be a /pedes of jealoufy, I 
allowed, originating in diffidence of onefelf, 
which was highly flattering to its pbjeift; 
but where it feemed to proceed from want 
of confidence in the perfon beloved, or want 
of efteem, it was humiliating almoft beyond 
endurance. f 

He contended, that it was not deficiency 
of efteem, but a dread of my youth and inex- 
perience laying me open to artifices, of which 
I could not be aware. 
, 1 faid he had once done me the honour^ 
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to think my miiid formed beyond my years : 
and, although my inexperience of the world 
might expofe me to fnares, which I could not 
difcern ; yet hejnight truft both (o my prin- 
ciples and to my candour for faving me from 
them, the inftant they became manifeft. 

He could have no doubt, he told me, 
either of my'principles, or of my candour ; but 
that fuch were frequently, and aimoft imper- 
ceptibly to ourfelves, contaminated by inter- 
courfe with the world ; and that it was the 
fafeft methpd, certainly, to guard a young 
perfon even from the knowledge of the depra- 
vity, which pervaded human nature. 

I argued, that, if good principles were 
founded upon a bafis fo infecure as mere ig^ 
^orance of evil, I thought they were but 
little to be depended upon indeed ; becaufe 
the moment, which put them to the teft,mufl:, 
according to that dodlrine, by its nature, de- 
ftroy them; and' the chance of keeping a 
young woman what (he ou^ht to be, could 
only turn upon (hutting her up from all hu- 
man intercourfe. 

He faid, I carried his idea too far! he only 
thought it requifite, that fome clear-fighted 
and experienced friend ihould have '^^ Vi^xOc^- 
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ful eye, to ward ofT infinuating,- artful at 
tempts, fuch as Prince Pbliniki's for inftancc 
who, under the maik of ingenuous friendfhip 
had endeavournd to draw unfufpicious inno 
, cence into very dangerous fnares. 

I was hurt at the unmerited infinuation 
and replied, " I think. Colonel, after th< 
res^dinefs with which I have facrificed Prince 
Polin/ki to your anixety, againft my pwi 
convidtion, this attack upon him is noi 
generous.** 

*^ If you confider ir as a facrificey Mi(i 
Riverfdale, I difdaim it." 

" I did not mean to ufe the word in the fenfe. 
in which you take it i I meant the facrifice oi 
my own convidtion to your opinion ; and 1 
do affure you, that, if I faw the eafe refulting 
to you, which it is my only aim to enfure, 
J[ fhould never for an inftant bring my own 
opinion into competition with your flighted 
wifli ; but I cannot bear the mortification of 
being thus doubted and tormented without 
end;" — and tears of vexation forced their way 
into my eyes. 

He was foftened; and, approaching me 
with a milder look, faid, " It grieves my 
fou}, Louifa, when I diftrefs you; but if 
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you knew how I am torn between hope and 
fear, expeAation and defpair, you would pity, 
and foi^ve me — indeed you would ! all that 
gives you pain originates in the excefs of my 
paffion/' 

" I can be juft to that> and allow for it, Co- 
lonel Malcolm : why will not you place equal 
confidence in me ?" 

^^ My adored Louifa 1 I have no donfi- 
dence but in yoii^ — no hope, or expedatioa 
of happinefs but from you — all — all my 
wifhes are centred in you." 

'^ Indeed they (hall not be difappointed, 
if you will only truft me, and rely upon my 
integrity." 

He p^ffionately afiured me, that he would ; 
and at length feemed reftored to tranquility, 
and to his former dependance upon me. He 
acknowledged, that la Grange's reports had 
driven bim to the paroxyfm of madnefs I had 
feen ; but affured me, that my own candid, 
ftatcment. of every circumftance, which la 
Grange had mentioned, had perfedtly fatisfied 
him of my innocence: at the feme time, 
that the proofs of Prince Polinfki's paffion 
were fuch, as to teave no manner q§ doubt^ ix^ 
regard to him$ aind that notiung, (hort ofjftiijfi 

VOL. II. c 
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entirely dropping his acquaintance, could fa- 
tisfy him, that I was fafe from his defigns. 

I alfured him that I would : and he went 
away fatisfied. 

But not fohashe left yourLouifa. I fee but 
too plainly, nothing will ever convince him, 
that his fafety lies in my principles, and not 
in his own watchfulneis : — and the violence 
of his temper, before he can be brought to 
hear reafon, is fo very dreadful, that I know 
not what to do. 

Poor Prince Polinlki too! — ^little has his 
open, honefl conduct deierved fuch a return. 
I believe, upon the whole, however, it may be 
better for him, that our acquaintance (bould 
drop. He certainly has betrayed figns of 
ilronger intcreft, than isconiiftent with his 
fituatton. Still, that he (houid have reafon 
to think me fo very capricious, infolent, and 
ungrateful, as the change that is to take 
place in my behaviour to him muft make me 
appear, diflrefies me very much. It is hard 
to fubmit to being ill thought of by the 
worthy. But I have only my own precipi- 
tance to accufe for the difficulties, in which 
I am involved, and have therefore neither 
right of option nor complaint left me. 
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22rf.— Lady Beifont alked me to a little 
mufiCy ycfterday evening; but I concluded 
Prince Polinlki would be there, and refufed ; 
certain that I (hould pleafc Colonel Malcolm 
by it. He was pleafed ; and I again have 
hopes of at length bringing him to be fatis- 
fied with me. v 

He brought a letter, juft received from Vi- 
enna, which confirms his expedtations. His 
bufinefs will be fettled, entirely to his fatis- 
fa£tion, the inftant he arrives. 

I have declined another invitation from 
Lady Beifont to day, becaufe he fets out to 
morrow, and I did not choofe to be abfent 
from him fo many hours. But we go to Mrs. 
Freeman's this evening, and he goes with us. 
Probably the Prince may not be there ; or, 
if he ftiould, the Colonel will give him no 
opportunity of approaching me ; fo that I 
(hall find it eafy, to conduft myfelf as I wifti; 
without attracting particular obfervation. 



23^. — -I have your letter of the 5th of July, 
but cannot at this moment anfwer it *, my 

• This letter, and Louifa's intended anfwer to it, 
if exifling, have not been found. 

C 2 
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dearcft brother: I have too much to relate. — 
O ! why did I go to Mrs. Freeman's } I am 
in a greater difficulty than ever. 
, Mrs. Freema^i had planned a little mufic, 
without apprifing us of it. The Colonel and 
the Dean went with us ; and we found Lady 
Belfont, Lady Barbara, Madame d'Urtife, 
liilr. Burnaby, Lord Grantin, and Prince Po- 
lin^^i, there. 

The inftant I perceived the preparations 
for a concert, I determined to make the ex^ 
cufe of a colds which, as I had never before 
allowed myfelf to do,'without reafon,! thought 
would not be queftioned ; and it was the only 
means, that occurred to me, to avoid all 
poffibility of converfation with the Prince, 
who, I knew, wo\ild be fixed at the harpfi- 
chord the whole evening. 

Mrs. Freeman expreffed her hopes, at our 
entrance, that Lady Barbara's mufic books 
would gratify the company, by fupplying me 
with a fong. 

I anfwered, that I feared my c6ld would 
put it out of my power to fing. 

** When, Louifa," faid my mother, whom 
I had not had time to apprife of my intention, 
and its motive, ^* did I ever before know you 
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guilty of the affeftation of pleading a (ham 
cold ?" 
I was confounded. 

" Blefs me !*' exclaimed Lady Barbara, 
coming forward, " why, is not that the un- 
queftionable privilege of all us good fingers ? 
Don't relinquilh it, Mifs Riverfdale, Til (land 
by you ; — and there's poor Prince Polinfki 
in the corner yonder, with a bad head-ach — 
that's the privilege of fine harplichord play* 
crs, you know, becaufe then they can't fee 
the notes; and you'll keep each other in 
countenance : and then, perhaps, talking over 
the cold and the head-ach may prove a relief 
to both." And her looks, while (he faid 
this, were ftill more provoking than her words. 
Finding, however, that the motive for 
which I had framed my excufe was removed, 
and that I was now more likely to keep out 
of the Prince's >^ay by (inging, than by ad- 
hering to my refufal, I faid, as cheerfully as I 
could, that I would endeavour to recover my 
credit, by waving my privilege, when I found 
it contrary, to the fenfe of the company; 
and that if Lady Barbara would have the 
goodnefs to Ihow me her books, I would do 

^3 
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the utmoft to ict the hoarfenefs, which I felt 
coming on, at defiance. 

However, the hoarfenefs, which was of my 
own contrivance at firft, now in reality came 
on, from the nervous agitation I experienced, 
in the dread of what the refult of this evening 
might be. Still I refolved not to give way 
to it, and, with evident uneafinefs to myfelf, 
began a fong, accompanied by Wurmfer at the 
harpfichord, I was unable to get through it ; 
and when I turned to one that required Icfs 
exertion, Wurmfer declared it was new to 
him, and he could not play at fight. 

" Then give me leave to accompany my- 
felf," faid I, and was taking Wurmfer's place 
at the inftrument, when Mrs. Freeman ob- 
jefted, faying, " half the pleafure of hearing 
a fong is feeing the finger; and when Mifs 
Riverftlale accompanies herfelf, the defk entire- 
ly conceals her : I muft infift upon her being 
accompanied," faid (he, " and am quite furc 
the Prince's head cannot be lb bad, as to dif- 
able him from going through one fong." 

He immediately came forward, and made 
my retreat impoffible. He had before only 
made me a formal, diftant bow, and now fat 
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down to the harpficbord, without looking up, 
or fpeaking to mc. 

He accompanietl me extremely ill, fcarccly 
Teeming to know what he was about, and 
looked pale, and much agitated. 

Having finiQied my fong, I was moving 
away from the inftrument ; when Mrs. Free- 
man, who was deftined, though unintention- 
ally, to be my torment, came forward to ftop 
me. " Before you fit down," faid ihe, ** I 
muft have that duet I have heard fo much 
talked of." 

I faid, I had it not; but Lady Barbara, mif- 
chievoufly bent upon overruling all my excufes, 
faid, (he had : — ^and, running giddily to look 
for it, (he overturned the candle, and fpilt 
fome wax upon her hand. Her exclama- 
tions now drew every one about her, except 
the Prince, who was fo placed that I could 
not get pad him till he moved, which it was 
not his intention to do ; for, feizing that mo- 
ment of confufion, he pulled a paper out of 
his pocket, which he attempted to put info 
my hand ; — but I withdrew it, faying, " I 
entreat you. Sir, to let me pafs." 

Without attending to me, he laid his pa- 
per down upon the mu(ic-deik.. btlow tca^ 

C-4 
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and faid, ** It is of infinite importance to me, 
that you (hould read what I have written, 
and if you .refufe to take it, there it (hall lie : 
you ate aware of the confequences, that may 
arife from Colonel Malcolm's picking it up, 
. and I am willing to abide by whatever you 
may choofe to expofe me to." 

The obvious meaning of thefe words 
alarmed me the more, from catching the Co- 
loners eye, at that moment turned upon us. 
Perceiving the Prince to be fpeaking, he 
came forward with quicknefs. 

I had no time for recolkftion ; fear com* 
pelled me to take the paper, with the fong prt 
which it was lying, from the defk ^ determin- 
ing, however, in the fame moment, to take an 
opportunity of flipping it back into the 
Prince's pocket, before he (hould leave the 
jroom : but, as if aware of my very thoughts, 
upon feeing me in pofTeflion of the paper^ 
he inffantly ftarted up, put his handkerchief 
to his face, faying that his nofe bled; and ran 
out of the room, 

♦* Was it my moving this way, that occa- 
fioned this fudden bleeding at the nofe ?" 
aiked the Colonel, farcaftically. 

** J (hould rather imagine it to be the 
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confequcnce of the head-ach Prince Poliniki 
complained of," faid I, afiefting not to take 
his meaning. 

He darted an angry look at me, and re- 
turned back with folemnity to his place. 

The alarm which Lady Barbara had choien 
to create (for in reality (he was not hurt at all) 
having now fubfided, and the book being 
found, the next inquiry was for Prince Po- 

liniki. 

** Mifs Riverfdale has taken her opportu- 
nity to fpirit him away," faid Lady Barbara. 
I replied, forcing a fmile, that I fancied he 
had gone no farther than the next room, 
whither a ble.eding at the nofe had driven him 
" A bleeding at the heart, more likely^' . 
laid Lord Gran tin, meaning to be witty- 

Colonel Malcolm*s eyes flalhed fire. 
. Mrs. Freeman went inpurfuit of the Prince ^ 
but he had left the houfe. 

I cannot exprefs to you the perplexity and 
difpleafure I now felt. He had evidently, 
duped me into the moft improperadlion* that„ 
confidering my fituation,. I could fall into.. 
He expofed me to every violent confequence 
from the Coloners indignation, if I were dif- 
covered, or to the confcioufnefs of cair^vft^^ 

^5 
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on -a clandcftine intcrcourfe with him, if I 
concealed what paffed. I was bent upon 
returning the note — but how ? It was only- 
folded together, not fcaled . — ^how (hould I 
convince him of my not haying read it ? the 
open plan of condufk I had laid down to 
myfelf feemed to prefcribe the immediate 
communication of it to the Colonel: — but 
this did not relate (imply to myfelf; it might 
here involve a quarrel of the moft alarming 
nature. 

Wholly abforbed by thefe une^fy reflec- 
tions, I had not attended to the appearance 
of abfence which I wore. The conclufion of 
a piece of muffc, however, by awakening my 
attention, inftantly turned it, to the inference 
that might be drawn from my unguarded 
Teverie ; and, railing my eyes, } found thofc 
of the Colonel, of Lady Barbara, and of my 
mother, all fixed upon me. This added con- 
fufion to confcioufnefs : I had fallen into this 
jftate fo immediately upon the Prince*^ depar* 
ture, that it was fcarce poffibte to clear my- 
&lf from imputation. 

Lady Barbara came up to me :• — ^ Here,*** 
faid (he,fanta(lically parodying fromThomfbn,. 
»d xcpc^tiD^mth emphafis^ *' Here> 
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' With the gloom of thoughtfal reafon mix'd. 
Larks dubious pmffm'uk the feeling heart.'* 

'* My dear Mifs Rivcrfdale, you really dp 
not carry on this bufinefs well at all -, why, a 
child of ten years dd would perform her part 
better ; I fee, I (h^ be obliged to take you 
under my tuition at lad, or I (hall never 
make out my novel. Wolmar will be off, 
if you go on at this rate — fee how be ftandb^ 
yonder, 

' With clouded afpt^, and a burning cheek ^ 

Where the whole poifon'd fool malignant fiti». 

And frightens love away.* 

Thomso ir» 

^ I think your ladyQiip would (pare your 
raillery/' I replied,^ ** if you had the fmal* 
left idea how very diilreffing it is at thii^ 
moment/' 

" Nay, if you are honeft enough to cry 
peccaviy you difarm me at once i for I amr 
the mod amiable confidante in the world r 
it is only hypocrify and referve that I aim at 
beating out of the field/' 

• *' Where, with the Kght of thonghtfiil rcafon= 
mix'd. 
Shines lively fancy in the Reeling heart.'' 

C 6 
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Here Lstdy Belfbnt came towards me— 
" My dear Louifa, I am grieved to fee you 
appeair (o unweli* and have been at a lofs^ 
whether to come up, and roufe you to re- 
colled ion, or tak-e the chance of your 
thoughtfubiefs paffing unobferved^ and leave 
you quietly to recover from it/' 

/* I am aware. Lady Belfont, : that I have 
l)diaved like a fool ; but I am i^n^eakably 
diftreffed, and wiQi much to fee you for 
half an hour. I will go to your houfe to 
morrow, if you wiil receive me, after Colonel 
Malcolm's departure/' 

" I think I heard him fay, juft now, it 
Was deferred for a day," anfi^red (he. 

** Well, thin, my going to S^heron 
irWiift be out of the queftion, 'till Wednef- 
day.'^ - - 

■'*• I can fee you at your own houfe, at 
youf dreffing time, to morrbw," ' faid (he, 
kindly, "and learn what new troubles op- 
jprefs ray dear young friend.^ ' ' 

I thanked her, from the bdttorfi of nriy 

heart 5 and my motber/foon after this, arofe, 

to go away, which was a very fenfible relief 

to me* 

' The CoJonel made no attempt to accom- 
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pa&7 US home ; but, bowing coldly, as we 
pafled him, fuffered us to go, without (peak- 
ing a word. 

And, now— retired into my own room, I 
find my perplexity extreme — I know not 
what to do. Colonel Malcolm's evident 
difpleafure threatens a new ftorm, which I 
neither know how to encounter, nor to miti- 
gate. I cannot have recourfe to my mother, 
beca,ufe (he is by no means impartial ; (he 
is incenfed againft him, to a degree that 
would induce her to with I fliould.keep no 
meafures wijth him ; and (he does not kp 
the facrcdnefs of my engagement, in the 
ftrong light, in which I fee it myfelf. I am 
not of an age, (he fays,' to be bound by a 
promife fo inconfiderately given ;. but you 
will ^ree with me, that 

** Honour is mach too proud, tc catch 
At every {lender twig of nice diflindioo.^ 

— *< Thore> whofe fouls are by the nicer roleJ - 
Of virtuous delicacy qiobly fway'«i^ , 
Stand at another bar than that of laws.'' . ^ 

Thomsos^^ 

i 

In cafes of this kind, perfons mu(l judge 
for themfelves, and I muft ever abide by 
what I faid to . Lady B^ifont, that I (houkl 
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confider it as an indelible difgracet couM 
DOW be perfuaded to recede. 

Meanwhile, however^ I have locked \ 
Prince Polinfki's note in my de/k, withoi 
unfolding it ; and there I mean to keep i 
until I can have Lady Belfiont's advice he 
to wSk. 



2J\th. — Every thing combines to tormei 
me. Lady Belfont has fent me word, fl 
has a feverifh cold, and is afraid to ventu 
out ; but begs I would write, if there be ar 
particular hade in what I have to impart*^ 
To write upon fuch a fubjeft, is impo 
fible ; to enclofe the Prince's note, every W2 
dangerous; and to go to her, out of n: 
power. I expert Cok>nel Malcolm evei 
minute > and were be not to find me, when 
ought to have been anxioufly expeding hin 
it would produce fuch another fit of phrenz 
as the laft. — In Ihort,. I mufl now determir 
for myfelf ; and I believe the moft prudei 
plan, upon the whde, will be, to read' tl: 
Prince's note ; and, according to ks purpor 
/how it to the Colonel, or not r poflibly^ i: 
contents may ferve better to acquit m 
than any thing — and if not, I am but whei 
J was^ 
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I lay down my pen, to read it : — my hand- 
writing bears teftimony to the agitation I 
feel, in fo determining ; my confciencc is 
not at eafc — I was better fatisfied that I was 
right laft night, when I gained upon myfelf 

to lock it up without looking at it. 

* * * 

1 forbear all comnientary till you have 
read it. 

Prince Polinski to Louisa*. 

" Je ne viens point me plaindre, made- 
moifelle, de la durete avec laquellc on me 
refiife votre porte; je ne viens point vous 
parler de fentimens, que je n'ai peutetre 
que tfop trahis, mais qu'il m'efl egalement 

* Thoagh the common EnglKh reader might, per- 
haps, be fatisfied to have the tranilation only of the 
priace'k letters given in the text> the editor finds it 
fo difficult to do them juftice in that way, and is, be* 
tdesy fo ftrack himftlf with the pecitliar elegance of 
their tofn in the original, that he does not wifh to- 
rob the admirers of French letter-writing of the plea« 
fore that mnft be imparted to them by thefe fpecimens 
of it. The Editor. 

** I do not come to complain, madam, of the feve- 
rity, which ihuts yoor door againft me ; I do not come 
tp exprcfs fentiments, which I may, perhaps, have- 
uLvolontarily betrayed, but which I am tc^^V} y^^. 
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interdit de faire valoiry coaune a vous de 
les entendre , tnais je viens vous fupplier k 
genoux, d'ecouter la voix du plus vrai, da 
plus delinterefse de vos amis, qui vous con- 
jure de vous fouftraire au malheur qui vous 
menace, dans les liens difparates que you% 
voulez former. 

, " Lorfque vous m'avez parlee de Tengage- 
ment que vous aviez prife, j'ai ete frappe 
de votre franchife, et de votre honnetete ; et 
j'aurois, a tout prix, refpefte votre volont^ 
en filence, jufqu'au dernier moment de ma 
vie, fi j'avois vu la moindre perfpeftive, je 
ne dis pas feulement de bonheur, mais m^me 
de tranquillitc pour vous, dans retablifle- 

bibited from uttering, as you are from liflening to 
them : but I come to implore you, upon my knees, to 
liften to the voice of the trueft, of the mpft difinte- 
xtSted of your friends, who conjures you to draw back 
from thoie difproportionate ties you are contradling> 
and which can only unite you to the mod unqualified 
mifery. 

*' When firft you mentioned your engagement ta 
me, I was flruck with the franknefs and the candour 
of your acknowledgment ; and fhould ever have 
bowed to your decree in refpe£tful filence, had I per- 
ceived the fmalleft profpeft — I will not fay of happi- 
nefsj bat of common tran^uiUity>-^in the efUblilhmenC 
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ment que vous avez daignee agrcer. Mais 
des rinftant que j'ai apper^u ce fier Colonel, 
avec fes cinquante ans, famine infultante, et 
fon froid maintien, tout I'interet.que vous 
favez fi bien infpirer eft venu agir fur mon 
ccsur de maniere a I'occuper tout entier. 
Comment 1 me fuis je dit, cette Louife, fi 
4ouce, fi joli^i fi fpirituelle, fi fenfible,-^ 
petric de^Ia main des Graces — reuniffant les 
talens et rinftrudion au jugement Ic plus 
folide — Louife ! ie facrificroit ainfi ? je n'en 
revenois pas. . 

*^ Voyons au moins, me difai-je encore, fi 
fon caraA^re, fi la tournure de fon efprit la 
dedomageront de fon age, et de fon ton 

you had deigned to accept. But from the indant 
that I beheld this haughty Colonel^ with his advanced 
years, his infulting looks>and his cold demeanour, all 
the intereft, that you fo infallibly excite, came 
prefling upon my heart, and expelled every thought,. 
bat that of anxiety for your welfare. How, faid I to 
myfclf, Ihall this Louifa — fo mild— fo attractive — fo 
animated-— fo feeling— formed by the hand of the 
Graces — uniting every accomplifhment to elegant ac- 
quirements and folid fenfe — fhall (he fo facrifice her- 
fclf ? My aftonifhment was inexpreffible. 

'* Let us fee, at leaft, continued I, whether his 
temper, and the turn of his mind, will make her 
Kmeods for hi^ a^e^ and forbidding m^Ltvutx^* ^v^x* 
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brufque ? mais que devins-je ? quand je fus 
convaincu que deja fa jaloufie, fa mau^ 
vaife humeur portoit fur tout ce qui vous 
approchoit ; que vous 6ttez g^nee, timide 
devant lui, n'olant parler, ni regarder, a droite 
ni a gauche, crainte de la fc^ne, qui alloit 
s'enfuivre. Ah, mademoifelle ! fi vous aviez 
pue voir la douleur, dont j*ai 6t6 navrt k 
cette cruelle decouverte, vous jnc par- 
donneriez rindifcretion qu'elle me fatt com* 
mettre aujourdhui, en me fervant du feul 
moyen quej'ai de vous faire parvenir (tandis 
qu^il en eft encore tems) . cette remontrance* 
diftee par le zele, le refpeft et la fincferit6. 
" J'avois efpere, durant fon abfence de pou«* 

what became of me again ? when I was convinced, 
from my own obfervations, that already his j^aloufy 
and morofenefs (ho wed themfelves to all who ap» 
proachcd you ; that, in his prefence, you were con- 
flrained, timid — afraid of looking either to the right 
or to the left, in the dread of the fcene that was to 
follow. Ah, Mifs Riverfdale ! could you have been 
witnefs to the afflidion, with which this painful dif- 
covery overwhelmed me, you would forgive the im- 
propriety of which it now'makes me guilty, in taking 
this, the only method I can devife, of conveying to 
you, while it is yet time, a remenHrance, di£lated by 
zeal, as refpedful as it is fincere. 
*^ I had flattered myfelf, that daring the Coloi^d*ft 
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voir gagner affez fur votre eftime, et fur 
votre confiance, pour ofer vous dire ce que 
je fuis maintenant reduit a vous ecrire : et 
le ciel m'eft t^moin, que tous mes vceux 
portent fur votre propre bonheur : helas ! 
il n'eft que trop independant du mien, que 
ce foit Moniieur Malcolm ou un autre qui 
en ait le foin, la rigueur de mon fort ne 
me permet d'y contribuer^ que par le defin- 
terefiement le plus penible, mais le plus reel. 
** Le retour inopine de M. le Colonel a 
tout bouleverfe: je n'ai plus trouve le moyen 
de vous approcher; mais je vois — mais je 
fais que vous ^tes malheureufe, et je n'y 

abfence I might gain fuch ground in your efteem 
and confidence, as would authorize my interference, 
and give me the courage to fay to you, what I am 
now reduced to the neceffity of writing. Heaven 
is my witnefs, that your happinefs is my only ob- 
jeft : alas ! it muft ever be but too independent of 
mine. Whether Colonel Malcolm, or any other, 
be cntrufled with the care of it, the rigour of myi 
fate admits only of my contributing to it, by means 
the moft truly, though the moft painfully difmte- 
refled. 

** The unexpefted return of the Colonel has defeated 
my hopes ; I have no longer been fuffered to approach 
yon : but I fee — but I know^ that you are unhappy* and 
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puis tenir. Ah ! fongez — (bngez que c'eft 
pour la vie que vous allez vous lier ! — fon- 
gez que ces fcenes, qui ne vous tourmen- 
tent maintenant que de terns a autre, fc 
renouveleront journellement, quand il ne 
fcra pl^is retcnu par la crainte que vous ne 
lui echappiez — que fon humeur noircira en- 
core a mefure qu*il avancera en age — que 
jeune, belle, et faite pour plaire, vous at- 
tirercjzr, malgre vous, des hotnmages, dont 
chacun vous fcra un nouveau crime a fes 
yeux. Enfin, je le r6p6te — je torn be a vos 
genoux, pour vous conjurer d*6couter la voix 
de tous vos amis, qui s'explique par mon 
organc. II n'eft qu'un cri fur le compte dc 

I cannot bear it. Think-— ah, think ! that it is for 
life you are going to bind yourfelf : confider that 
thefe fcenes of jealous violence, which now only occur 
from time to time, will be renewed daily, when he is 
no longer reftrained by the fear of lofing you— that 
his temper will become worfe as he advances in age- 
that young, handfome, and formed as you are to 
pleafe, every man who approaches you, will pay a 
tribute of admiration, which will conftantly be im- 
puted to you as a fre(h crime by his unrcafonable 
jealoufy. In Ihort, I prollrate myfelf before you, to 
entreat — to conjure you, to liften to the voice of all 
your friends, who fpeak through me. There can be 
but one opinion in regard to Colonel Malcolm and 
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Monfieur Malcolm et fur le votre ; ct c'efl: 
votre prevention en fa faveur, qui peut fculc 
vous aveugler fur le fort qui vous attend. 
Ah degagez vous ! vous aurez auffitot le 
monde entier a vos pieds, et vous ne fau- 
riez manquer de faire un choix plus digne 
de vous. Je ne vous diraipas quej'aurois 
le courage d'en etre temoin. Louife, libre, 
feroit encore pour moi un objet mille fois 
plus dangereuX) que tout cequi a jufqu'ici 
aflailli ma conllance : mais j'aurois la force 
de fuir, mademoifdle ^ j'irois ou le devoir 
m*appelle, et je chercherois dans Tabfencc 
a triompher des fentimens, dont je ne mc 
permets point de vous entretenir, et a nc 

yourfelf ; and your prejudice in his favour can alone 
blind you to the fate that awaits you. — Ah ! difengage 
yourfelf from thefe unwerthy fetters, and you will 
have the world at your feet, and cannot fail of mak- 
ing a choice more adequate to your defert. I will 
not boaft, that I fhall have the courage, to be witnefs 

. to fuch an event. Louifa, free, would be an objedt 
of a thoufand times more danger, than any that has 
yet aflailed my fortitude ; hut I Ihould have refolu- 
tion fufficient to fly — I ihould go where my duty 
calls me ; I fhould endeavour to triumph, by abfcnce, 
over thofe feelings, which I muft not exprefs, and to 
enjoy thofe, which fliall have fortunately contributed 
to rcfcue you from mifery, and of which you iat.% 
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nourrir que ceux dont vous nc rougircz 
point de recevoir Phommagc; et que jc 
cherirai d'autant plus, pour m'avoir inipir6 
la hardieffe avec laquelle je viens de vous 
parler, fi le fucces couronne mon attente, 
ct que je puiffe me flatter d'avoir pr^venu 
votre malheur: et peutetre ne dedaignerez 
vous pas un jour de marquer a votre ami 
(car j'ofe m*arroger ce titre) que vous avcz 
fue lui rendrc juftice, et que fon d^finte* 
refTement lui a mferite une place dans votre 
amiti^. C'cft tout ce que je puis me per- 
mettre de demander : — Helas ! que ne puis- 
je ajouter, c'eft tout ce que je dfefire." 

Well, my dear brother \ what fay you 
now ? Is it poflible, to carry difinterefted 
zeal and generous friendfhip further ? for, 
although there is no being blind to the 
meaning of his fuppreflfed fentiments, you 
fee how very far he is from a thought of 

without blo(htng« receive the tribute. And, per- 
haps^ the time may come, that you will condefcend to 
acquaint your friend (for I venture to lay claim to 
that name), that you do juftice to his fentiments, and 
remember him with the eftecm, which his difinterefted 
attachment merits. This is all, that I muft allow 
myfelf to ajki alas! that I could add — it is all J 
m,ifhr 
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indulging them. How little did I know 
him, when I feared to read his n Jte ! how 
little did he merit my ungenerous fufpicions ! 
— Amiable prince ! What amends can I 
make for the pain I have given, and mud 
continue to give, to his feeling heart ? for he 
aiges an impoffibility : my doom is irrevo- 
cably fixed. 

You fee, that the nature of this note ab- 
folutely precludes the communication of it 
to Colonel Malcolm- I am now condemned 
to aft with a duplicity, of which the con- 
fcioufnefs is mifery to me — but what can I 
do ? The Prince, however, will foon leave 
Geneva, and that will put an end to every 
difficulty^ Meanwhile, it appears to me, 
that common gratitude calls for an anfwer 
to his kindly meant remonftrance ; though 
I (hall not give it without Lady Belfont's 
approbation : I am too ienfibly aware, how 
much I miftook my way before, to truft 

wholly to my own judgment again. 

iH * * 

The Colonel has been here, and renewed 
a fcene of violence, with the nature of which 
you are now become too well acquainted, to 
make the detail neceflfiiTy. Suffice it to fay. 
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that, after a great deal of very intem- 
perate difcuflion, and d^rading fufpicion, 
he was at length compelled to allow, that I 
could neither have taken more pains to 
avoid the Prince, nor thrown more referve 
into my manner, without marking my fitu- 
ation to the whole company ; which, I faid, 
I wifhed, for his credit, to avoid, as it would 
grieve me to have any but m5rfelf aware, 
how very unreafonable he could be. 

He had feen the Prince fpeaking to 
me — What did he fay ? 

I replied, ^^ that he had told me, he fliould 
foon remove a painful objeft out of my 
fight." 

I did not fcruple to have recourfe to thi» 
little evafion, becaufe it was calculated to 
relieve Colonel Malcolm's mind, by the idea 
of his fpeedy departure ; and, in fsdt, was 
contained in the letter, which I could neither 
(how nor acknowledge. 

" What ! is he goiiig, then ?'* exclaimed 
he, with the" utmoft " eagernefs -, " Heaven 
be praifed !'* And this unexpeftcd piece of 
good news fo appeafed him, that he became 
quite ferene, and dropped the fubjeft. 

The Colonel now propofes leaving Geneva 
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-to morrow. How is it, my dear brothcft 
that his approaching departure no longer 
raifes in me that dread of reparation, which 
I fo painfully ex|)erienced three weeks 
ago ? Am I changed ? — Am I no longer the 
grateful, affectionate Louifa, who took fuch 
delight in confidering herfeif as a pledge of 
happinefs to the friend of her family; to the 
man, to whom (he herfeif is lb highly indebted ? 
I almoft (brink from my own inveftigation : 
ftill, I find my. heart retain every friendly 
anxiety, for his welfare, that ever filled it.. I 
would facrifice any thing, to acquit the debt 
of gratitude, which I owe him : but I fear 
his happinefs is not in my power; although 
convinced of his fincerity in afferting, that 
without rjie he (hall be wretched. Many 
people, however, pafs through life very to- 
lerably, without attaining pofitive happinefs: 
indeed, it is avowedly a " phantom, that 
(iioeks our purfuit :'* peace will (land inftead 
of it ; and could I hope to fecure his, I 
(hould find my own in it : but the conftant 
recurrence of this ftifpiciqus irritability fills 
my mind with apprehenfions for the future. 
It is too late, however, to refleft upon this 
howi I have involved myfelf b^ xsvj o^^ 
VOL. u. r\ 
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|)recipitancy, and muft fubmit to my fate. 
In a choice between two evils, it is better, 
certainly, to encounter mrfery in the per- 
formance of one's duty, than in the breach 
of one*5 promife; the confcioufners of aftii^ 
right is a fupport, never to be thought lightly 
of— 

But I am very low. 



25^* — Lady Belfont is ftill confined with 
her cold. The Coloners departure is again 
delayed — and the poor Prince unanfwered. , 

I reproach myfielf feverely on his acoount. 
Such pure, difinterefted friendihip is certainly 
entitled toabet4:a"return, thanfilentnegleft!-^^ 
and he is going-*-going away, perhaps with 
,the impreffion, that I am ungrateful-i-^undc- 
ierving of his efteem — infcnfiblc to the pecu.- 
liar delicacy of his way of thinking and act- 
ing. — Surely, he has entitled himfelf to thanks 
at lead ! — This appears to me one of the-few 
pccafions, that juftify a flight deviation from 
thofe rigid rules of decorum, which prohibit 
the anfwering of a clahdedine note; and I really 
thiil^k I ought to wrtfe, particularly as it 
will give me an opportunity of pointiilgout 
jto him the danger, to which his indifcretion 
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might ^ave expofed me, and being expli( 
as to, my pofitive determination, never 
fufFer mylelf, upon any pretence, to 1 
drawn into any thing of the kind again, i 
courfe. Lady Belfont (hall fee the letter, ai 
determine upon the propriety, and the meai 
of tranfmitting it. 

I tranfcribe it for you. 

* " Je crois que fi vous aviez reilechi, mo 
fieur, i tous les inconveniens qui pouvoie 
r6fulter de la m^aniere dont vous vous y k\ 
pris pour me faire part.devos alarmes { 
mon compte, vous euffiez cherche quelq 
voie.moins reprehenfible de m'en , inftruii 
Je ne puis cependant que vous favoir gre < 
la franchife et du deiintereffement de vot 
amitie ; et je contreviens fans fcrupule ai 
regies ufitees, pour fairepreuve de mon eflin: 



i " • <* I bclifvc. Sir, that if you had coniidered \ 

\ nufchief, which might have arifen from the meth 

yoa have taken, cff imparting to me your anxiety «p 
myaoc6ttat,'yQu would have fallen, upon fome lefs : 
preheniible plan : ilill, I muft give you credit for I 
opetmeb and diiinterefledneie of your friendUp; a 
I make ao fcruple to tranfgrefs the received rules 
ilrid decoruin/ ss a proof of my e&fiemsau^ ^ ^^oS 

D 2 
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et de la juftice que je rends a vos fentimcns, 
ct pour diflSper vos craintes fur Ic fort qui 
m'attend- Soyez fur qu*elles ne fe realiferont 
point. Vous me jugez fur les jeunes per- 
fonnes de mon age j mais je n'ai jamais eue 
Jes gouts jeunes, Je fuis liee au Colonel 
Malcolm par le fentiment de reftime, fonde 
fur des qualites effentielles et diftinguees, 
auxquelles vous nc fauriez rendre juftice, 
parceque vous n'avez pas eu Toccafion de les 
approfbndir; et je lui dois de plus ifne re- 
connoiflTance, que tout le cours de ma vie 
n^acquitteraquefoiblement: je f^iis d'ailleurs 
convaincue qu'il m*eft attache :au point de 
ne pouvoir plusconnoitre le bonheur que par 
mon moyen : et cette conviftion fe reunit a 

I da to your way of thinking, as well as with a view 
to difpel your fears in regard to my profped. Be af- 
fured, that they will not be verified. You judge of 
me by the generality of young people, but my lafte 
iias never been juvenile. I am .bound to Colonel 
Malcolm by the moft perfeA efleem, founded upon 
great and good qualities, to which you cannot do juftice, 
becaufe you have bad.no opportunity to inveftigate 
them : I owe him a debt of gratitude, which the whole 
courfe of my life will be devoted to repay ; and I 
know, befides, to a certainty, that his attachment for 
jmc is /ach,ds to iidmit of his obtaioing happinefs only 
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lalaintcte de ma promefle, pour m'intcrdirc 

toute option. Jc fuis trop Tranche pour vous 

uier que quelques fcencs [>embles n'ayent r6- 

lultes, de terns a autre, de fon inquietude 

fur la folidite de men attachement pour lui; 

mais je conviendrai_ en menie terns que les 

apparences y ont donnes-lieu: et il n'y a que 

Textreme fimpljci.te-et uniformite dc ma con- 

duite, qui puiffe me juftifier pleinenicnt a 

fes yeux. Ne m'accuicz done n*r de caprice 

ni d'ingratitude, fi je me conforme fcrupu- 

leufement a tout ce que cette juftificatior^ 

exige : car je ne sais point temperer avec 

mon devoir; il me fait impcrieufement la loi^- 

ct m'ordonne de vous eviter; ii m'ordonne 

encore, quand, malgre moi, je vous verrai, dc 

through my means. This conviAion ftrengthens the 
(acrednefs of my engagement, and leaves me no option* 
I will not deny,, that fome momentary doubts, on his 
•part, of the folidity of my afFedion, have occafio .\x''^\y 
given rife to painful fcenes; but jullice compels me to 
allow* that appearances may hav& given caufe for 
them: it, therefore, rells with the opennefs and uni- 
formity of my condufl, to juftify me fully in his eyes. 
Do not, then, accufe me, either of caprice or ingra- 
titude, if I fcrupuloufly adhere to what my jufdfication 
requires; for I cannot .make a compromife with my 
du y: its laws strc imperious aad jin^quvNOCiol'. ^^"^ 

o 3 
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renfermer dans les bornes de la plu3 froidc 
politeffe les fentimens d'eftime que vous 
avcz fi bien merit6 : et furtout de nc me 
kiffer engager, par quelque motif que ce 
puifle etre, de recevoir un mot de- reponfe 
de votrepart: mais il n'^xige' point que je 
d^truife Texiftence de cette eftime dan? mon 
coeur, parccque ce feroit exiger rimpoflible, 
fentant, comme je k fais, tout le prix et 
toute la verite de votre amitie. 

** Recevezdonc, Prince, pour Tunique foi$ 

que je me permettrai jamais de vous les^ 

teiwigner, les remerclraens les plus fen t is, et 

^^^aflbrance de mes voeux pour voire bonheur." 

" Je crois que vous faites bien de partiff 



command me to avoid you ; or if, in fpite of myfelf, 
I (hould meet with you» they prohibit all intercourfcy 
bat that of the mofl didant civility; and> above all, that 
I ihould fuffer no motive whatever to induce me to ad« 
mit of an anfwer of any kind to this ; but they do not 
fequirc me to obliterate the confcioufnefs of youf 
worth, becaufe that would be exa£litig an impofHbi* 
Uty, acknowledging, as I do, the value and the truth 
of your friendihip. 

" Receive, then, for the only time I (hall ever allc^ 
myfelf to exprefs-theni, my heartfelt thank*, and the 
affurance of my wiihes for your h^ppincfs. 

I. believe yoa de well to leave this place; but I 



#^ 
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mais je defire que vous emportiez la collec- 
tion que je ne ferai point malheureurc : et je 
prends fur moi de vous en.r^p6ndre, parcc- 
que, qu^nd inSme, contre mon attente, une 
partie de vos craintes fe realiferoit, je fuis 
intitncment perfuadce qu'pa n'eft jamais a 
plaindre, quand le fentinient du devoir c(t 
adouci^ par Ic temoignage de fa coofcicnce fur 
Ja maniere de s'en acq.uitter." 

And now I truft, my dear brother, that, fo 
far from thinking I (kouki- have any fcruplc 
about conveying this to the Prince, you will 
agree with me, that it is the moil eifeAual 
mode of fecuring a concurrence in our breal:* 
ing cff all acquaintance, <of which, until be 
clearly underftood my motives for wifliing ir> 
he would never fee the aeceffity. 

Colonel Malcolm has received accoimt$ 
from V——, which give him reafon to hope^ 
be may not be detained there abovea month, 
before every thing may be fettled to his wi(b; 



V 



vifh you to go fatisfiedi that I (hall not be unhappy : 
and I take upon myfelf to anfwer for this ; becau(«> if 
(contrary to my expeflation) a part of what you appre- 
hend (hould even cake place, I ani perfedly conrinced* 
thiit no onu can ever be very miferable, in whom 
tl^e fenfe of d.uty is fupported by tbe QoofciQafoftlk q^ 

2? 4 
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and he is now preparing for his departure 
^o morrow, in great fpirits at the profpeft of 
this fpeedy end to all his uncertainties. 

I have written Lady Mary Melvile an ac- 
count of this happy turn of affairs, and 
flightly hinted at the proo& 1 bad received, 
in confirmation of her warnings; exprcfling 
my earneft hopes, at the fame time, that the 
opennefs and confiftency of my conduft 
would finally remove them. 



. a6?A.— -The Colonel is fet out, ehte^with 
hopes, and fatisfied with my fincerity. His- 
expedation of fo fpeedy a return has re- 
moved all the anguifli, which appeared in the 
former feparation; and the profpeft of the - 
Prince's immediate departure removes his 
apprehenfions in regard to him. 

My mother feems uneafy, and is, I believe, 
difappointed, that the connexion Has not 
been broken off, which, (he had probably 
perfuaded herfelf, would ultimately be the 
refult of hi$ repeated and unwarrantable 
violence. 

r am now going to Secheron, to dine with 
Lady Belfont, and confult her upon the pro- 
priety of my note; and (hall return before 
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the (hutting of the gates, to avoid feoing 
Prince Polinlki at her houfe in the evening. 

I purpofc^oing round by Simon's, to take 
Javotte home", (he has been perfeiftly well for 
fome time; but we could not fend her back 
fooner, becaufe the poor mother and infant 
had both caught the infection before her re- 
moval; they have, however, had the diforder 
favourably, and are now almoft recovered. 
1 forgot to mention this in its proper place, 
for my niind has been fo engrofled, that I 
have been able to impart only the more im- 
portant fubjedls.of anxiety. 

The Dean will walk with me. He appears 
perplexed with all that is going forward ; and 
I guefs, from his avoiding hb ufual inter- 
ference and jokes, that my mother has ear 
trufted him, at leaft, with my engagement 
to Colonel Malcolm. 



2.7/A. — How feldom, after all our calcu* 
lation and contrivance, do things turn out 
in the way we propofeor wilhj every part 
of my yefterday's plan was defeated, by the 
perverfenefs of circumftances;, and I have 
been moft cruelly mortified ! 

The Dean and I fet out, with JwolV^ty ^Q^ 

^ 5 
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Simon's cottage; but the day being hot; ain'd 
my nefve's, perhaps, a little fliaken by the 
various conflids I hrave of late undergone, 
he fow me fatigued, and infifted upon my not 
going down the lane, which, he averred,. to 
be above half a mile out of my way ; faying, 
he fuppoied I did not fear to be left alone, 
and I might ftay for him in my favourite feat 
under the elm tree, whilft he walked down 
with Javotte to the cottage; and I might de- 
pend upon his bringing me a particular ac- 
count of how all was going on there.: and, 
indeed, good man! I believe he has fcarcely 
miffed a day inquiring after them himfelf, 
fince the poor woman was taken ill. 

I affured him I had no fears, and he left 
me. 

He was hardly out of fight, when I per- 
ceived a man on horfeback coming towards 
me, whom 1 immediately recognifed to be 
Prrnce Polinfki. He no fooner faw me, than 
he alighted, and ftepping quickly forwards; 
^ This is, indeed, a piece of good fortune I 
could not have hoped for,'*'faid he; " and 
had I not been informed, before I rode out 
of Geneva, that the Colonel had left it, I 
Aould notf on your account, have dared to 
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arail myfelf of it, when found; but how, I 

may venture to approach you, and. entreat 

jour forgivenefs." 

" We muft have no converfation, fir/' in*- 
tcrmpting hini; " Colonel Malcolm's injunc- 
tions are as facred to me in his abfence, as 
his prefence could make them." I fpoke 
with quicknefs and emotion, feeling, in 
reality, much cmbarraffed at this unexpefted ' 
meeting. 

** Gpd of Heaven!" exclaimed he impe- 
tuoully, " does he forbid your fpcaking to 
me ? and can you fubniiit, knowing the pu- 
rity of your own and my iiitentions, to be 
treated with fuch indignity?" 

I faw no means of freeing myfelf from this 
improper difcuffion, but by giving him the 
anfwcr^to his note, which I had in my pocket 
to (how to Lady Belfont. There was now no 
time for herxiifapprobation, or concurrence; 
and, in fed,- 1 faw no caufe to doubt of her ap- 
proving a mcafure, thaf fo determinately, 
and explicitly, put an end to all thefe 
tmbarraflments. Taking it out, therefore.. 
and prcfenting it to him> I faid, " Thif 
fir> will explain every thing, and yo 
muft haVr the goodneis i5&aut\>} V^ W 

o 6 
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me; for Doftor Frankly is but juft gone on 
to yonder cottage, and I would not have him 
find you with me, at his return, upon any 
confideration.'* 

I (poke with fuch evicfent anxiety? and 
carneft folicitude, that he did not attempt 
to oppofe me; but refpeftfully killing my 
hand, and the paper as he took it, he put it 
into his bofom, and, with a very dejected 
look, remounted his horfe, and left me. 

I was not well before, and this unexpefted 
overthrow of all my plans difturbed me io 
exceedingly, that, the inftant he was out of 
fight, I burft into tears. . 

I had now, again, been compelled, by cir- 
cumflances, to aft without the advice of 
Lady Belfont, in whom I placed my entire 
reliance. Satisfied, as I was, of the refti- 
tude both of the Prince's intentions and my 
own, I had been led into doing, without a. 
fanftion, what I miift conceal from the Co- 
lonel; and what, even if known to any one elfe, 
could only .be juftified by the purport of my 
note, which I muft, for the prefent, be fatisfied 
to repj^t from memory to Lady Belfo;it, and 
(he might, or might not, truft my accuracy 
in reporting its contents. Thcfe uneafy re- 

1 
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flexions fill'd my mind; and the tears were 
trickling faft from my eyes, when the Dean 
returned to m?, with the account, that all 
was going on as well as poflible at Simon's. 
" Bat, blefs my foul ! what has happened ir 
my abfence?*' exclaimed he, looking at mc 
with furprife. 

*' Nothing — I am rather low with fatigue,' 

I fiid; " and being left to myfelf, I was in 

dulging a little fit of crying — that was all.'^ 

" I feared you might have met with fomc 

fright," refilied he, " for Javotte faid, jufl 

as we were turning the corner of the lane, 

that (lie faw two men on horfeback riding 

towards you ; and I fliould have come back 

jmmediately, but that I could diftinguiflij 

by the regimentals and the cockade, that it 

was a gentleman, and his fervant; fo, I was 

fatisfied you were fafe. Tour looks, however, 

alarm me — you change colour : — furely, you 

have not met with any impertinence; have 

you ?" 

" None whatever, fir, indeed; it was 

Prince Poliniki/* 

•* Prince Poliniki ! and gone already — ^and 
left you in tears — ^why, what is all this? 
LouifaJ Louila!" (baking hishcad> ^^ \.^< 
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care! it may be very flattdrtng ta vaftity to 
have two firings to your dow; but, with fuch 
• a hot-headed man as the Colonel, it is a 
bufinefs of danger." 

" Good heavens, Doftor Frankly ! you 
cannot fuppofe me capable of fuch dupli- 
city/* 

" Nay, child, I fuppofe nothing, but that 
pretty young ladies do not always confrder 
the confequences of encouraging admira- 
tion/' 

" Indeed, you do me injufticc— I have 
confidered every thing, and difcouraged, to 
the utmoft of my power, any particular at- 
tentions from the Prince. I (hould defptfe 
myfelf, if I could find a gratification in 
{porting with a man's feelings — indeed, you 
hurt me exceedingly" — and my tears flowed 
fafter than before. 

"Well! well! I did not mean to hurt 
you; I'm fure Pm very forry if I have. I 
only thought, that a little friendly advice, 
juft to put you upon your guard, was what I . 
owed to my anxiety for your welfare; for I 
fee you are fretting yourfelf to dfeath, an<i 
lofing all your checrfulnefs, and all youp 
bloom; andl could not help feeling uneafjr—^ 
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that's all— and fo you tnuft forgive me — I 
meant it well.'* 

" Forgive you! I mud even thank you for 
your friendly folicitude; I am only grieved, 
that I ftiould appear in fuch a defpicable 
light to you, and could wi(h to convince 
you, that I do not defcrve to appear fo." 

*\No! no! you don't appear in a defpi- 
cable light — I know nobody, that I think 
half fo well of — but you are young, and may 
not always confider the confequences of 
things — and fo I wifhed to give you a hint — ' 
that was all — becaufe, you know, the Colonel 
being only juft gone, and the Prince follow- 
ing you in your walk, and taking tht oppor- 
tunity of faying a word to you alone — " 

" You are quite miftaken indeed, my dear 
fir, ,if you fuppofe the Prince had any expec- 
tation ,of finding me alone: I do affure you, 
the meeting was wholly unforefeen ; and fo 
far from entering into any cortverfation with 
him, I give you my word, that I perempto- 
rily declined it, and infifted updn his leaving 
me inftantly.** 

«* Well! I dare fay yciu did; but then, 
having a letter ready for him came to pretty 

5 
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much the fame thing, you knaw; or, was 
rather worfe indeed/' 

"A letter!" I repeated, in the utmoft 
aftonirtiment and confternation. 

" AjS a letter, Louifa— you fee the. 
danger of entering into a correfpondencc 
with young men; they cannot keep tlusirown , 
counfel a minute." J 

I was now fo confounded, that I knew not- "J 
what to fay, or which way to look, and could ' 
fcarcely articulate the words — '* What can 
you mean?" . • 

*' Why, you know, I have no right to ex- 
peft, that you lliould let me into your (ecrets, 
nor do I want to pry, but juft fo far as may 
be for your own good. The truth fimply 
this, 1 faw him from the rifing ground[, as I ] 
came out of the cottage, at a diftance, where j 
he certainly thought himfelf Concealed from i 
every human eye : he had difmounted, and 
retired under the projedion of the' rock, (I j 
fuppofe, to get out of fight of his fervant,) 1 
fo far, that I could not even be Ture it was 
the Prince; but' I faw him kifs, repeatedly, ' 
a paper which he was reading; and now, 
feeing what I fee, and knowing what I know 
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—and being told by you, that it was the 
Prince — I put all ihefe circumtUnces to- 
gether, and very naturally draw the infe- 
rence, which 1 have not hefitated to mention 
to you; becaufe, the fame difcovery might 
have been made by fome one lefs friendly to 
vou, and who would have made a different 
ule of it : — fo then, my dear child, once more 
forgive me, if I have diftreffed you; and I 
Mfill leave you to the guidance of your own 
good fenfe and good principles, and afk no 
more queftions." 

" But, indeed, fir,** recovering in fome de- 
gree from the extreme confufion he had 
tfcrown me into, ^' you muft^now be farther 
informed ; for I cannot bear the poor, pitiful 
figure I at this inftant make in your eyes, 
with my apparent prevarications." 

I th^n informed him fairly of all that my 
own juftificatijn required him to know, in 
regard to my fituation betN^'een Colonel Mal- 
colm and the Prince Polinfki, fupprefling 
only the violences of the Colonel, which, if 
poffible, 1 would wilh to conceal from twtry 
mortal . 

He feeiiied. higlily gratified by the confi* 
dencc I repofed in him, and juft as we tea-dv^d 
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S^cheron, he concluded with faying, " Well I 
you are a very good girl, and will, I hope, 
fome day, be as happy as you deferve to be — 
but fomehow I have my fears about Colonel 
Malcolm." 

But what a leflbn, Henry ! of the danger 
of letting any confideration lead one into the . 
hazard of a clandeftine tranfailion. 

We found Lady Belfont better. She wifhed • 
to have kept the Dean to dinner, but he had 
not yet had half his walk, be faid \ fo he hur- 
ried off. I immediately acquainted hcF witb 
all the difficulties^ in which I had been in- 
volved : (he eitremdy lamented the tricky 
by which Prince Polinfki had furprifed me. 
into receiving his note ; though its contents 
vindicated him from improper intentions : a^- 
the fame time (he pointed out, what had en- 
tirely efcaped my obfervation, that, were his 
fentiments really as di(interefted as he pro- 
feflfed them to be, he would have been the 
Jaft man to have expofed me to the animad- 
ver(ions, which an appearance of connivance 
between us muft excite, fituated as I am 
in regard to Colonel Malcolm. 

" But, as it was againft the Colonel him- 
ieJ^*' I argued, ^* what other means had he?" 
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"If he meant no more than that," replied 
Ii% B^lfont, " the readieft and Icaft dan- 
gerous method was to apply to me, whom 
he faw equally interefted with himfelf, and 
ofwhofe concurrence he might have been 
very certain, in tirging you to what every 
friend you have^ muft fo much wifli : but,' 
depend upon it, Louifa, that the fecret hope 
of his heart, perhaps even "unacknowledged 
to himfelf (for I would by no means impeach 
his integrity) certainly was to draw you into 
a correfpondence ; and nothing but your own 
good fenfc, and unerring delicacy, could have 
baffled the attempt/' 

She ** fpoke daggers'" in thefe laft words. 
Henry, my confufion was inexpreflible — I 
hid my face in her bofom. " Oh, dear, dear 
Madam ! you think far too favourably of me ; 
indeed my fenfe has fallen very Qiort of 
what you expeft from it — you will defpife 
mo, when you know — indeed I did not in- 
tend to have proceeded one ftep without 
your advice ; only circumftances fell out fo 
perverfely, to keep you from me." Emotion 
choked me ; I could not go on, 

** Well, my love ! do no^ agitate yourfclf 
fo much, for mere!/ a miftakeu \ivXtT\\!\OTvv 



68 LETTERS OF 

fuppofing you have not fecn things cxadtly^ 
as they (Irike me, and that you fancied your- 
fclf obliged to write an anfwer, the fuppref- 
fing of it ends the whole difficulty; and 
however mortified you may fe^l at having, 
even in ideq^ erred, believe me, the bed of 
us may be thankful, if we can reft our 
confcioufnefs of tranfgreffi'on there. Y ou dd 
not prefume, that you are to be exempt from 
crrour at feventeen, do you ? I can tell you, 
that I (hould, in that cafe, I fear, find enough 
of the woman in me, to like you the lefs for 
making me feel fo little in the comparifon, 
who have been labouring to the age of thirty, 
an4 find myfelf fo (hort of perfeftion ftill.*' 

** Deareft Lady Belfont ! your indulgence 
finks me lower and lower in my own eftima- 
tion : the errour has not refted in my inten- 
tion ; it is committed, and I have forfeited 
your good opinion beyond redemption." 

" Indeed, my fweet girl, if you had com* 
mitted a much greater errour, your ingenuous 
acknowledgment, and evident regret, would 
fave ^you from all danger of lofing my good 
opinion. Tell me, then, how you unfortu- 
nate'y met with fo fpeedy an opportunity of 
convening your anfwer to him ?** 



MtSS RIVERSDALE, 69 

" Under fuch very kind encouragement, 
who could endure the idea of going wrong a 
fecond time ? The only atonement I can make 
is la the fincerity of my acknowledgment/' 
I then repeated to her, as nearly as I could 
>recolle6l them, the words of my letter, and 
related the circumftance, which had forced it 
from me, before I could fubmit it to her 
better judgment. She faid, the fentiments 
; it contained were calculated to do away the 
imprudence of the manner of communicating 
them; and (he was fatisfied, that this practical 
leffon would inculcate more forcibly upon 
my mind, than all the theory in the world 
could have done, that no purity of intention 
can obviate the poffible inconvenience at- 
tending the purfuit of improper methods : 
" and be aflured,'* added (lie, " that I fpeak 
from the refult of my own obfervation and 
experience (which is farther confirmed in 
the prefcnt inftance\ when I aflert, that no 
man, who will unneceflarily expofe you to 
malignant obfervation, however meritorious 
the oftenfibie motive may be, is wholly dif- 
intcrefted. Self ever lurks at the bottom of 
unjgftifiable means ; and if the Prince do 
noi deceive you, he at leaft deceivts Vv\\3\W&. 
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How could he be fure, that your very inc 
perience might not expofe you to every pc 
fori in company, by the awkwardnefs ai 
Imitation of concealing a note fo given ? I 
deed, tiie more I refle<5t upon it, the mo 
I am difpleafed with him/' 

After giving me time to recover fomc cor 
pcfure, by the mention of various and indi 
ferent fubjeds, Lady Belfont then told n 
— this was a (hock to my heart indeed !- 
(he then told me, (he (hould foon lea' 
Geneva. 

This finifliing ftroke fo completely ove 
came me, that I behaved more like sl fo 
than I care to acknowledge, even to n 
brother, who has been fo accuftomed to be 
with my weakneifes. For, after all, I h; 
never fuppofed, that Lady Belfont was 
take up her abode At Geneva ; h\xt the id 
of lofing her fo foon, had never once occurr 
to my imagination J and to have it f 
upon mejuftat thismoment^r-when my lies 
f,an fo ill fpare her — I cannot exprefs ho\i5i 
am grieved ! / 

She kindly uttered a wi(h, that it were pc 
fjble for Lady Riverfdale to fpare me for 
fciW months ^ but I flated to her the utt 
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impoffibility, on all accounts, of bringing 
fuch a point to bear. The Colonel's ap- 
proaching return— and, even were that iin- 
cxpeftedly delayed — the folitude in which 
I Qiould leave my mother, precluded the 
thought altogether. Had we fucceeded in 
the plan of getting the houfe for my grand- 
mother and aunt, as we wilhed, it might, 
perhaps, have facilitated — But no — even then 
: my becoming an inmate with Lady Bar- 
bara could never meet the Colonel's appro- 
bation *. 

Lady Belfont acknowledged to me, that 
Lady Barbara gave her great uneafinefs. She 
is purfuing her conqueft over Lord Grantin 
with the mod dauntlefs intrepidity. The 
connexion cannot poffibly be agreed to, 
either by Lord Egmore or Lord Belfont, who 
have, for many years, been at variance, and 
bear a perfonalanimofity to each other, on 
account of fome political competition, which 
(he did not explain. Lady Belfont has, from 
the firft, been barely civil to Lord Grantin ; 
but La4y Barbara has, in fpite of all remon- 

• It has probably been in the packet* that Is miffing, 
that the difappoixHment cX that plan^'WU^x^Aivoedi^^^ 
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ftrance, kept forcing him upon her. Ihc 
foolifli young man is flattered with the .pre- 
ference (hown him by a woman o( (6 much 
wit and beauty as Lady Barbara, and lays \t 
all to the acdount of his fine perfon. His 
fortune, independent of his father, is, how- 
ever, by no means what he had ftatcd\it to 
the Dean : Lady Belfont knows, it to be ai 
bare competency for a fingle man, and Lady 
Barbara has nothing — befide that (he is a 
year or two older than he. She opeoly 
avows the mod perfeft contempt for iM 
underftanding ; but that, flie contends, is 
very immaterial : figure, faftiion, and good 
humour, are all the qualities requifite in a 
hufband, fhe fays : and as to the objeftions^ 
they only heighten her relifti for the froiic«^ 
Lady Belfont will be glad to take her away^ 
in the perfuafion, that abfence will foon drive 
her out of-Lord Grantin's thoughts. 

I amentrufted with the refledtions, which 
-Lady Belfont had mentioned with a view to 
iMadame d'Urtife; but I fear they are beyond 
her comprehenfion. I tranfcribe them for 
you, my dear brother, that you may form a 
juft conception of the perfedt liberality, the 
mild virtue^ as well as judicious fenfe and 
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ftrength of obfervation of this charming; 
woman. 

Lady BelfonCs Reflections. 

' *' Alarmed in the extreme for my friend's 
fafety, by our yefterday evening's converfa- 
tion — ^perceiving a cloud to be gradually 
veiling that ftrong fenfe of her duties, which 
fo lately marked all her thoughts and aAions 
—I find myfelf irrefiftibly impelled to make 
one more attempt, to counteract the infidious 
power, that is imperceptibly undermining 
her principles, and unfcttling her beft re- 

folves. 

« 

♦* After we had exhaufted every topic of 
religious and moral obligation, which early 
education had impreffed upon your mind, 
and judicious reading had fince confirmed ; 
you fairly avowed, that your reafon only fub- 
fcribed to the doArines I retraced, while 
your heart feemed to be in fearch of a fanc- 
tion for deviating from them. You hinted 
at ar poffible exiftcnce of extenuating cir- 
cumftances — you were inclined to believe, 
that, if a ftrong mind could get over the 
check of religious ^and moral reftraint, hap^ 
pinefs might refult from a connexion^ ua- 

VOL. 77. . E 
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fan^ioncd by Jaw, and the cuftoms of th< 
world. You did not, indeed, aflert this ai 
an opinion, you merely hazarded it as a con- 
jefture. Alas, my friend ! the admitting 
fuch an if^ already argues confiderable dan- 
ger to the mind that fuggefts it. 

*' I muft now follow the example of thofe 
able divines, who have found it expedient 
to ftrengthen remote expeftations by the 
more immediate influence of felf-intereft ; 
and make that dangerous // the bafis of my 
argument. Deej^ly interefted in giving it 
xSt&j I fliall carefully fliun tl>c (everity, that 
is top apt to be deemed the teft of rigid 
virtue ; but which I confider rather as origi- 
nating from natural want of feeling, than 
charafteriftic of that amiable moral ^attribute, 
the gentle influence of which will operate by 
example upon others, whilft it infures tran- 
quillity to its pofleflbr. Severity muft ever be 
inadequate to produce conviftion ; true vir- 
tue is lefs afluming, and more ftudious of 
the means to efFeft general good. I recog- 
iiife her exiftencc in my breaft, by her 
fteady adherence to principle, to tlie exclu- 
fion of all fentimental fo^iftry; by the hu-' 
auHity mih wbich (he lu^s the delermma:- ' 
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tion to fly, when, to flay, has threatened 
danger; and, above aU, by that indulgence 
to the faults of others, which proceeds from 
the conviftion imprcffed on fny mind, that, 
even in her bed triumphs, (he chiefly owes her 
permanence to that divine protcdling hand, 
which has averted trials beyond her ftrength. 

" Divcfting myfelf, therefore, of all refer- 
ence to the criminality incuiTed, I follow up 
youT alarming if^ and undertake to prove, 
that pofitive internal xvretchednefs mull, of 
necejfity^ follow a woman's deviation from vir- 
tue ; independently of remorfe, of the trea- 
chery of her fcducer, or of the obloquy of ' 
the world. 

*^ Turn your attention, for a moment, to tl)e 
confequences that mufl naturally refult from 
the difference of tlie fpheres, in which the 
fexes move, — ^the paflive lot of woman 
compared to the aftive fcenes for which man 
is defigned, — and place them both under the 
dominion of a mutual paflion : what) in the 
whole catalogue of a woman's domeflic life, 
can in any degree counteract an invader (o 
powerful ? and flatiag her domeflic avoca- 
tions (in which I mean to include every 
ftudy and accompUdiment, tj^at c^tv ^^^^ ^. 

£ 2 
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female mind,) is placing her in her ftrong 
hold ; for, independently of them, a woman's 
thoughts can only be employed -in purfuits 
fo futile and ffivolous, as might rather lead 
her to feek an obje^):, to engrofs theoi, than 
fupply her with means to expel one. Her 
ideas, thus concentrated, become an eafy prey 
to the encroaching ufurper, who by degrees 
acquires poiTeffion of them all, and bends her 
whole foul to his influence. The extenfivc 
range of a man's purfuits muft, on the con- 
trary, perpetually counterad his feelings, and 
caufe his thoughts to diverge from their fa- 
vourite objeft. Love may, and probably 
will, abforb his faculties for a moment — but 
when the connexion is fuch, as honour and 
integrity difavow, he blufties at his confcious 
weaknefs — ^he is funk in his own eflimation, 
by its triumph over his nobler powers ; his 
purfuits are public, and public contempt 
£ills upon inaftivity : for, however each man, 
individually, may. acknowledge the force of 
paffion, mankind, coUeftively, will ever de- 
Ipife him, who continues long a flave to it. 

" Ambition, glory, intereft, foon relume 
their empire ; and when they no longer have 
uncontrollable deiire to contend with, will 
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-eafily conquer what may then remain of love ; 
and all a man's bed fentiments will combine 
to give them force, by fuggefting to him, that 
gratitude and fecrecy are the utmoft, to which 
a woolen can lay claim from the mod honour^ 
ablefeducer (if I may be permitted fuch a 
contradiftion in terms), in return for the 
lacrifice of her principles, her reputation, 
and every thing which (he has been taught 
to hold mod (acred; for I will allow my 
ieducer what the world calls honour, for the 
ftill greater ftrength of my argument. Were 
I to reprefent him like the general run of 
men, who feek fuch fort of connexions, de- 
figning, uftgenerous, faithlcfs — there could 
be little need of rhetoric, to latisfy the moft 
infatuated of my fex of the certain confe- 
quences of fuch a choice : but I will call 
him honourable, fincere, and feeling ; fuch> 
in (hort, as every woman believes her lover 
to be, until fad experience undeceives her : 
nor (hall JSie in this be undeceived, he (hall 
aAually be fo, and yet make her wretched. 
For (ee what her (it nation now becomes ! — 
Tlie object of her aflfeftion ftill more en- 
deared to her by the ftruggles he has occa* 
(ioned, and by the facrifice he has \ilUicvaLX^V| 

£ 3 
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obtained — ^fhc builds all her hoj^^upon the^ 
continuation of that ardent paflfon, which h« 
had fo often vowed, (and perhaps himfelf be- 
lieved) would be eternal ; and * tremblingly 
alive* to its moft minute appearancfc, (he can- 
XK)t, for an inftant, be blind to its gradual and 
natural decreafe. She finds him, as it al- 
moft imperceptibly to himfelf fubfides, fub- 
ftituting cool, grateful, aiffcftionate atten- 
tions to tbofe unbounded tranfports, that 
fervei't adoration, with which be had beea 
ufed to i .eet her, and which, (he had trufted^ 
would ever continue, to repay her for all her 
fdcrifices. 
" It has been prettily enough obferved, that 

• tmd fenime qui c^de eft lin vol qui alh' 

* d/qKi * 5* but there is thii difference r 
a king is aware he is parting with his 
power,- :wh lift' a woman is mifled into th^ 
opinion, that fhe is confirming her's; - and 
wteen the fatal conviction conies, it comes 
too kte to produce any thing but repentance, 
and probably reproaches, which muft foon 
complete the alienation of a* heart, that now 
coivtinues to devote its fervices only from 

• A woman vvho yields, \s a fovereign who abdi- 

* ■' ' ' 
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afenfe of p^pnety, and perhaps corapaffion ^ 
, and well will it be for her, if, in the end, (lie 
can even retain the friendthip of her lover. 

" His frienddiip ! — furely if there were one 
thing to which (he felt more entitled than 
another, it was his everlatling fricndfhip — 
and fufficiently mortified (lie feels, to have 
his boafted love dwindle down into a return 
(o inadequate for all that (he has rifked, and 
all that (lie has done for his fake. , But evea 
here the dclufion now appears : in the ful- 
^ nefs of her reliance upon his affedtioiu (he 
had never conlidered that true friend(hip caa 
be founded only on ejeem. In a fortunate 
union, this intereHing fentiment crowns and 
perpetuates the fenfc of the fleeting enjoys 
ments of paffion, and fecures the pcrma*^ 
neace of happinefs, by rationalizing (if 'I may 
ufe fuch a word) its origin: But here the con* 
nexiori could orily arife from a forfeiture, on 
her part, of all claim to efteem : an4 though 
flie might endeavour to perfuade him, what 
flie perhaps herfelf believed at the time, and 
he would certainly appear to credit, that 
it was to the wi(h alone of making him 
happy, that (he generoufly gave up every 
other con(ideration ; will (lie now, \i^otv ^ 

B 4 
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candid and deliberate review of her motives, 
abide by that aflertion ; and, laying her hand 
upon her heart, can (he with truth declare, 
that her defeat was a deliberate aiid difinter- 
cfted facrifice, made to the man (he loved^ 
without one felfilh wi(h to affift it ? Impof* 
Jfible I — A fufceptible mind could not be fb 
abilradted from the feelings implanted in it 
by Nature ; a fenfible head could not admit 
foch an etrour : and of one of thefe I mud 
iuppoie a woman poflefled, or the whole of 
thefe refledlions will be thrown away upon 
hen Will (he not rather acknowledge can* 
didly, that it was in a moment, when her 
reafon, and perhaps her fpirits, weakened by 
conftant ftruggles, could no longer contend 
with her paffions, that his folicltations over- 
poweitd her ? Apd in this cafe, what be- 
comes of her claim even upon his gratitude? 
Efteem is merited only by the facrifices made 
to duty; (he, on the contrary, has given 
up her duty to her inclination. 

*' This was not the language her lover had 
held to her in the height of his pafiion : far 
from it. He bad told her a thoufapd times, 
that efteem, refpeft, friend(hip, and every 
other fentimentt of which liis heart was fuf- 
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I ccptible, all concurred to form that affeftion, 

with which Ihe infpired him. But how docs 

the fame objeft change, when beheld through 

a different medium ! — It is reafon now, 

not paflion, that reviews her conduft. He 

coolly inveftigates the probability, that his 

miftrefs (hould have been fo wholly divefted 

of natural feelings, as (he had wi(hed to ap« 

pear to him. Might not her avowed love 

for him bear fome (hare in impelling her to 

the f^rifice, which (he rated fo high ? Had 

not thehappinefs feemed mutual in their tender 

intcrcourfe ? And, after this impartial fcru- 

tiny at the bar of reafon, will not his con- 

fcience acquit him, if he (hould form a de* 

termination, to withdraw from a connexion, 

which involves confequences of fo much 

danger to both parties, if difcovered ? And 

can it be denied, that he aS:s up to all the 

claims of honour and propriety, by faithfully 

burying the fecret of her mifcondud in his 

own bofom ? 

*• We have, however, fuppofed him a man 
of too much feeling and liberality, to ba« 
knee the account fo ftridtly : it therefore 
remains incumbent upon him, to fubftitut^t 
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what ^he French call des proccdes (i. c. (u\h 
miflive refpedt atid pdlite attention)* to the 
fentiments that have involuntarily withdrawn 
thcmfelves from his heart. Place thefe, how- 
ever, in their beft light-— what amends can 
they make to a woman, who {{ill loves, and 
ever muft love, for the lofs of that^un* 
bounded paflion, to which Oat gave up hes 
all ?-^for the humiliating neceiiity (he has 
brought upon herfelf of afting a part of 
conftant duplicity — for the never ceafing 
mifery occafioned by a dread of detei^ion^i 
and the long train of anxieties, that aflail a 
candid mind on all fides, in the confciouf- 
nefs of a&ing wrong ? Se vere> therefore, muft 
be her lot,^ who has not the ftrength of mind, 
to refift the allurement of a beginning par* 
tiality. While vanity, and a wi-fli for ad- 
miration, are perhaps chiefly concerned, (he 
may give to thefe coniiderations their full 
force ; and be deterred by the convidion, 
that, according to the moft favourable flate^ 
mcnt that can be made ; putting (as I faid. 
4t firft) religion and morality on the one 
Iiand» and detection and treachery on the 
•ther> wholly out of the queftion y an. illicU 
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connexion mujij by its own nature j and 
the common courfe of thingSy be productive 
^inevitable miferyy 

So far Lady Belfont. Are you not charmed, 
my dear brother, with the liberality of fenti- 
ment, difcriminate truth, and elegant turn 
of her obfervations? but, \ fear Madame 
d'Urtife ranks with that defcription of wo- 
men, upon whom, (he fays, they will be 
thrown away. 

I was ftruck with fome expreffions, which 
feem to refer to trials of her own — perha|)s be- 
fore her marriage with Lord Belfont j for I un- 
derftand they are a very happy couple, and 
that muft furely exempt her from all danger,. 
I hinted at this as we read it 5 but fhe only an- 
fwered, that (he had placed the whole in the 
point of view, that appeared to her beft cal- 
culated to make an impre(fion upon her 
friend, who would have immediately clofed 
her heart to any arguments, that had appeared 
to i(rue fi'om (Iriftnefs and feverity of virtue. 

I did not think (lie fpoke this, as if it were* 
the whole truth ;-but I liad no right to urgf her.- 

29?//. — ^Juft as I was preparing to go with 
my motlier and Mrs. FreemaUy \.o. 4m^ ^-^ 

E 6 
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Steherqp to dajr^ I received a mefTage from 
Madame d'Urtife, defiring (he might fee me' 
upon very particular bufinefs. Concluding it 
to be fomething as trivial as before, 1 begged 
to be excufed till the evening, when T would 
certainly call upon her. A fecond mefTage, 
however, came to fay, that her feeing me 
could admit of no delay; and requefling 
m,e to go inflantly. 

My mother bid me take the carriage, and 
they would flay till I returned to them. So 
I went, little imagining what awaited me. 

Poor Madame d'Urtife was in ftrong hyf- 
terics, and it was her maid who had fent for 
me, as the only friend to be trufted upon 
fuch an occafion. The whole houfe was in 
alarm; and ^11 the account I could obtain 
was, that Mr. Burnaby had deftroyed him- 
felf. 

•You may believe, I was inexpreflibly 
(hocked. I inftantly determined to ftay the 
day with herj and fent word to my mother^ 
that Madame d'Urtife was unwell, and, as 
it would be unkind to leave her, I begged 
Ibe would excufe me to Lady Belfont. I did 
not like to impart the horrid intelligence^ 
till I better und^rftood the truth of it. 
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" What can we do, Madam ?" aikcd her 
affrighttd maid ; " thefe fits have now lafted 
^ thefe two hours, and, till you came, I did 
I not dare to fend for any one." 

" Nor muft you now, Frenoy, unlefs 

!: more alarming fymptoms (hould appear ; we 

dial! foon, Ihope, recover Madame d*Urtife 

fufficiently, to diredt what (lie will have done 

herfelf" — and applying fome fpirits of hartf- 

1 horn to her nofe and temples, and making 

f ber fwallow fome, to the great terrour of her 

affiftants, (who v/ere quite unacquainted 

with it, and thought I (houlfl certainly choke 

W,) I foon produced figns of returning 

feofe. I had hefitated, for a moment, to take 

lb much relponfibility upon myfelf; but it 

occurred forcibly to me, that (he might be 

fome way implicated in this horrible cataf- 

trophe, which would make it material, that 

there (hould be only her maid and myfclf 

about her, till (lie was fufficiently coUefted, 

to know what (he was faying. I (hould have 

been very glad, to have requefted my mother's 

prefence and afliftance, only, that Madame 

d'Urtife (lands fo much in awe of her, and, 

(he is, at times, fb far from indulgent, that 

I would not, for my own relief, run the rlik 
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of deepening a wound, with the nature oi 
which I was yet wholly unacquainted. 

As foon as I perceived figns of amendment, 
I difmiffed all but her maid, under pretence 
of keeping her quiet. As her fenfes re- 
turned, (he recognifed me, and exclaimed, 
" O, my God ! how good you are to come 
to me ! — but you muft hate — mull delpife 



me — " 



** If I harboured any fuch fentiments in 
my bread, I Ihould not be here at this mo^ 
ment, devoting myfelf to the care of your 
recovery : do, dear Madame d'Urtife, try to 
exert your fortitude,^ to recover fbme com- 
pofure ; and do not yet fpeak." 

She fighed deeply, and defired to be put 
to bed. 

She had, however, two fits more before 
we could accomplifli it >^ and her inceflant 
cry, when able to articulate at all, was ia 
the moft defponding ftraio of felfaccufation.. 

I thought, if it were poffible to compofe 
her fpirits by a little fleep, it might enable 
her afterward to impart the dreadful tale 
more coherently. I ventured, therefore, to 
adminifler fome drops of laudanum, without 
ber knowledge, and told her> that if ihe^ 
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would let me darken the room, and draw 
her curtains, the fatigue (he had undergone 
would probably, at length, procure her fome 
fleep ; and I would flay in the next room till 
ihe called me. But (he caught hold of nte,. 
fcreaming, " O fave me ! fave me ! don*t 
leave me — don*t darken the room'f*^' 

I endeavoured to pacify her, by the alTur- 
ance, that I would remain, and not darken 
the room> provided (he would lie ftill, and 
fiot fpeak till I gave her leave. 

She tried to fubmit — but there was no 
keeping her quiet — (he cried and bemoaned 
berfelf with unceafing vehemence;, and*lhe 
fits now feeming at an end) it appeared more 
advilablc to promote her throwing the bur- 
den off her mind, by aiking her queftions 
upon the fubjed. 

With much foothing and perfuafion, I at 
lengthsobtained the particulars, which I (hall 
act give you in her own words, becauft they 
wer^ fo extremely confufed and interrupted 
by refledions upon herfelf, and deprecations 
of my hatred and contempt, that you could 
not make fenfe of it. 

Mr. Burnaby had, from the firft of their 

tcquaintaage^ devoted his attenUQU^ IQ U^^ 
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in a manner that immediately interefUd her 
in his favour. Handibme and agreeable, as. 
every one mud think hinj, how could (he 
help conceiving a partiality for him ? When, 
in the courfe of their expedition, however, 
(he- made the difcovery of his being a mar- 
ried man^ (he determined to guard her 
heart againft the danger of becoming too 
deeply engaged ; but could fee no reafon for 
not treating him with that preference, to 
which (lie thought his merit entitled him : 
the cenfure of the world (he fet at defiance, 
fatisfied with having no criminal intentions, 
and not doubting his wifli to marry her, the 
moment his wife died, which, he aflTured her, 
muft happen (hortly. Upon thefe grounds^ 
flie had encouraged his addrefTes^ with the 
publicity which had given fuch caufe for 
fcandal. At length, however, finding him 
grow prefuming, (he had been alarmed, 
and attempted to draw back ; but this he 
would not brook, and became violent 
and abufive. Having called unexpeft- 
ediy yederday, and found Wurmfer with 
her, he had appeared frantic with jea^ 
ioufy; and, after treating him in a manner, 
that none but Wurmfer would quietly have 

5 
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fubmitted to, and having as good as turned 
himH>ut of doors, he had infilled upon her 
proving her attachment by an elopement, 
which (he peremptorily refufed. 

He quitted her in wrath, and returned this 
morning, obftinately bent upon admitting of 
no proof, (hort of this public avowal of her 
aSedion; treated her fcruples' with the ut- 
moft contempt, attributing her refufal en- 
tirely to ficklenefs and caprice; and accuiing 
her with having worked up his paffion to 
madtoefs, by the encouragement (he had given 
to it. Provoked at his reproaches, (lie incon- 
fiderately treated his anger with raillery, till 
his fury and infolence rofe to fuch a pitch, 
that (he at length declared, (he never would 
fee him more. The Ta(h creature threatened 
her, to beware how (lie drove him to extre- 
mities — which (lie not heeding, ** Then take 
the confequence^" cried he, and flew out of 
the houie. 

A moment's recolleftion terrified her for 
^hat the confequence might be; and (he in- 
ftantly wrote to entreat him to return — but 
her note came too late. The unhappy 
wretch had gone ftraight home — locked him- 
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felf into his room — and, applying a piftol ta 
each temple, Chattered his ikull to pieces. 

The pen falls from my fingers at this tale 
of horrour ! 

What an awful warning to coquettes I 
She liad exhauftcd herfelf in giving mc 
this relation. It had taken up above two 
hours; and the violence of her diftrefs hav*^ 
ing at length a little fubiided, I perceived 
that the laudanum was beginning to take 
eiTedt, and a friendly drowfinefs dealing upon 
her; I (at by the bedfide till (he was alleeps^ 
and then foftly left her, to give you the 
(hocking particulars. 

. I had not jgotten half through them, when 
I was interrupted by her cries — " O proteft 
me! protedl me! Mifs Riverfdale: if you 
leave me, I am loft 1" 

I hurried back. She was fcarcely awake,. 
but, grafping my hand eagerly, ** fit clofer? 
— fit upon the bed,** faid (he, " that I may 
be certain I have you." 

It was in vain to attempt to reafon with 
her ; fo I fat down quietly, and fuffercd her 
violence to cxhauft itfelf upon the topic> 
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that prefled fo heavily on her mind, without 
attempting to interru|>t her waitings, or fclf 
reproaches. 

The fcene was really very dreadful. 
Towards evening (lie becan>e more calm, 
but feemcd feveriQi and ill. J then propofed 
calling in advice, provided ihe could com- 
mand herfelf fufHciently, upon the caufe of 
.4ier diforder. She aiTente^!, and the phy(i- 
Guui was immediately fummoned. 

I thought it necefiary to apprize him, 
tbat the fits had been brought on by a fud- 
den (hock. He (howed no furprife, nor 
did he afk any queftions relative to it; 
whence I conclude, that the whole town is 
' in the fecret by this time. 

He ordered her to be blooded, and pre- 
fcribed a fecond dofe of laudanum; and 
Aen made it a point with me^* that the in- 
ftant (he again dropped afleep, I (hould leave 
her to the care of her maid, and go hon:e; 
or I (hould foon ftand as rnuch in need of 
his care as (lie did, he faid. ^ 

I did as he de(ired; my mother and Mrs. 
Freeman were juft returrved before me, and 
already informed of the event, but knew no 
particulars. I related what I had gxLtvc\:ed 
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from herfelf, which I felt juftiBed in doing; 
becaufe, although it expofes her folly, £Uid 
her imprudence^ it exonerates her from the ; 
want of principle of which (he was fufpcAedt 
and renders her more an objed of compaffionj ' 
than (he would otherwife have appeared. 

Many refle^ftions were made upon the £ital ' < 
confequences of inikilging that inordinate ; 
love of admiration, fo inherent in the gene* ^^ 
rality of our fex ; and which is fo aptly de- ;= 
fcribed by the French author, cefiUnce An \ 
coeuvy ce dertglement de Vefprit^ ce men* ] 
Jbnge continuely appelli coquetterie *. TTis 
true, every coquette is not deftined to meet 
with a man equally violent, weak, and un* 
principled, as Mr. Burnaby; but no woman 
can poffibly forefee, what may be the refult 
of indulging her vanity, in the unwarrantabk 
practice of exciting feelings, to which (he 
does not mean to make a return. 

My mother feemed to acquit Madame 
d'Urtife of the total want of principle, of 
which (he had once been inclined to fufpeft 
her, though (lie was ftill extremely fevere in 
her ftriftures upon her conduft, and faid, 

• Efprit dc PEncyclopedie. 
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•f Virtue but ill deferves the name» when 
bordering fo nearly on Vice. It is tainted, 
from the moment a woman fuffers a wi(h to 
be uttered to her, contrary to its diftatcs ; 
and, in allowing herfelf to encourage an im- 
proper attachment, whatever mental referve 
fee may have, (he certainly fullies the purity 
of her virtue, as effeftually in the eye of 
found morality, as an a^ual deviation from 
it can fully its purity in the eye of the 
world. This may be deenivd harfti doc- 
trine," added my mother, " in an age where 
matrimonial deviations are treated with fo 
much lenity; but you fee the aflertion con- 
firmed, from the very lips of the unfortunate 
vidim of her levity. He thought himfelf 
authorized to put the conftrudions upon her 
conduA, which have driven him to his fate ; 
and the poignancy of felf reproach will now 
fet the matter in its true light to herfelf, 
ind prove a tremendous admonition for her 
future life.'* 



loth. — 1 went, the inftant I arofc, to 
Madame d'Urtife. She had ilept, by means 
of the laudanum; but was in fo miferably 
defponding a date, when (he awoke, thaA. 
flic had fenr for a prieft, who vjas mVV 
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her when I called. I left direflipus with 
Frenoy, to let me know when her lady 
wi(hed to fee me, telling her, that I woiiid 
give up every thing, to go to her. 

It is now almoft dinner time, and (he hat 
not yet fent. 

Prince Polinfki wa3 at Lady Beifont*s yef- 
t'erday, and told my mother, that he was i 
Ihortly to leave Geneva; that he trufled the] 
whole of his condudt had been calculated to ' 
imprefs her with a fenfeof the perfeft purity, -: 
honour, and difintereftednefs of his refpcftM 
and friendly attachment to me; that, coflfc- 
quently, he confidered himfelf as entitled to 
lay claim to feme confidence, on my part» 
in his integrity, and to her indulgence ift 
granting a requeft, which, under any other 
circumftances, he flhould not venture to ^ 
make: and this was, tli at (he would give hi© , 
leave to write me one letter, on the -day be- J 
fore his departure, which Ihould be open to 
her infpeftion, if fliechofe it; but, which, he : 
could not go away in peace, if prohibited \ 
from addrefling to me. 

My mother agreed to his requeft. She is \ 
fo partial to him, that, I believe, (he would 
not have made the fame^ objedions, which 

r 
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occurred to Lady Belfont, . in regard to his 

former notes ; and indeed, I believe, befidcs, 

that her wifli to break off the connexion with 

Colonel Malcolm has led her to deviate, 

in more than one inftance, from what her 

ftri£t notions would iiave pointed out. ' I 

"fliould not have expeftcd her to have granted 

this. What can he have to fay, after the 

explicit nefs of my laft ? 

I am fcnt for to Madame d'Urtife. — 

# • • 

Poor woman ! She is in a wretched flate 
of mind, indeed; and there is fo little fenfe 
^ to work upon, that one knows not what to 
fay to her. 

The. prieft will, I believe, be 'her beft 
comforter. I do not find, that he has been 
very fevere, though fhe is not explicit upon 
what he has faid to her ; only it appears, as 
if he had cautioned her againft too free a 
communication with a heretic, unlefs flic 
faw any chance of converting me; and, in 
that cafe, he would meet me at her houfe, 
whenever {he would give him notice of my 
being there. She did not fay this in fa 
many words, but it dropjKd from her un- 
guardedly in obfcure hints; and Ihe was 
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much lefs open than yefterday, anicLwiflie 
to palliate fome circumftanccs (he had tol 
me, as having only proceeded from no 
knowing what (he was faying. 

I let her repeat it as (he pleafed, fully per- 
fuaded in my own mind, that the firft incon- 
(iderate efru(ions of her diftrefs had betrayed 
the true (late of the cafe; but you are awanii 
that I can only feel interefted for her, as I 
might be for a perfedl ftranger, in (imilar cir- 
cumftances. She is fo very uncongenial to 
me, both in her fentiments and her difpo- 
iition, that I feel no tie, except that of uoi- 
verfal philanthropy, to take charge of her, 
and am very ready to make her over to the 
prieft, if he and Madame d'Urtife prefer it. 
The prieft has fuggefted the propriety of 
having maflfes faid at Rome, and elfewhere, 
at a very great expenfe, for the releafe of 
poor Burnaby's foul. This (he dwells upon 
with fatisfadion ; and to this, and penance, 
and paternofters, (he fee<ns to look as her 
only refuge. 

I carried a firiendly meiTage from my mo- 

^^crj but (lie was terrified at the very 

thoughts of receiving her o(fered vi(it. She 

^^ne(Hy entreated, before I quitted her^ 

that 
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that I would promife to be with her again 
very early in the morning ; which, I acknow- 
ledge, I felt fome reluftance to do, as Lady 
Belfont's approaching departure makes me 
grudge every inftant that I pafs out of her 
company. I left word with Prenoy, to fend 
for me, however, that I might not go fooner 
than I was really wanted. 

Juft as I was coming away. Lady Barbara 
Brackley' flopped at her door. I imagined, 
(he was probably come to fetch me; but (he 
fent in word, that (he iniifted upon feeing 
Madame d'Urtife; that (lie was come pur- 
pofely to fit with her, and confole her ; and 
had even put her nightcap into her pocket, 
I with a view to take a bed with her, as it was 
too late to get out of Geneva again for the 
night. 

Madame d'Urtife feemed agreeably fur- 
prifed, at this unexpedled aft of kindnefs ; 
afiefting, at the fame time, to make a diffi- 
culty of (eeing anyone yet, befide me; but, 
I aflured her, that it would be of fuch fervice 
to her, and that Lady Barbara was fo much 
better calculated than myfelf, to fuggeft con- 
folation to her, that the fcroples, (he had 
thought it neceflary to exprefs, gave way; and 

vox. //. F 
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r had the fatisfadion of introducing her 
Ladyftiip to the office of comforter, to which 
lihall alfo leave her in the morning; and, 
with a very quiet confcience, avail mylclf of 
the opportunity of paffing a few uninter- 
rnptcd hours with Lady Belfont. 



31^. — Lady Belfont was much furprifed 
to find, that Lady Barbara had gone to Ma- 
dame d*Urtife, having underftood, that (he 
intended to accept of a (hare of my bed, 
which, (he faid, I had offered her at any 
time. I was a little furprifed in my turn, 
not recoUefting to have made any fuch offer. 
I had fent to inquire after Madame d*Urtife 
before I fet out, and received a good account 
of her, together with a meiTage from Lady 
Barbara, defiring me to inform her aunt, 
that (he (hould not return to S^cheron till 
to morrow. 

I with I could do juftice, in the repetition, 
to all the judicious, inftruftlve obfervations, 
that occurred to Lady Belfont upon Madame 
d'Urtife's tragical adventure; but fafts 
crowd upon me, and I haften to relate them. 

^e had feen the Prince, and remonftrated 
very ferioufly with him, upon the imprudence 

5 
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he had been guilty of. In regard to me. He 
made no other attempt at vindication than 
laying, that if (he could have any concep- 
tion of what his forbearance coft him, ftie 
would think him excufable in not being, at 
all times, equally matter of himfelf. He was 
going to put an end to his ftruggles, he told 
her, by quitting Geneva; biit it would be 
to return into Italy for a time, and not to go 
ttraight to Poland, as he found himfelf ill 
qualified, at prefent, for the renewal of ad- 
drefles, from which his heart was fo com- 
pletely eft ranged. Time and abfence, joined 
to the unceafing efforts of his reafon, would, 
he hoped, at length fubdue the impreffion 
he had received, and reftore him to what he 
ought to be. 

He mentioned having obtained leave from 
I^dy Riverfdale, to write one letter to me 
before he went; and that, he trufted, would 
obtain him an interview; after which, he 
(hould leave the place, with a lefs acute fenfe 
of mifery, than he had of late experienced ; 
but, if either of thefe gratifications were de- 
nied him, he mutt ftay till he obtained 
them. 

Lady Belfont had attempted to ar^ue l\uxv 
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out of both thefe wiflies, but in vain. He 
was immovable — called her inhuman and 
unfeeling, and affurcd her, that if (he in- 
duced me to oppofe him in either of them, 
flie would drive him to fome aft of impru- 
dence, for which (he would be forry. In (horti 
Ihe found herfelf obliged to promife him not 
to interfere^ and, therefore, I muft follow 
my own judgment. This inclines me to re- 
' ceive tlie letter, and be guided by that, in 
tegard to the propriety of feeing him. 

I called at Madame d'Urtife's in my way^ 
back, and, to my great furprife, found Lord 
Grantin there, as well as Lady Barbara, and 
Madame d'Urtife in very tolerable fpirits; 
although (he had lain down upon her fofa to 
receive me, as a remaining indication of dif- 
trefs, with which (he could not yet, in com- 
mon decency, difpenfe. I was evidently a 
conftraint upon them ; fo I took my leave. 

Lady Barbara, with more embarraflfment 
than I had ever (een in her, accounted to 
me for Lord Grantin's being admitted. He 
' was a friend of poor Mr. Burnaby, ihe faid, 
and (he had perfuaded Madame d'Urtife to 
fee him, as (he thought a little variety would 
heJp to diipcl her vapours. 
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I anfwered, fmiling, that it was extremely 
kind, both in Lord Grantin and her. 

She coloured, confcious that I was not 
quite the dupe of her artifice. This brought 
to my mind her former attack upon ?ni/ 
blu(hes,\and I could not refill the temptation 
of retorting her own quotation upon Irer, 
with a flight variation. " I think? Lady 
Barbara^ that now, it is 

"*r4wbluih, becaufe/undcrfUnd*." 

I never faw her daunted before j and I was 
' vexed at myfelf, for having given way to a 
flippancy fo like her own. 

In the afternoan Lady Belfont came, with 
i view to take' Lady Barbara back to Secheron 
Vrith hen She fufpedled her vifit might not 
be wholly agreeable to Madame d'Urtife, 
'^nd appeared uneafy. She fent a fervant 
V^ith a note, to fay (he was at our houfe, and 
Wiflied to fee, her. 

The fervant brought back word, that Lady 
Barbara Brackley was gone to Secheron. 

This furprifed us all — ^Lady Belfont muft 
have met her upon the road — befides. Lady 



)9 



• " They blufh, becaufe they under ftaxvd.' 
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Barbara had no carriage, and it had rained 
all day. 

" I much fear there is fomething wrong,.'* 
faid Lady Belfont ; " will you excufe mt for 
leaving you fo abruptly?" and, calling for 
her carriage, (he immediately ordered it back 
to S^cheron. My mother requefted fhe 
would let George attend her, to bring us 
word, whether (lie were relieved from he? 
alarm* 

He returned with a note, faying, that (he 
had not found Lady Barbara j and requeft- 
ing, that we would particularly inquire in 
what carriage fhe had gone. 

I immediately went to Madame d'Urtife's 
myfelf, to obtain more accurate information, 
than was likely to come through fervants. 
She coiild tell me nothing more, than that, 
after dinner, Lady Barbara had perfuaded her, 
to retire to her own apartment, to compofe 
her fpirits, by endeavouring to fleep ; that 
Frenoy had fit ten by her bedfide^ and that in 
about half an hour's time, finding lierfelf not 
inclined to flcep, fhe had fent her into the 
faloon, to requeft Lady Barbara's company. 
Upon not finding her there, Frenoy had 
madc^ inquiry of the footm;\w^ who faid^ that 



MISS RIV£SSDALE. 105 

(he had left the houfe in about five minutes 
after his Lady had retired, and ordered him 
to tell her, when (he awoke, that (he had 
recoUefted fome bufinefs, which obliged her 
to return immediately to S^cheron, but that 
(he (hould be with her again foon. Upon 
his offering to order Madame d'Urtife's car- 
riage for her, (he refufcd it, faying, it would 
lofe time, and (he (hould only walk to Lady 
BLiverfdale's, who, (he kn^w, was going to 
.,Lady Belfont*s. 

I was very much (Iruck with thefe eva- 

fions, which befpoke a concerted plan ; and 

recolle&ing her confufion in regard to Lord 

Grantin, in the morning, I afked whether 

he had dined there. Madame d'Urtife faid, 

150 J he had defired five minutes private con- 

variation with Lady Barbara in the parlour, 

which Qie concluded to have been relative to 

fome of her affairs, which, from delicacy, 

? they would not difcufs in her prefencej and 

that he had gone away, and not called fince- 

She feemed rather to wonder at the eager- 

nefs of my queftions ; but (he was fo much 

cngrofTed by her ovyn troubles^ and fo pro- 

yoked at Lady Barbara*s cruelty in leaving 

her» after having promifed to ftay^ awd d^*^ 

>4r 
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vote all her time to her, that I eafily evade c 
giving her any reafon for my inquiries. 

It was not, however, equally eafy for n:i< 
to bring away my intelligence. As' (he had 
now no other refource, (he again became 
fo extremely fond of me, as to be very urgent 
for me to ftay, and attempted to or^r away 
the carriage privately, and detain me in (pite 
of myfelf; but, being aware of her inten- 
tion, I ran out of the room, as if to give 
orders to the fervant, and fo fecured my 
retreat. 

My mother perfeAly concurred in th< 
opinion, that Lord Grantin was accelTary tc 
Lady Barbara*s abfence, and propofed fend 
ing a melTage to his lodging, requefting V 
fee him ; and the anfwer might enable us t* 
judge how far he migh be concerned. 

Word was brought back, that Lord Gran 
tin was gone to Laufanne for a few days. 

All our fufpicions were now confirmecf; 
and my mother went herfelf with the un- 
pleafant intelligence to Lady Belfont, appoint- 
ing me to follow in the morning, as I neither 
wifhed to offer myfelf in her (lead, nor yet 
to accompany her, left I might meet with 
thok I 2L\\\ fo much bent upon avoiding. 
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I have devoted my evening to you, and I 
liope to have an opportunity of difpatching 
this to morrow : fo adieu^ my beft loved 
friend. 



, , THE JOURNAL CONTINUED. 

SScheron, Auguft i . — Lady Belfont is un- 
eafy and perplexed, and more grieved than 
Lady Barbara defer^xs (he (hould be, I 
think; but there is an indulgent kind-heart - 
ednefs in Lady Belfont's difpofition, that, 
without blinding her to foibles, makes her 
torgive them ; and (he cannot be indifferent 
to any thing, that has ever belonged to her. 
She is at a lofs what to do. There is not 
the leaft probability of their bein^ adually 
§<^ne to Laufanne, although Lord "Grantin's' 
carriage was feen to take tliat road ; becaufe 
they muft there be immediately recognifed. 
Piedmont feems the moft probable fuppo(i- 
tion ; for at Turin they may be married by 
an Engli(h clergyman. At any rate, it does 
not appear, that there is any one thing for 
Lady Belfont to do, but to wait patiently, till 
the fugitive (hall think proper to write to her. 

'5 
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Lady Barbara has contrived to get her maid 
away with her, who is a Swifs girl, by hav- 
ing Cent her to Geneva the day before, upon 

• • • _ 

pretence of her mother's being taken ill. 
The girl took a large parcel of things with 
her, as if to the mantuamaker^s ; fo that the 
plan was thoroughly preconcerted, and poor 
Madame d'Urtife's unforefeen diftrefs offered 
the means of putting it into execution. 
. There appears to me fomething peculiarly 
unfeeling in taking advantage of fuch a cruel 
' circumflahce, to^ involve her in additional 
cenfure ; for the world* will not fcruple, to 
fuppofe her a party concerned. This (lamps 
Lady Barbara's charadler, with me, more 
ftrongly than all the reft of the proceed- 
ing. 

Lady Belfont does not know where to 
write to Lord Belfont either; fo that (he 
remains in a very painful ftate of refponfibility 
and apprehen(ion for the confequenc<;s be- 
tween him and the Marquis of Egmore. 

My mother has agreed to^ leave me here 
for fome days ; and, the prefent (ituation of* 
things precluding the admittance of chance 
vi(itors, there can be no rcafon for denying 
myfclf the indulgence. 



The good Dean came bu(tiiog hither this 
morning, in all the hurry and incoherence 
of furprifc and anger, ready to let his dif- 
pleafure fall upon the firft object, that (h )uld 
come in his way. This unfortunately hap- 
pened to be Lady Belfont's woman^ who is^ 
nearly as much concerned as her Lady upon 
the fubjed. 

" Well ! What ! Hey ! God blefs my 
foul ! Mrs. whiit's your name P*^ exclaimed 
he, ** how could you poffibly be fo blind to 
what was going on ? aad let fuch- a devilifli 
— God forgive me — piece of bufinefs talw? 
place — I (hould have expedled you, to have 
undcrftood your duty better.^** 

Poor Fermor, half crying at the unmeriteJ 
accufation, aiked him, what in the world fhe 
could have done to prevent it ? 

•* What ? — why any thing — every thing — 
you (hould have given your Lady notice Ihe 
was carrying away her clothes — had her 
dodged into Geneva — in (hort, any thing 
was better than fitting with your hands acrofs^ 
and letting him go off/^ 

Here Lady Belfont and I fortunately carmc 
into the room, and turned the courfe of hi* 
dilpleafure i which he now vented ia «b\^. 

F 6 
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of Lady Barbara/ " An artful defigning 
pufs ! almoft old enough to be Lord Gran- 

' tin*s mother ! — ^had it been with this child 
here that he had played fuch a fooUs p^rr, 
there might have been fomething to fay for. 
him — but to be taken in, and go off, head 
over heels, with a woman that defpifes hini 
into the bargain ! Why, who does he fuppofe 
will fet about foftening his father for himj 
in fuch a madcap bufinefs as tliis ?*' 

" I dare fay he trufls to your good offices 
for that, Doftor Frankly 5 your kind heart 
will foon fuggeft, that, where difpleafure can 
no longer prevent the mifchief, the next 
confideration is, to prevent its driving a 
weak young man to extremities. * Bleffed 
is the peace- maker,' you know." 

"Why, I do not exaftly knc^ what ta 
fay to it — but, if he were my own fon, I am 
fure I could not forgive him yets and he 
ought to be made to fmart, if it were for 
nothing but deceiving me as he has - done j 
for no longer ago than Sunday, did 1 make 
an attempt to get him to conftrue forae of 
Thucydides, to fee whether he might not be 
lofing his Greek ; and I was perfeftly out of 

humour vf'iih his carekfe inattention : and 



\ 
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iad he but then acknowledged what he had 

in his head, why I (hould have tried to have 

gotten it out, by fubftituting fome of the 

daffies to Lady Barbara Brackley : but how 

could 1 poffibly fuppofe, that, becaufe he 

L liked to dangle after her, and hear her fing, 

and let her laugh at him, he would fufFer 

himfelf to be wheedled into forming fo pre- 

pofterous a connexion as this ?" 

" Do you recolledt, my good Mr. Dean, 
that it is my niece you are talking of all this 
while? Upon my word, I apprehend the folly 
will prove quite as complete on her part as 
on his." 

" Cry your Ladyfliip mercy ! I did not 

think of that at the moment ; nor, if I had, 

do I know, that it would have made any 

difference ; for how could you help it ? you 

did not make her what (he is, you know. I 

dare fay you have been plagued enough with 

her. Nor is (he your niece, for the matter 

of that : Lord Belfont (hould have . taken 

care of her himfelf, and not let her come 

hither, to inveigle away filly youths." 

" But will you not agree with me, Doftor 
Frankly, that the material point now is, 
to confider how to avert the mifchief^ tlut 
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may arife between Lord Egmdre^' and 
Lord Belfont; and, however di0atisfied 
you may have caufe to be with the young 
man, perhaps for your friend's fake, and for 
my fake, you may be tempted to interpofe 
your good offices/' 

" Afluredly, for Lord Egmore's fake, and 
for your Lady(hip*s fake, I would do any 
thing ; and if I loved the boy himfeif lefs, I 
(hould not *bc fo provoked at him. He 
knows well enough, that, with regard ta 
Mifs Riverfdale, I was ready to undertake 
what he wiftied ; but here, — that he (hould 
put it out of my power to fave him, is wliat 
I cannot forgive." 

The worthy man continued to foften as 
he went on, and at length promifed Lady 
Belfont, to write to Lord Fgmore, in any 
way (he pleafed. Her anxious wifti is to be 
beforehand with fuch reports, as may re- 
new the former animofity between the two 
Lords. 

In the afternoon came a meffenger from 
Madame d'Urtife with a long letter, which 
really is fo charaderiftic, that if calamity 
did not render even folly facred, I might 
have ,diverted you by transcribing it. She 
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wants my company more than ever, (he 
iays, and it is the hcighth of cruelty now to 
leave ^her to herfelf. In (hort, I have pro- 
inifed to fee her in the morning. 



zd Aug. — My mother came to ftay with 
Lady Belfont; fo I went to Madame d*Urtife 
for an hour or two. 

She was extremely violent in her expref- 
fions of difpleafure at Lady Barbara and Lord 
.Grantin,but not in the lead upon the grounds, 
on which a more delicate mind would 
have refented their behaviour : it was merely 
the barbarity of leaving her, while (he flood 
fo much in need of being amufed, that ftrujck 
her in it. 

The day after to morrow is fixed for Prince 
Poliniki's departure. . I called at home, in 
cafe his letter might have been fent, becaufe 
it "would be cruel to increafe his pain un- 
necefTarily, by delaying the anfwer. You 
would think ill of me, if 1 did not feel very 
much concerned for him, I am fure, my 
dear brother. 

However, there was no letter. 
At my return to S^cheron, I fotmd that 
Lady Belfont had mentioned Her wilK to ov^ 



112 LETTERS OP 

mother, of taking me with her to England 
for the winter, aad that my mother con- 
fidered the abfence of Lady Barbara as hav- 
ing removed the only objection fhe could 
poffibly make to fo pleafing a propofal. But - 
I dated Colonel Malcolm's expedled return 
as an infurmountable obflacle. I faid, be 
would then indeed have every reafbn to be 
confirmed in his injurious fufpicions of me : 
nothing furely could more clearly evince " 
levity, and total want of confideration for 
him, than withdrawing from the poffibility , 
of his claiming my promife at his return. 

My mother faid, he miglit be detained 
much longer than he imagined, and. ihe 
fhould have a poor opinion of his attachment 
to me, if he found any difficulty in following 
me. I was, however, pofitivc in my refufal* 
and, I believe, that, circumftanced as I am> 
you will think me right ; though I honefUy 
confefs to you, my dear brother, that I do 
really feel this to be a facrifice to what I 
confider as my dutys and if you refledt upon 
the poffible chance of your not having failed 
by the time Lady Belfont expeds to reach 
England, you will not wonder, that I ftiould 
feel it to be fuch. A powerful motive, how- 
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ver, which helped to ftrengthen me in aft-- 
ng right, was my unwillingnefs to leave my 
nother alone : but this 1 did not urge. 

Lady Belfont candidly acquiefced in the 
propriety of my' objeftions, and kindly 
lamented their being fo well founded. My 
mother argued againft them, till (he became 
quite angry with me for what (he called my 
obftinacy. She was adtuatcd, probably, by 
over folicitude for my plcafurc and advan- 
tage 

I am interrupted by the Prince's letter. 

Read it here, my dear brother. 

* " Enfin, Mademoifelle, je pars — et ce. 
niot doit me fervir d'excufe, fi une feule 
fois encore j'ofe contrevenir a vos ordres, en 
vous fuppliant de me lire — de me voir. 
H6Ias 1 pourquoi m^ fuiriez vous ? Qu'ave2i 
Vous a craindre ? Ai-je une penfee, un fenti- 
nient qui ne foit di<9:6 par le z^le le plus 
pur, comme le plus tendre ? Ceft de vous 

• ** At length. Madam, I go— and this muft plead 
my excufe, if I again venture to difobey your com- 
mands, by once more entreating you to read what I 
have to fay, and to fee me. Alas ! why ihould you 
avoid me ? What have you to' fear ? Have I a thought, 
I fentiment, that does not flow from a zeal fot ^<i>it 
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feule que je veux vous parlcr ; c'eft votrc * 
bonheur qui m'occupe uniquement. 

" Votre billet me penetre d'eftimc et d'ad- 
miration ; thais j'y apper9Qis ie courage du 
defefpoir. Vous vous trompez — ^mais yous 
vous trahiiTez en m^tne tems,«vous n'envifagcz 
point vous meme un avenir heureux, et vous 
voulez neanmoins vous devouer k l-acquit de 
votre parole-rrret voila ccf qui me fait trem- 
bler, et voila ce qui me fait vous conju- 
rer h, genoux de me donner un moment, 
d'audience. On fait bien mieux yaloir fes 
raifons dans la converfation que par 6cpiti 
parceque ladifcuiEon eft plus detaillee. En- 
fin, jc ne reuffirai peut-etre pas a vous prouver 

welfare, as pure as it is ardent ? It is of yourfelf only 
that I wifh to fpeak — it is folely your own happincls . 
that infpires me. 

** Your letter fills me with efteem and admiration f©r . 
you ; but I difcover in it the courAS^o cf defpair. Vott 
deceive yourfelf, and betray your feelings at the fame 
time. You evidently do noc look forward to any 
thing like happinefs; but are determined to devote 
yourfelf to the acquittal of your promifc ; and this it 
is that makes me tremble for you ; and this it is, that 
emboldens me to conjure you, upon my knees, to 
grant me a moment's audience. An argument can be 
enforced far better in converfation, than in writing, 
becavfe the difcuffion becomes mote wcamftantial.— \ 



MISS RIVERSDALE. • Ilj 

Vutilite qui peut refulter d*une entrevue; 
mais j'ofe croire que voua ne la refufercz pas 

j^ a mes inftances, quand je vous dirai que cettc 
condefcendance de votre part peut feule me 

I' donner la force de vous quitter. Je mettrai 
alors la main fur ma confcience, et je me 
confolcrai par la reflexion d*avoir dit et fait 
tout ce qui aura dependu de moi, pour pr6- 
venir le funefle 6venement qui mettra Ic 

^ C^u a votre malbeur ; et cette idee me fou- 
tiendra dans le penible facrifice, qu'exige 
aujourdhui la vertu. 

" Oui, je le fens, Mademoifelle, je * fais 
bien de partir ;' mais il faut encore le pou- 
voir^ et c'eft de vous feule que j'en puis tenic 

lo (bort, I ixfay fail in convincing you of the ntility^ 
that would arife from an interview; but I dare hope 
you will not refufe it to my entreaties, when I urge, 
that this condefceniion on your part can alone give ma 
ftrength to quit you. I (hall then be enabled to lay 
my hand upon my heart, and derive a confolation 
from the teftimony it will bear to my having faid and 
done, all, that was in my power, to avert the fatal 
flroke, that will feal your doom : and this refleflion 
will fupport me under the painful facrifice, which vir- 
tue requires of me. 

'* Yes, Mifs Riverfdale, I feel * I fhall do well to 
go ; * bat it 15 alfo neceflary, to have the ^oww t» do: 
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le courage. Peut-etre ne dedaignerez vous 
pas de me faire envifager dans Tavenir TIjcu- 
reux moment, ou, ayant triomphe de tout 
ce qu'il y a de trop dans Ics mouvemens qui- 
agitent maintenant mon ame, vous ne re- 
cuferez pas Thomage d'une amitie, qui em^ 
bellira dans tous les terns le fentiment de 
mon exiflence — ou vous me permettrez de- 
vous en parler^ ou vous r6pondrez petat-^tFC 
m^me a fon langage, fi peu connu, fi peu- 
fenti par le monde en g^n^ral. Et fi cette 
jouiflance n'eft pas dans le cours ordinaire, de 
celles qu'on recherche a mon age ; je vous 
devrai la convidtion qu*en ^purant fes plaifirsy 
en fixant leur fource dans le coeur, on s^af* 

fo ; and you alone can infpire me with the fortitude 
rcquifite. Perhaps you may not difdain> to hold up to 
my view the happy period, when, having fubduedr 
thofe feelings, which I muft not plead in their prefent 
ftate, I may venture to offer the pure tribute of thofe 
chaftifed fentiments of friendfhip, which will ever con- 
tinue to brighten my exiftence; when you will not 
only admit, but perhaps even fpeak a language fo 
Httle felt, fo little avowed by the generality of the 
world ; and however wide this gratification may be 
of thofe ufually fought after by perfons of my age, I 
Ihall be indebted to you for the convidion, that in 
pTuniyin^ our feelings, and tracing their fource from 
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fure un bonheur durable, parcequ'ii eft encore 
uugmente par la reflexion : et ce fera alors 
<jue jc pourrai m'ecrier avec le poele. 

* Dans tes liens charmans oui toat eft jouiflance ; 
Le tenis ajoute encor un laftre a ta beauie ; 
£t tu ferois la volupte. 
Si rhomme avoit fon innocence *. 

V 

^ Voila le triomphc dont j*ofe vous re- 
pondre Mademoifelle, fi vous daignez acccder 
a ma demande. 

" Ah, laiflez vous flechir je vous en con* 
jure r 
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I was extremely doubtful whether to fee 
him or not : Lady Belfont was rather againft 
it, my mother ftrongly for it. — At length it 

^t heart, we infure a happinefs, which is increafed 
tyrefledlion, and which realizes the French poet's* 
l^aatifal idea in his Addrefs to Friendfhip, 

Thy facred bonds Iove*s chafier joys impart. 
And time but adds a luftre to thy charms ; 

If innocence ftill glow' J in man'.s frail heart. 
He'd feek no other blifs^it in thy arms. 

«' And this is a vidlory, that I dare engage to obtain> 
if yon will accede to my reqaeft.-*0^ take compaf- 
fion on me, I conjure you !" 

• Voltsdr*. 
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was agreed, that it (hould be in Lady Be 
font's prefence. 

The letter had come uilder "cover ^o m 

« 

mother, and the fervant waited for an anfwei 
Lady Belfont wrote, and mformed him, tha 
I was with her, and that we (hould receivi 
him to breakfaft the next morning. 

I dread this interview, Henry. Amiable 
difinterefted man ! What a claim does he 
form upon my gratitude — my efleem — mj 
friendfhip ! Yet how rigoroufly am I pro- 
hibited from teftifying a feeling beyond com- 
mon regard for him. His own peace, aa 
well as what is due to Colonel Malcolm, prc- 
fcribe the line, from which I muft notdc- 
viate. You are very furc, that no perfuafions 
he can urge will (hake a refolution fo founded 
on principle as mine in regard to the ColoncL 
My only fear is, that I may betray the dif- 
trefs of my mind in regard to himfelf, which 
is indeed very great. 



3^. — I flept little, as you may fuppofr> 
my dear brother. At nine the Prince came 
— his agitation was extreme. He tried, 
<luring breakfaft, to fpeak upon indifferent 
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fubjcfts ; but' the words died upon his' lips : 
I did not attempt to open mine. 

After the tea-things were removed, he ad- 
dreffed himfelf to "me. " May I not be in- 
dulged with half an hour's private audience ? 
It is the firft and the laft I (hall ever re- 
•queft!*' 

" Lady Belfdnt is fo much the friend of 
tis both," I replied, " that there can be no 
difficulty in faying all that I ought to hear 
in her prefence.'* 

He looked extremely mortified, probably 
from attributing the refufal to diftruft. I 
few Lady Belfont felt for bim, and (he gave 
me a look of inquiry, whether my fpirits 
Were fufficiently compofed to difpenfe with 
her prefence. Terrified left (lie (hould give 
way to this compaffion^te impulfe, from a 
conlcioufnefs, that, if (he left me, I might 
not behave with proper firmnefs, I fell into 
the very errour I was fo anxious to guard 
againft : for, catching hold of her, and cling- 
ing about her, I cried, " O ! do not leave 
me, do not leave me ! you know what I 
(hould fay to him, better than I do my- 
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" What yoMjliouldfajfj Mifs Riverfdak 
repeated he emphatically--" Have you tb 
been ftudying a leflbn» ^and will you r 
utter the plain diftates of your heart, in i 
turn for the fincerity and difintcreftednefs 
mine ? Are you to guard your exprefiio] 
as if I came to entrap you ^yith fome finifl 
defign ? — O ! be fair — ^be candid, as it 
your nature to be, and confefs honeftly,, tl 
my arguments have moved you, and tb 
you are fenfible of the mifery you will brij 
upon yourfelf in fulfilling this hateful e 
gagement.'* 

" It is my wifli — it is indeed in my natui 
as you fay, to be open and candid,** faid 
(fcarcely able to recover from the confufic 
he had occafioned, by the manner in whic 
he had caught up my words, but ftrugglic 
to articulate with firmnefs) " and I will n( 
affert, that my profpedl of happinefs is exaft 
what I once thought this engagement pr< 
mifed me ; but let it change as it ma 
nothing can^ becaufe nothing ought^ to f 
me free from it ; and fo fixed am I in th 
oonviftion, that, were I even certain of a 
the mifery you foretell, I (hould, withoi 
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hefitation, leap into the gulf: therefore 
every attempt to (hake me is not only vain^ 
but cruel." 

" Gracious Heaven ! " he exclaimed, "ancj 
muil I go with this horrible certainty im* 
preflcd upon my nriind, that you will, with 
your eyes open, rufti on to perdition ? — ^for 
you have now made the acknowledgment I 
have been labouring to obtain, that you no 
longer expeft happinefs from the prepofter- 
ous connexion — Go — ^with fuch a terrible 
idea ? — By ail that's good, I will not ftir 
from Geneva, till I have, fet afide your fcru- 
pics, and made it evident to you, as it is to 
every one elfe, that you are in no (hape 
bound by fuch an inconfiderate promife, 
and that you would be equally falfe to tho 
Colonel, and to yourfelf, were you now to 
fulfill it, without warning him of the change 
that has taken place in your heart. — 
Never — never will I fufFer during my ex- 
iftence r-*' 

His impetuofity roufed me to a more 
fleady exertion. 

** And by what right. Sir, will you ftay 
in Geneva, for the purpofe of interfering in 

VOL. II. /G 



122 LEfTTERS OF 

vhat folely regards me ? Have my profefiions . 
ofefleemand gratitude entitled you, to at- 
tempt this fort of mental tyranny ? In deny- 
ing me the power, to decide for myfclf upon 
the nature of thofe teflimonies of confcience, 
which can alone fecure my peace, you wreft 
my words beyond their meaning, and then 
Would force me from my own internal con* 
vidtion of right and wrong/' 

" Oh^Mifs Riverfdaler* interrupting me 
with vehemence, *' forgive ! — forgave me, I 
conjure yowl— the ungovemablenefs of my 
feelings, where you are concerned, has Lur- 
ried me beyond the bounds I had prefcribcd 
to myfelf — I cannot ftand the feverity of your 
afpedt — if I have incurred your difpieafure, 
I am every way loft." 

His extreme agitation increafed mine. 

Lady Belfont now interpofed — " You are 
very ufelefely diftreffing each other. I will 
anfwcrfor Mil's Riverfdale's doing juftice to 
your motives. Prince Polinfki; S>e will not 
continue ferioufly difpleafed at what you 
were only hurried into faying, by the nioft 
difinterefted concern for her wel&re— fte 
ipoke with .the firmnels requifite tQ:make you 
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abide by your original, neceffary, and well- 
judged intention, of immediately quitting Ge* 
neva. You are perfeftiy (enfible, that fhc can, 
ultimately, be the only judge of what (he 
ought, or ought not to do ; and your threat* 
ening to flay, muft alarm her with the ap- 
pearance of every impropriety, and every 
danger. Do not, therefore, prdong this 
painful interview; but leave it to my un- 
bounded affeftion for her, and my perfect 
concurrence in your opinion, with regard to 
Colonel Malcolm, to dilcufs this point, in 
every fhape, with her, as I Ihall fee opportu- 
nity. Depend upon it, I am not lefs anx- 
ious than yourfelf for her welfare.'* 

*" You are all goodnefs. Lady Belfont,** 
he replied, " and I will rely upon your power 
over Mifs Riverfdale, to avert the mifchief 
I deprecate. — Only one thing more let me Be 
fatisfied in — when is thir^ dreaded union 
meant to take place?" 

" It depends entirely," anfwered Ihe, 
" upon his obtaining the diplomatic appoint- 
ment he is foliciting, whether it ever may 
t^ke place or no." 

" God of Heaven !" exclaimed he, rap* 
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turoufly, " what a ray of light breaks in 
upon me ! Is there dill a poflibility, inde- 
pendent of her will, that it may not take 
place ? — ^This — this, indeed, I was not pre- 
pared for!" — and he walked about the room, 
in extreme diforder. 

At length, turning fuddenly, he fprang 
forward, and feizing my hand, ^ One — one 
only requeft I have to make," faid he^ with 
the utmoft emotion — " Oh do not r^fufe 
it!"— 

" What can it be?" faid I, trembling. 
. " That you will write to me, fliould any 
blefled impediment arife to this baneful 
union ; and I will fly from the remoteft part 
of the earth" — \iQ flopped — 
" Good Heaven! what to do?" 

To improve," . faid he, impetuoufly, 
the afFeftion that, in fpite of yourfelf, I 
fee working in your heart for me— to obtain 
the only bleffing worth living for." — 

" Hold, Prince Poliniki," I exclaimed, 
flartingup, *' are your fenfes bewiMered ? or, 
do- you mean to infuU me? — It is now, in- 
deed, time to put an end" — and I was mov- 
ing, as I fpoke, toward the door. 
^* Oh \ for mercy bear mel — hear rac but 
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one inftant!" and catching hold of my 
clothes, forcibly to detain me, (Lady Bel- 
font feeming in doubt, whether to let him 
proceed or no, but not interfering) he eagerly 
went on, ** I know you think my own en- 
gagement irrevocable — fufFer me only tp 
fpeak without interruption for this moment, 
and then, if ypu pronounce my doom, I will 
never ofiend you more — but I am now defr 
perate, and muft be heard**^ 

I {at down again, excefiively difturbed. 

He proceeded-^" My engagement would 
very probably have been fopn at an end, in* 
dependently of all extraneops circumftances, 
becaufe I am too little of a hypocrite to af* 
fed: what I do not feel; apd becaufe the 
lady, to whom. I am engaged, has too nice a 
fenfe of honour and delicacy^ to w|(h to bin^ 
me by a promife, no longer fandiope^ ^ 
the affeAion (lie is entitled; to, wfpife^xJ 
candidly acknowledge, that it was niy^iiAt((|> 
tlon, upon quitting you, to have m^4^^^^4f, 
ftruggle with my(elf, to reftore my heartrt^ 
her: had I, however, not fucce<^d€d,,wl^ijcji 
I very much doubt my having had^.tjif 
fmalleft chance of doing, I fhould honei^y 
have imparted to her the true ftale ot rw^ ^i- 
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fcftions, at the fame time offering to fulfil my 
promife at all events, and engaging to devote 
to her every fcntiment that was left me to 
beftow, and fupply, by the moft grateful at- 
tentions, thofe that might be wanting. I 
know her too well, to doubt for an inftant 
what her anfwer would be. She would, 
without hefitation, fet me free, and efteem 
me for the candour of my proceeding. I wHl 
now purfue the fame plart of fincerity, only 
without taking time for the ftruggle ; becaufe 
1 am fully aware, that the beam of hope, 
which has juft broken 'm upon me, muft 
render it ineffeftual. Should (he, contrary 
to my expeftations, choofe to make me abide 
bv my engagement, I will endeavour to 
fulfil it like a man of honour, arid fubmitto 
my fate : but (hould her delicacy prompt her 
to a^ with adigriity more becoming her birth 
fcnd qualifications, then, Mifs Riverfdale— 
©hUhen ! I may, without offending any one 
fcntiment of honour or propriety, await the 
iffue of your fate:, and, fhould it anfwer the 
fervent expeftations, that are now awakened 
in my breaft, I may then fly to improve thofe 
lind affeftions, which, I dare to flatter my- 
ielf,. T perceive ." . . - 
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He had fallen at my feet. I arofe angrily ; 
but he held me, and proceeding with vehc* 
, mence, •' Oh ! do not be difpleafed with me, 
r for thus venturing to interpret the* emotions 
; I have beheld — your very fear of being left 
[ with me — think me not prefuming — but" — 
[- Aftonifhment had thus far contributed 
more to my filence, than any hefitation how 
to anfwer his requeft ; and he had continued, 
with an impetuofity which it was fcarcc 
poflibk to flop. I now, however, breaking 
forcibly from him, exclaimed with indigna- 
tion, " This is, indeed, too much, Sir! You 
are determined to make me fully fenfible of 
my miftaken indulgence, in feeing and hear- 
ing you-— but no confideration upon earth 
(hall ever draw me into fuch a deviation 
again*' — and I burft out o( the rootfx^ not- 
withftanding his efforts to detain me; mcon"- 
fequence of which, I left a part of my mullin- 
gown, of which he* had caught hold, in his 
hands. 

I ran into my own apartment ; and, bolting 
the door, threw myfelf upon the bed, in^ a 
ftate of mind, of which I <an give' you no 
idea, t had exhaufted all my powers, to bear 
up under this trying fqene, and \ uo^h \^- 
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maincd in a fort of flupid infenflbility, hardly 
confcious of what I had faid or done. In 
this fituation I continued for more than two 
hours, ancf was, at length, roufed from it by 
Lady Belfont's knocking at my door. She 
was alarmed at my appearance, when I opened 
it, and, taking me in her arms, gently 
foothed me, which foon produced the effeA 
of bringing a plentiful (hower of tears to my 
relief. 

•• This has proved a much more trying 
fcene than I had apprehended,'* faid (he, 
" and I will delay reporting the iflue of it, 
till you are more compofed.'* . 

" I do not believe I (hall ever be com- 
pofed again. Lady Belfont, after fuch an ad- 
vantage having been takea — fuch an interpre- 
tation put upon my compliance with his re- 
queft — fuch an infult, I mufl call it, as to 
fuppofe me aftuated by fentiments, which, 
fituate as I am, would cover me with djf- 
grace/* 

" Yoii fee this in too ftrong a light, my 
Louifa. He was hurried into the impro- 
priety, of which he was guilty, by the fudden 
revulfion, occafioned in his mind, from the 
unexpe&cd difcovcry, that your fate,, which 
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he had believed To fixed, (hould fliil, io.fonie 
degree, be doubtful. His paflions ..afc 
ftrong, and bear down every thmg before 
them at the moment; but he left me, 
thoroughly fenfibie, himfelf, of his errour, 
and wretched in the dread of having dif- 
pleafed you; and I have undertaken to he his 
advocate, and obtain your forgivenefs,' upon 
condition, that he fets out the inftant I have 

-iignified it to him/* 

" And, if I grant it, he goes with the 
idea, that I retain fentiments for hiiii, every 

^'ay incompatible with my honour and my 
duty. Can I, Madam, authorize the humili* 
ating fuppofition?" 

^* Will you, then, detain hhn //ere, for 
fear he might fufpe(Jl you had realbn to wi(h 
him away?'* 
^ " That, to be fure, would be equally bad ! 

'— Advife me, deareft Lady Belfont, \vhat 
ought I to do ?** . 

" I will tell you, my love, what pafled- 
after you left us; and then you wilLl>e better 
able to determine for yourfelf. As you, by 
haftily pulling the door after yOUj defeated 
his attempt to ^op you> he fell back upon, 
the chair ntSiX6^ to it» and tcft.vc\^ V^ V9«i> 
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dboW)) upon his knees, he wholly concealed 
"kis face in the piece of your gown, which 
bad remained in his hand : in this fituation 
'he continued foi^ a confiderable time, only 
.uttering; occafionally, "(he's gone! — I have 
bfiended her ! — 'irretrievably oSended her !-^ 
Lam[ now every way undohc!" — I did hot 
attempt to interrupt him, perfuaded, that 
leaving him to himfelf would be the moft 
likely method of reftoring him to fome com- 
pofure. This lafted for about half an hour, 
when, raifing his eyes, and fuddenly (eeming 
to recolleft himfelf, he came toward me — 
^* Oh LadyBelfont!'* cried he, " will not 
you intercede for me? Will you not make 
allowance for the madnefs of a moment? 
Never can I forgive myfelf, unlefs Mifs 
Riverfdale forgive me — I muft be for ever 
wretched !" — I afked him what he would wifli 
me to fay to you, — " Oh ! bring her back!" 
he exclaimed ; " let me atone for my prc- 
fumptuous folly; jet my evident contrition 
obtain pardon for my offence, and rfcftore me 
to that place in her efteem— in her friend(hip, 
which (he had fo generoully held out to me, 
and which, by aiming at more, I have perhaps 
for ever forfcittd. — ^1 CJininot ^idft under the 
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foul-diftra&ing idea/' I told hira^ that an]r 
attejnpt to bring you back was quite out of 
the queftion; but, that I was very ready ta 
repeat to you any thing; that he could fug- 
ged, in extenuation of the impropriety into 
which he had been betrayed. He kifFed my 
hand, fighed deeply, and was for a time filent- 
At length, he rcquefted, that I would allow 
hiiji to put down upon paper what he (hould 
entreat me to fay for him, for he found himfelf 
unable to fpeak. If I knew the conflifts' of 
his foul, he faid, I fliould not refiife any 
thing that could alleviate them — ^and if I did 
not plead for him — if I did not o,btain for- 
givenefs for him — no power fhould tear him 
from Geneva. " And will you,*' faid I, " when 
you do receive it, inftantly JFulfil ypur pur- 
pofe, and go?*' — Provided he was aiTured of 
.it, he replied, either from yx)urfelf,. or, at 
leaft,^ under your own hand; he folemnly de^ 
dared he would; for, rather than rilk incur- 
ring your difpleafure a fecond time, he would 
forega any gratification the world could hold 
out to him. Upon this, I promifed to un-r 
dertake his caufe, and endeavoured to c6rti- 
fort him with fomei hope of fuccefs; he 
poured out. a tboufand thanks, tdV vtv^o v 
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- thourand inconfiftenciesj but left me tho- 
roughly fatisiied, that his heart and mind 
are as replete with confcious honour and in- 
tegrity, as lliave ever thought them, although 
' the ftrength of his paffions fometimes occa- 
fions deviations ; from which, however, he 
foon returns, and in his return always appears 
to more advantage than before his erroiir^.and 
fo I am pcrfuaded it will prove in this in- 
llance.'* 
• " J3e has a moft kind and .able advocate 
in. you, my deareft Madam; and I fubmit 
entirely to your opinion/' 

" We will be guided in our proceedings, 
then, by the contents of his letter.'* 

In about an hour the letter came, addrefled 
to Lady Belfont. 

I tranfcribe it. 

" Vous avez daignee cntreprendre de 
plaider ma caufe, Miladi; mais que vous 
lerez loin de rendre la douleur et le repentir 
que rempliffent mon ame! que vous ferez 
loin de pouvoir exprimer tout ce que la 

• ** Yoa have deigned to undertake to plead forme. 

Madam ; bat» how far ihort will you fall of expreffing 

the grief and the repentance of my foul I how hx 

/bojt of puntuigt in it* true colouw, iLVlVv^x ilic dig- 
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condulte fi noble, fi impofante de votre ado- 
rable amie vient encore d'ajouter au refpeft, 
k la profopde admiration^ qu'elle m'avoit 
d6jk infpir^e ! Ah ! fans doute qu'elle a euc 
raifon de me quitter dans T^garement ou elle 
ma vus elle m'a. peut-6tre 6pargn6e par la 
d'achever de me rendre indigne du pardoa 
que j'ofe implorer par votre moyen. Elle m'a 
encore ^pargn6e la plus cruelle de toutes les 
humiliations, celle d'etre avili k mes propres 
ycux. Ah ! qu*elle reconnoifle la v6rit6 de 
men honji^tet^ dans la franchife de cet aveu^ 
fi elle eut 6t6 moins f6vfere, je devenois un 
malhonn^te homme. Je cherchois un accom- 
modement avec mon honneur, et je me feroiis 

nified, the awe impreffing condudt of your adorkble 
friend has flill added to the refpedl, to the profound 
admiration, ihe had before infpired me with ! Ah I too 
farely ihe was right, to^ leave me in the delirium in 
which (he faw me ; it has, perhaps, been the means of 
iaving me from becoming wholly unworthy of the par- 
don I now venture, through your means, to implore^ 
She has, befides, faved me from the mod cruel of all 
humiliations, that of being degraded in my own eyes. 
Had ihe been lefs fevere, I might have become a dif- 
honeft man : for T was feeklng a compromife with my 
duty, and Ihould have made myfelf defpicable. Ah ! 
let her recognife the reality of my uprightnefs, in the 
fincerity of this acknowledgment; Ut Vitt tt^^^l^ 
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rendu m^prifable: qu'elle reconnoi6 
veritable empire de la vertu, dont Tcxei 
excite Temulation dans un cocur droits 
plus furcment encore, que Texemple du 
n'entraine un ccsur foible. Oui elle a 
renal tre la noiienne, et ma gratitude en 
^ternelle." 

" Qu'elle daig^e me pardonner, fi j*a 
un inftant me laifler aller k la pr6fomptic 
croire ne lui fetre pas indifferent! la cru 
avec laquelle elle m'eri a puiii, a 6te 
tique, mais efficace. J'ai failli y fuccon 
mais j*en releverai plus digne de fon efl 
ct je la contraindrai (toute {6vhre qu'elU 
de conveHir qu'au moins j*aurois m^rite < 



alfo, and glory in it, the never failing power of V 
whofe bright example excites the emulation of 
well meaning mind, with flill more certainty, thj 
example of Vice miileads a weak one. She has ki 
the latent fpark in mine, and my gratitude will 
but with my exiftence. 

*' I implore her forgivenefs, for having prefumc 
moment to give way to the idea of not being indif 
to her. The cruelty, with which (he has refent 
was critical, but eiHcacious. I was near finking i 
it, but I fhall rife more worthy of her efleem. J 
conilrain her, rigid as her principles are, to s 
thjitlam at leatt deferving of xhc n^Uc^ Va k^t^ 
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• place dans (bncocur, ou il m*eft defendu 
d'afpirer: je la forderai de me rendre cctte 
amiti^ fi precieufc qu*eHe m'avoit accordce, 
pat le facrificeque je vare m*impofer. Oui, 
Miladi, jeparewroaih, j 'en jure mon hon- 
neur, pourvu que j'obtienne de fa main ce 
pardon, t^ui va faire mon unique confolation, 
ctquVUe y ajoutc la permiflion de lui ecrire 
quand j'aurai triomphedes fentimens qu*elle 

: nc veut pas 6couter. Qu'elle ne craigne pis de 
trie raccordtff; elle peut '5*en rapporter a ma 
fmcerite fur Tuifage que j'en fcrai ; fa dijlance 
qui Va nous feparer me rendra'mcs forces, 
quoique dans cet inftant fa feule idee me fkit 



tion, to which I am prohibited from afpiring. I fhall 
force her, by the rtrift propriety of my future condud, 
to reftore to me that valuable friendfhip, which (he had 
granted me. Yes, Madam, I will go to morrow-— I 
declare it upon my honour — provided that I obtain, 
under her own hand, the pardon, which will now be- 

§ 

come my only confolation; and, that (he condefcend 
to add to it the liberty of writing to her, whenever I 
can truly boaft of having fubdued thofe fentiments, to 
which fhe will not give ear. She may fafely grant me 
this* indulgence, and rely updn 'my fi'ncerity for the 
ufe I fhall make of it: the diilance, that will /bon fe- 
parate us, will re(h)re m/' ftr<!hgth, howeVec^^^ W\ft 
idea of it, at this jnoment, may 'itiafci'mi' ti\5&\^ oi 
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^ment fentir toute ma foibleiTe. 
.w, pour ne pas ajoutcr un mot, que 
puifle nuire a Timpreffion que je cherche I 
vous donner de ma vertu. 

" Mais vous, Miladinfqui vous etcs 
donnee des droits fi juftes h. ma plus viye re- 
connoiilance, quels termes trouverai-je pour 
ATQus en donner une idee ? Quand le (entiment 
eft au defTus de Texpreflion il eft inutile de j 
parler: je n'ai jamais eu tant de raifon de me , 
taire. Daignez done me continued votrc ; 
bienveuillance, et recevoir Thommage d*un \ 
attachement et d*une reconnoiflance fans 
bornes, 

" LE Prince Polinskj." 

You will not fuppofe, my dear brother, 
that my anger could refiit fuch a lettet as 

my weaknefs. I conclude, to guard againft the riik of 
adding a word, that might fuggeil a doubt of my re- 
folution. 

*' But in what terms (hall I exprefs to your Ladyihip 
my fenfe of your indulgent kindnefs, in this and many 
other inflances ? When feeling furpafTes expreflioii* it 
is in vain to fpeak. I never had more reafon to be 
filent. — ^Deign, Madam, to continue to me your good- 
nefs; and accept the auurances of my unbounded grati* 
tude and attachment.**^ 
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• 

this. With Lady Belfont*s approbation, 1 
inftantly fent the following anfwer. 

" Quand on releve de fes- fautes commc 

vous, mon Prince, on fe donne dc nouveaux 

droits a Teflime des ames fenlibles et honnetes, 

je vous rends toute la mienne, ea (ignant 

votre pardon : et quand vous pourres ne nve 

parler que le langage de Tamiti^, j'y repon- 

drai avec toute la finc6rite de celle que vous 

: meritez. Quand m^me les circonftances me 

dtfendroient d>n recevoir en droiture Ic 

temoignage^ et d'y r^pondre de ma main, 

j'apprendrai toujoursavec int^r^t parMiladi 

Belfont des nouvelles de votre bien*Stro et de 

votre tranquillite: et quand je faurai que 

vous avez rejmpli les engagemens que vous 



'* To recover from errour, ts you have dohe. Sir, 
flsuft give you a new claim upon the efteem of every 
good mind ; and I reflore you fully to mine> in figning 
the pardon> for which you call upon me; afluring you, 
at the fame time, that whenever you can fpeak to me 
the language of friendihip only^ I will anfwer it with 
all the fmcerity you merit. In the event, that circum* 
ftances (hould preclude our a&ual correfpondence, I 
(hall ever fed interefted in the accounts I may receive 
jthrpugh; Lady Belfont of your w^are a|id happinefs : 
and whenever I ihall underfland, that you b^Ntbt^voL^X 
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^es, vous porterez a leur comblc 
^mitie que je vous confacre. 
«xuieu, Prince ! — Je ne vous cache pas 
que -ce mot me coute : la franchife dont je 
fais profeffioivm'cn arrache Taveu, et je puis 
me le permettre maintenant que vous ne 
pouvez plus vous trompcr a fon motif." 

This letter went to the inn, where wc 
found he was waiting to receive it. We 
heard nothing farther from hims and the 
next day he left Geneva. 



7 M.— -This has taken me feveral days to 
write, as I am unwilling to lofe a moment of 
Lady Belfont*s company. Now, ^ that her 
ftay is fo limited, I confine the time [ dedi- 
cate to my pen to an hour or two before 
going to bed. 

• I wifh I could have your opinion, in 
regard to all that has lately pafled with 

yourfelf to fulfil your engagement, you will hare 
carried my good opinion of you to' its ucmoil heighth. 
** Adieu, Prince Polinfki! I do not trace this word 
without pain; the franknefs, I upon all occafions pro* 
fefs, draws this avowal from me; and I need not 
fcrople to make'ity ^ow that yoa can no longer miftake 
its motive/^ • 
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Prince Polinfki. You fee I have not verified 
your prcdiaion ; and, as I feel fatisfied, that 
I have acquitted myfelf ^ in the beft manner 
circumftances would admit, I truft 1 (hall 
obtain my dear Henry's approbation. I feel 
really relieved by Prince PoIinifkPs departure^ 
though I avow high admiration of himj 
mixed with fincere friendfhip, and do not 
wifti to conceal from you, that his happinefs 
lies very near my heart. The very unufual 
depreffion, that hangs upon my fpirits, I at- 
tribute wholly to my approaching feparation 
from my beloved Lady Belfoht. You will 
not wonder thati at fuch a momerit, I canfnbt 
write cheerfully, or of indifferirit people. * 



Sth. — I have a letter- from Colonel Mal- 
colm from Ulm, entreating, that he niay 
find one from me at Vienna, with every mi- 
nute particular of what has pi^|Cpd in his kb- 
fence. Alas! there Lam pi^luded from 
following the natural dictates of my fincerity, 
which gives me a more uneafy fenfation, than 
I (hall allow myfelf to defcribe, left you 
Ihould again accufe me of affejStation. .. I 
tryift, Henry, you have admitted my defence 



Tt 
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upon that fubjeA*. I did not tell you all the 
pain fuch an accufation from you gave me. 

The Colonel's letter is filled with protefta- j 
tions of afFeftion and confidence. Heaven 
grant, that his confidence may at length 
prove permanent. The pleafii^ intelligence 
I have to communicate, of the Princess de- 
parture, will fet him wholly at eafe for the 
prefent. 



9^//. — Lady Belfont has at laft received -■ 
news from X.ady Barbara — from iMdy Gran* ; 
tin, I Ihould fay. I have obtained leave to : 
tranfcribe the letter for you : fure I am, that , 
fuch a letter nobody but herfelf would have 
written on fuch an occafion. 

! 
i 

Lady Grantin to Lady Belfont^ 

Tarin. 

" Your Ladyfliip will probably expcd a 
very penitential letter, in atonement for the 
heinous mifdemeanour, of which I have been 
guilty ', and, if I knew in which fold of my 

• By this it appears, that fome of Louifa's anfwen, 
which were written independently of her joumaly arc 
alfo miffing. £. 
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heart to look for one grain of contrition, my 
carneft wifli to obtain your forgivcnefe would 
make me particularly folicitous, to improve it 
into the mod pathetic peace-oifering upon the 
occadon. But as I mud, in the fulnefs of 
fincerity, acknowledge; that, fearch as I may, 
I can difcover nothing but happinefs arifing 
out" of my trangreflion, I cannot, for the 
foul of me, repent of having fecured fo rare 
an acquiiition ; and (haU, therefore, with my 
accuftomed honefty, content myfelf with in- 
treating my -dear Lady Belfont's pardon, for 
having purfued the coy goddefs in my own 
way, and taken a flying leap into her favour, 
And, as a writer,* from whofe authority 
your Ladylhip will not, I am fure, appeal, 
afferts, that, even when courted and obtained 
m the propereft manner, * (he does not al- 
ways make good her name,' I truft I (hall 
'the more readily ftand acquitted for trying 

in experiment rather out of the beaten 
path. 

" I am aware, that I have finned againft 

rule, againft decorum, againft delicacy. But 

could any of thefe, or all of them together, 

have done better foV me^ than enfure felicity ? 

♦ Yoong, 
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I prefumej not : and certain I am, that, had 
I facrificed felicity to them, they could not 
have offered me the fmallefi: compenfation m 
return. Having, therefore, like a judiciom 
gamefler, calculated the chances, ajid got ! 
the odds in my favour, I think I may lay 
claim even to my uncle*s indulgence, for 
having benefitted fo much by his inftruc*; 
tions. 

" I (hall not yet, however, venture to llatc 

L 

the merits of the cafe to him, but beg your 
Ladylhip's kind mediation; for, aithou^I 
contend, that it would be highly unreafon- 
able in Lord Belfont to expeft, that his differ- 
ing from Lord Egmore in politics (hould pre- 
vent my agreeing with his fon in love ; or 
that the lofs of his ele£tion, was to fet afidc 
mine ; ftill I am a little too deep read in men" 
and things, to expeft him to be foon fufHci-, 
ently rational, to attend to the rationality of 
my plea. I muft, therefore, throw myfclf 
wholly upon your Ladylhip's mercy, after ! 
deprecating your wrath, by the afTurance, that, i 
if my precipitate retreat have given you a 
moment's uneafinefs, I am unfeignedly forry 
for it ; for of having ferioufly incurred your 
difpleafurc I have not the fmalleft apprc- 
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henfion, b'ecaufe, however my wild flights 
may have at times provoked your cenfure, 
you had always too much kindnefs toward 
aie in your heart, for me to fuppofe you can 
be angry that I am happy. You iatisfied 
yourfelf, that you did yoiir duty in tutor* 
iog me, and flrenuouily oppofing what you 
could not really be averfe to ; and you will 
not deny me the credit of having done mine, 
in balancing my own fentiments againft your 
ailments ; it was not my fault if the argu- 
Qvents kicked the beam. 

" And now I come to intreat my dear 
Lady Belfont, to employ that mild conciliat- 
ing fpirit, which makes her beloved even at 
the moment Ihe is oppofing one's inclina- 
tions, and foften Lord Belfont in my fa- 
vour. 

." You can, from your own knowledge, 
fet forth how liberal dame Nature has been 
to my fwain, in all external advantages; how 
Paflbion has marked him for her own ; how 
JFortune will, after his father*s death, make 
him amends for her prefent niggardlinefs ; 
and how Folly liad ever failed of Obtaining 
any brnfiire over him, until (hd tempted him 
to lay illl tibcfej advantages At.my'feQt: i^^r 
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haps the amiable humility of , this laft ac* 
knowledgment may captivate my uncle's 
good will. Then your Laydyfhip may affert, 
from my teftimony, that he has enough of 
fenfe, not to pretend to more knowledge 
than he is poflefled of; good.humour> pro- 
portioned to my calls upon it \ and of feofi" 
bility a quantum ftifficity to deem one aac, 
with PhilHs, worth a whole county, without 
her. Let him duly weigh all thefe allure* 
ments, and then candidly pronounce, what i 
mortal woman could have withftood'thcm? 
And pray do not let Mifs Riverfdale's name 
be found in your letter, left it (hould help 
him to, perhaps, the only exception, that could 
be quoted againft me. 

" Will his Lordlhip objedt, that we may 
be involved in difficulties, when it refts fo 
much upon aay flight conceflion; on his part, 
to Lord Egmore, to remove them ? And will 
not Dean Frankly, if defired by your Lady- 
fhip, ftate to the Marquis, how much it is | 
his intereft, if he loves his fon, to fumifh j 
him, by his kindnefs, with inducements to ' 
wiih his life, rather than, by harfhnefs, leave 
him no hope but from his death ? — -In (hprt, 
my dear Madam, give us your powerful fup- 



|Kn*t^ iand we (hall have little to fear ; and 
you could not refefe it, if you faw how de«- 
kght fully we are formed for each other — how 
mutual all our pleafures^-^how we walk— *- 
how we ride— how we fing and play— how 
attentively he liftens when / talk, and bows 
down fubmiffive to my fuperiour fenfe — in 
&ort» • hoW we Jive, and how we love.' 

, • Content with what the bounteous ^ods have given, > 
I feek not to engrofs the gifts of Heaven. 

" To fome, th"e pt)wers of bloody war belong ; 
To fome, fweet muiic and the gift of fong. 
To few, and wond'rous few, has Jov^ aflign'd 
A wife, cxtenfive, all-confidering mind.' 

Popb's Ii^xad* 

" And whilft . my Paris is content to ad- 
mit this rare pofleffion to be exclufively mine; 
I would not wilh to improve him into any 
HeAor or Diomede of them all. 

♦* I muft not omit mentioning one little 
circumftance, which evinces my not having 
wholly efcaped the contagion of your Lady- 
fhip's and Mifs Riverfdale^s prudifh notions. 
Having/ as you would probably conje<fture>i 
my own w'oman to chaperon me in the chaife> 
I infifted upon travelling night and day, 
without ever alighting, except for the tak^ 

YOl.H. H 
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ing it to pieces acrofs mouht Cenis, until we 
reached our Envoy*s chapel at this plaqc, 
where Mr. Davenport was, in confequence 
of Lord Grantin's requeft, in waiting to joia _ 
our hands. Now, as I exped that this due 
regard to the moft fcrupulous decorum will . 
raife me to forac degree of favour, I take 
this to be the very part of my Jotter, wheitt. 
the affurances of my unaltered affeftion wil£ 
be likely to meet with the gfeateft indul- 
gence^ let me truft, therefore, to your long- 
experienced kindnefs, my dear Madam, for 
clothing them in eveiy prefer expreffion of 
regard and gratitude; and believe that, 
though my heart does not always take • the 
ufual methods of Ihowing its feelings, it is 
very truly yours, Bar, Gran tin.'* 



^•mm 



This curious epiflle was accompanied by 
one from her Pari?, as fbe calls him, fo very 
filly, that it is not worth tranfcribing. 

Lady Belfont is now employed in making 
the beft (he can of it all to Lord Belfont^ 
who writes her word, that he will meet her 
at Lyons, if (he will fet out in about a fort- 
night, and &op for a few days at Madame 
de Sainval's, as he cannot accurately fix his 
time of being there. 



Meanwhile^ we are going with Lady Bel- 
iTont to Laufanne, to fee feme friends of hers 
before (he leaves Switzerland. This little 
cxcurfion will be agreeable to my mother 
Had me in all refpe^ts. 

Thh wHl m*ke an interval of a few days 
in my journal, fo that my folio packet 
will remain for the Dean to forward by a 
friend or his. 

Adieu, my deareft brother; 



Miss riverspale to sir henrv. 

Genevdi Aug. i6th. — Every hour, that I 

We pafled with Lady Bclfont, has ftill en* 

deared hef to me; (he is all, that one can 

with a woman to be; and to think, that I 

Jhould poffefs the friend (hip of a being fo eX'- 

alted, and fo foon to be torn from, her — I 

^know not how to endure the thought— what 

will become of me? The trying moment of 

reparation now draws very near, and abforbs 

every other idea; ftill I endeavour to dwell 

upon it as little as poflible — but I am very 

wretched. 

My friends add fevercly to my diftrefs, by 
concurring with my own wi(hes in f^^a>ox ^^ 

H Z 
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•Lady Belfont's propofat to take me with 
her; on the other hand (lands ftern Duty 
Alone, from whofe dictates, however, there 
is no appeal. 

It was propofed, that my mother (houW 
refide at Laufehne, with my grandmother and 
aunt, during my abfencej and my mother 
.dwells (o much upon the (atisfadfcion this 
would afford to them all, that it alfo places 
me in the light. of facrificing their comforts, 
to what they can honour with no better name .■ 
than mi/ objlinacy. This is a trying fitua- : 
tiori, you will allow. 1 have declared my- 
felf perfedly ready to live at JLaufamie, i 
if they would accept of my company 
in addition to their fociety, inftead of 
making >me the bar to their enjoyment 
of each other. I obferved to my;mpther, 
that my having now done with *the mat 
ters, upon whofe account our refidencc was 
fixed here, there could be no reafon for our 
con^tinuance at this place, in preference to 
Laufanne; but fhe would not liftento me^ 
her aim is to force me away ; fhe is not, 
however, impartial upon the fubjeft; and 
while it is left in my option, I feel 0>yfclf 
ibounA to refill. 
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We returned hither laft night, and find 
Madame d'Urtife is gone to Soleure, proba-. 
bly to follow up> with more rigour, the forms: 
of penance preferibed. to her-. Her abfence 
is a very, lucky circumHance for me juft now* 



4ug. ly.r— A kttcr, juft received iirom 
Colonel' Malcolm, gives fuch an opening for 
the renewal of Lady Belfont's proppfal, that- 
my agitatioii is extreme, in the doubt oT 
what I am to do— 

The Ertiperor fuddenly left Vienna, the 
very day before Colonel Malcolm reached it. 
His return is uncertain^ and may be deferred, 
ftopi weeks to months. The diftance and: 
eixpenfe preclude, his returning hither in the 
interim.-r— You may believe Jie. curfes his 
ftars^. and writes under great depreffion of 
fpirits — ^his letter is diftreffing in all refpeds, 
excepting, that it* profefles the moft un* 
bounded confidence^ in my affedion, and 
reliance upon my prudence, 

I. am interrupted. *^ 

My mother and Lady Belfont came to: 
inquire jnto the contents of the letter : I gave^ 



it tbem to read i tiiey, with one accord, m 
ftantiy pronounced that this uncertainty pu 
aa end to all poffible objection to my journey 
X ftiU combated, but I fear it was feebly 
for they conquered — and now I am^ fo di 
vided, between the happinefs held out t 
zne in my dear Lady Belfont's fociety, an 
the fear of having deYialed ^om wha 
Colonel Malcolm was entitled to expe£): froo^ 
XMy that I fcarcely k^w what I thinky os^ 
what I feel. 

' In the mean time, my beloved brother^ I 
venture to indulge a hope, which I have never' 
before admitted into my bread, left it might 
too powerfully draw me afide froni what I 
coniidered as my duty— ^and this is, that I 
may once more embrace my Henry, before 
be embarks — once more. have the inexpreffi* 
ble happinefs of beholdiag him — of recurring 
tfy his opinion upon many points, upon 
which thofe of his letters, that have fortu- 
nately reached me, have not been explicits — • 
O, may your apprebenfion of being delayed 
till Chriftmas now prove prophetic ! May I 
be fo fiortunate as to find Coloryl Malcolm's 
concurring approbation of my excuriion at- 
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Paris, whither I requeft him to diredl his 
anfwer, which there is no time for me to 
receive here, and my fatisfedion will be 
complete. 

My mother goes to Laufanne. — The few 

remaining days, previous toourdepart'urci will 

be fo completely filled up by the necefiary 

preparations for it, that I rauft here con* 

elude my journal ; which I fliall, however, 

Tefume upOn th^e road, although travelling 

toward you. — No words cw convey an adc* 

quate idea of the prefent date of my, mind| 

but you may conceive it,: — Adieu, my be^ 

friend 1— How freely does this word, Avbich 

has fo often diftreiTed me^ now flow froni 

my pen ! — Adieu ! Adieu * I 

• % ■ 

♦ The only flragmcftt that has been found of the 
Joimial Sir {fenr^ mentiona^ to his fiiler> ia inferteJ 
\%X9» ts the beft place for a thing fo entirely uncoil^ 
ftededwith the Hory; which the Editor* however^ 
hopes the public opinion will juftify his wifh to brjjig 
tpli^ht. 
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FRAG^MENT OF A BETTER FROM »I^ ' 

HENRY RIVERSPALfi TO LOVUA. j 

■ . ■ . I 

.— — Mt journal wilK affurcdly place Englift j 



manners in a new light to you» and probably 
damp the enthufiafm. With which you now 
view them : how far you^ may thank me for 
undeceiving you, I know not ; but it may 
be a confiderable time^ before I find a con* 
venient opportunity of forwarding tp yoa ^ 
packet fo voluminous. 

In compliance, however, with your knpd* 
tience tp be initiated into fome of the 
fafliionable circles I frequent, I have, in 
the meanwhile^ devoted one night to the 
communication of the tranfadions of one 
day, which has afforded me as much entei? 
tainment, from the variety of charaftcrs k 
has thrown in my way, as any that I have: 
pafTed fince I came to England. 

When Stanville introduced metoLordLef- 
Cngham, he had mentioned to him my 
cariofity to fee and hear ejctraordinary cha- 
r^.fters ; in confequence of which, we received 
^n invitation to dinnerj lo ixv^tt Dodor Poly- 
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glot; Mr. Gadfon, and Mr. Hornbeam^ 
name^ certainly not new to you ; to thefe wcr© 
added, Sir Silenus . Furzeball, Mr. Fairford^: 
and Lady. Urania Dyfon, compodng, alto- 
gether, a motley and diverting group. • 

To Polyglot, Gadfouy and Hornbeamv 
my attention was chiefly diredted, from their* 
various celebrity in the literary and political* 
world ; but Lady Urania having fingled out,*^. 
and invited Doftor Polyglot ta fit nert her,,., 
for the, exprefe purpofe of afcertaining.hir^ 
depth in the. Greek language, and the con- - 
verfation being .carried on in a-half whifpcr/ 
on her part, and a contemptuous Xort of vdry 
retort on his, the entertainment of it* was ? 
confined wholly to themfelves.^ 

Sir Silenus^^ Furzcball, on the other hand, t 
cngrofled the. attention, of the. reft oft the 
company^ by critical differtations upon vari-.* 
ousdifheSi and the improvements and dis- 
coveries of his own cook. Morel, whofc culi^ - 
nary talents foart fo* far . above competition^^ 
thatshis tibU. bids, defiance to rivalry. . And ' 
this, wasfet {orth iiv. fuch evident contempt > 
o£. the repaft brforo him: (which, however^v 
WW,, not.vonly cxpi?^five>.bv|t .elegfinf)^., »s 

^ 5. 
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placed Lord and Lady Leflingham*s polite-^' 
nefs in a firong lig^ht, who did not betray 
the fmalleft perception of a want of good 
breeding, fo manifeft to every one. . 

I looked impatiently for the removal of 
the cloth, in the hope that with it would 
be removed the incitement to Sir Silenus's 
garrulity. It was but an exchange of evils* 
t>oftor Polyglot inftantly reminded Lady 
Leffingbam of her ufual indulgence in ad- 
flitting his hoakay which he declared to be 
abfolutely requifite to the relilh of his firft 
glafs of wine. The hooka was introduced, 
and with it, to my infinite regret, he foon 
|>ulfed away the ladies. 

The converfation now, however, became 
general, and I thought charafteriftic enough. 

"My good friend," faid Fairford, whofe 
attention had, till then, been divided be* 
tween the dinner, and the djefs of Lord Lef- 
fingham's daughters, by whom he was placed; 
and in whofe agreeable countenances an arch, 
but inftanta^i^eoufly repceiled fmile, had occa-^ 
fionally betrayed their opinion of the ob* 
ftpvations addrefled to them : ^ my good 
fii«ndt*' fsid h^^ to Doftor Polyglot, •• pet- 
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tnit mp to take the liberty of fu^efting, that 
^u muft be bigotted to that barbarous 
habitude to the laft pointy when you can 
pujfue it, at the price of putting to flight 
tb^t enchanting fex, which { vow, before 
Heaven, I never feel in my element,, whei^ 
feparated from." 

^ T»if irSrif J xt^ *~ ««'e^*," replied the Dean,. 
dryly. 

This powerful retort, being above the com-^ 
prehenfibn of hisnew/r/^«(/, (for, it appeared, 
that they had only once before been in comti- 
pany together) reniained unanfwered^ 

" I think, we are much obliged to thr 
Dean," (aid Sir Silenus ;. '** forj, upoa mjr 
foulf I alway3 confider the women ai^able a^ 
a bar to conviviality, and it's a d. — d prpvokr 
ing thing,, that they do not remove, after' tb€^" 
firft gUfs, as they ufed to doJ' 

** Why, as to that,." replied Mv. Qadfoi^ 
^ the late enlargement of theii: minds,, an^i 
their freedom from prejudicesi, brings thec^t 
fibmuch nearer to a. level with us,J* (and th^* 



ff To every tiaxsg there is' a feafen/'* 
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little creature drew himfclf up, as he uttered 
the word us J " that I rather feel my ideas 
brightened by their prefence ; and, if ever I 
bave thought myfelf more peculiarly fbrtisr 
sate, at one time than another^ in the de- 
fence of a free opinion, it has been aigainf&a 
female antagonift." 

*' There may be another Fcadbn for that, 
Jacky,'* faid Doftor Polyglot, drolling^ 
•* We fometimes fliine pofitively, and fomc-. 
times comparatively, you know. Now the - 
weaknefs of your opponent's logic might, 
very probably, conftitute the ftrength of your 
argument ; for, you will not pretend to deny, 
J^cky, that when^ you broach any of your 
Bonfenfeto me^ I cut you up without mercy 
•-—turn your own weapons upon you-— Ha ! 
ha! ha!" 

** Nay, nay,** contended Jacky, a, little 
Dettled, "you may, indeed, overpower me by 
force of lungs, in default of argument,, at 
any time; but, if you recoiled, how fatis- 
faftorily I proved to you, at our very laft 
meeting, the advantage that would refult to 
focicty from the annihilation of all laws — '* 

** You prove a fiddleftick>" interrupted 

the Dcm. 1* You got be^givd y^mx depth. 
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Jaek]r, and I was unwitting' to- expofe 
youJ* 

Gadfon coloured, and was preparing to 
reply with warmth^ when Lord Leflinghami 
probably wifhing to turn off^ the dUcourfei 
plsafiwitly interpofed, by faying, "He- takes 
^ry unfair advant^e of you, Gadfon; fori 
Ihould both- argument and liings fail, h^ 
can envelop your brighteft ideas in* douds,^'f 
(coughing from the fufTocation of the fmoke) 
f through which the devil4imiji]blf could fcarce 
difcern them, however he might • expeft to 
gain from their pFop^tion.'*' 

^^ I^hav&as little faith in the devil as>iB 
2Hgr other popular prejudice,'* cried Gadfon^ 
^^ I labour for the be^iefit of hitman nature^ 
in exploding all received opinions, and am 
perfedly clear, that univerfal happinefs can 
ilone ber^flablifhed upon universal indepen^ 
ience.'* 

** l^en treat you^ fpare one popular prejiir 
Jkey in the univerfeL wreck,. for my fake^? 
[aid Hornbeam ; " and that is, in favour of 
pure, genuine, unfophifticated wine, for 
iwhich, I thinks Lord Lefiitigham may chaU 
tei^e the worlds fo,. put the bottk.roui^ 
Mr. StaariUoc!' ? 
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*' And do not let us lofe fight o( the 
topic that was originally ftarted,** replied 
Stanville, pafTing the bottle^ *^ the enlaige- 
ment of female minds ; I own, I love to dif- 
cufs it; for my prejudice, with which I 
fhbuld be a^ unwilling to part as Mr. Horn- 
beam,, runs fo ftrongly io &vour of the fex^ 
that I cannot help wiihing to aflbciate them^ 
in one way or other,, with my moil agreeabk 
purfuits,** 

. '^ Your language is that of a young man, 
and a bachelor, Sir,^ faid Sir Silenus; **^If 
who am neither the one nor the other, caiv 
^eak from experience; and, upon my foul,, 
they are a d — d fet altogether, and th^ 
clearer a man can keep of them, the better 
for him." 

** Speaking from experience^ precludes alt 
conteftation of the reafons that may have 
been given for your opinion,. Sir Silenus^i 
though we may be allowed to condole with 
you, upon not having been more fortunate 
in the choice of your acquaintance,** replied 
Stanville. 

*^ Sir Silenus Furzeball probably employs 
h)S time in more rational purfuit^ thaa 
thumbiner the poets J' obii^iNtdL Hombeamj; 
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• or Co profefled a votary of Bacchus could 
never think of (eparating him from his fwom 
friend, Cupid. '^ 

" He*ll aflbciate the god of foupcs and 
ragouts with him, in his ftead/^ cried Lord 
Leffingham ; '* and high pried More) will fs^ 
crifice never-failing incenfe upon his altars.**" 

(It feems, this modern Lucullus divides 
bis day between the labour of inventing new 
diihes, and the joy of gormandizing them^ 
ever accompanied with potations deep^ which 
Uppily relieve him from the tedium of the 
evening.) 

** Now> P cannoty for my life,'* cried 
Hornbeam^ **• fhake off my juvenile remi- 
mfcences of Horace and Anacrebn; and,, in-^ 
deed, I would not, if I could, feparate love 
and wine ^ and fo I connect women as much 
lith my pleafure,. and keep th«m as diftindk 
4om my bufinefs,. as poffible — that's my 
creed,, in refpeft to them.'* 

^^ Had Horace and Anacreon lived ia 
khefedays,'' refiuned StanviUe, "they might 
liave admitted their mjiftrefles to a participa-^ 
)ion in the • flow of foul,! as well^ in thafr 
)f wine. I cannot fuppc^e it is miy exclu- 
imt prjviieg«> to be acquaintfiii wlK^oscvs.x» 



of cnHgKtened ' minds,-, and^jenlarged xmder- 
ftandings; and Twill candidly confeis^ that 
Thave reaped more advantage, frora female 
opinion and adviccr -** 

** In regard to the cut of your coat, or 
tie of your cravat, 1 i fuppofe,^ interrupted 
Furzeball, fneeringly. 

Stanville looked difdain y but Fairford inter- 
rupted the expreffion of it, by. faying^ e^erl^* 
"'And permit me to have the^ honour of at 
furing you, Sir, that they are pofitively thft 
only judges in the world of every thing (& 
that fort. I abfolutely declare, that I do not* 
think there, can be any appeal from their tri- 
bunal ; in fine, I'always hold myfelf'by tjift 
opinion of my particular friend, PrinGePotan 
ramouiky's, the Ruffian Anabaflador at Ma-*- 
d'rid, upon this fubjeft/' 

"^My dear: Fairford," faid LordLeffii^* 
ham, laughing, ** if you let a Ruflian guide: J| 
your opinion in regard to women,, the Lord- 
have mercy upon. your wife]" 

"Ah!' my. friend/' replied Fairford,i 
"• you always turn every :thing intopleafantryj. 
but,, upon my honour, what I -was going to^ 
fay^ was of the greatefl: ferioufnefs, and it. 
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friend of. minC) Count Dunderblink, atCon« 
ftantinople/' 

*^'The devil! coming both fcom Madrid 
and Conflantinople, it muft be forcible, in-^ 
deed!'' LordJLeffingham excliumed. *'Well> 
Fairford, what was it ?" 

** My dear Fairford/ fays the Prince, (fot 
t?e were upon that footing of intimacy which 
difpenfes with the Mr.) * my dear Fairford;! 
iays be, ^ put it well into your head,, that it i& 
to pleafe the. women we drefs^ and to ou6 
fuccefs with them we owe our beft reputa«^ 
tionj and,, therefore, if they approved ofi 
]K)ur turning your ftock-bucklain front, on 
Wearing your ruffles about your throaty neven 
hefitate, but count upon its fucceeding.** 

A general lau^ enfued> which Fairfordi 
fi^r an inftant, hefitated how to take; but. 
being perfedly good humoured,., and not in 
the leafb aware of laying himfelf open to ri-r 
dicule, he joined in it very heartily, 

•* How long people may live without bein^ 
aware of their own deficiencies!?* obfervcd 
the Dean. • ** Now, Lproteft, I, always con^ 
iGdered myfelf as tolerably, verfed in,my ma<v 
ther tongue, and yet, Mr. Fairford find^i 
DKAPs to make n)C fe.nfibU oC ja>^ \^tig\^x«:^ 
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©f it ; for, unlefs fomc of the company does 
me the favour to aSt the part of an inter- 
preter, I am in danger of remaining a (Iranger 
to the force of his argument. Now, Jacky,'' 
turning quick to Gadfon, ^ I adviie you to 
take a few lefTons from him, and you'll 
know how to nonplus me in future/' 

" I am really, Sir, infinitely flattered^** 
Fairford replied, " that you honour my 
idiom with your attention^ it is what I have 
made my particular Audy, ever fince m^ 
friend. Baron Rammekin^ obferved to me^ 
upon the grating found of Englifli to afi>^ 
reign ear. It immediately flruck me, that 
by adopting,, as much as poffible, the Frencb 
turn of phrafei and a -little foftening the 
pronunciation^ one might harmonize the 
£nglini language,^ fo as to make it lefs diir 
gufting; and, indeed, the Baron took no- 
tice, when he was here lafl year, that nif 
manner of fpeaking was fo much improved^ 
and betrayed fo little of the goiii du trr^Wf 
that he could pofitively almoft have takea 
me for a foreigner. But that might be his 
partiality, you know; and, of courfe, I do 
aot mention it from vanity.** 
^ ^' No^ truly y Sir," Do&oi Pol^^ot laid. 
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: • there is no pccafion 5 fo far from cftcem- 
Ag it a merit to aflimilate our language to a 
Dreign car, I (hould be glad to refikore a 
Mtantumftifficit of its original barbarifm, to- 
Irive every foreigner out of the found o£ 

\r 

Fairford> of^jended in the perlbns of all th«; 
^rineeS) Counts, and Barons, his particular 
(ieads^ retorted with warmth. ** I feel o^yfelf 
po much bound, by the rules, of good breeds* 
1^ to, attack the avowed partialities of anf 
i^on in conapany. I make no allvifions to 
be dafjks s I am no judge>^ how far the: 
tudy of them is likely to improve the man-^ 
^fs of their votaries" — looking round foe- 
{^iLaufc, as if ho bad faid,. that was a. (harp 

wch. 
The Dean,^ with a loud laugh, " Wc nonc^ 
f us fufpeAed you were, I believe. Sir;. 
& ! ha! ha! excuTe me; I always hold iK 
lir to give hit for hit, as well as argument 
>r argument^ for, if we were to difcufs th^ 
oint feriouily, I Ihould contend that the 
[recks underftood the to prepoB,^ * 

• Elegtnt decorunvk 



V 
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" The tocj what> Sir ?*' interrupted F^- 
ford, angrily. 

" Pfliaw !"' Lord^ Leffingbam iiiterpofed,' 

" yott muft not expeft Fairford'to defer to« 

any tde but Veftris'S — and, bjy the way, if 

. you have a mind to fee him in the Deferter 

to night, here's my ticket Tor you.'* 

" My friend, L would not fee Roffi aruf 
Ee Picq in the Defcrter again, upon any con»- 
fideration," returned Fairford : " I proteft, it 
racks one's fenfibility ten times' worfe thai!* 
the Siddons. I went to the Duchefs o^ 

D 's, from the opera laft Saturday, fo very* 

hyfterical, that I was obliged to have Eaucte* 
Cologne, and all- manner of things, to rc« 
CQver me, and I thought Lady -Urania wouid^ 
never have done teafing me about the dc* 
Itcacy of my nerves," 

DoftoF Polyglot withdrew the hooka fronr 
bis lips, preparatory to another hit at Far- 
ford; but Lord Leffingham^ fmilingly, warded- ; 
it ofFi " Now you name Lady Urania,*' he- 
fatd, " there's an enlightened woman's mind 

for you, Stanville! and fee what a d d 

thing a female pedant is!" 

"If. the overhearingncfs of, knowledge were- 
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ithcrgeocral in women or peculiar to then^, 
would give up their caiife," he replied* 
But I mu ft contend, that I have feen male 
ledants as intolerable as Lady Urania, and 
iiperiour faculties born as meekly by women, 
ttby Mr. F — himfelf. You^arc acquainted 
mth Mrs. Blandford, as well as with Lady 
Urania :my Lord, what fay you to her? 
Few men furpafsher, either an underftanding 
or. knowledge ^ and what Avonlan has more 
gentlenefs or fweetnefs of ^manners? Playful, 
unafluming, rather endeavouring to briag 
Others forward, than to obtrude herfelf." 

•* What d— d hypocrify that muft be !'* 
CTied .SkSilenusj ** I Ihould hate her for 
it." 

" I defy any mortal to hate her, that has 
!ver feen her'* — Lord Leffingham replied. — 
^* True, Stanville, I had forgotten her : equal 
to moft men in fcience, * yet not above her 
Tex's cares,' as Young. fays .^* 

** If (he really have acquired a critical 
knowledge of Greek, without being vain of 
rt,*' the Dean faid, *^ I will allow her merit j 
not, indeed, that! hdd^a woman worth fpeakr 
ingto; who'is wholly deflitute of daffical 
kiiowledge;' for what converfatlon iv tU^i: 
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without it ? If my wife could not feel the 
aptnefs of a Greek quotation, and admire 
me for it, when we are fitting over the fire in 
a winter's evemng, I fhould be mighty 'apt 
to fpit in her face." 

Fairford burft into a violent fit of laugbtei> 

begging a thoufand pardons^ at the fame time^ 

for his rudenefs ; but> really, that vlajfied 

^alanterie was {o ualooked for, that it wholljf 

^overpowered his Tefpei^: for good manners. 

" A flight violation that of the to prepon^ 
to be fu re, Mr. Dean," Hornbeam obfenr- 
cd : " Anacreon was not fo difficult to pl6afe 
as you^ for, after enumerating the peculiar 
advantage allotted to every fpecies in the 
-creation, he goes on, you know, to women : 

* What, then, does feeble woman boaft? 
Beautyy more potent tluin a hofl, 

Tho* arm'd with fpear and Ihield ; 
. Let beauty fparkle in her eye. 
The fair may fire and fteel defy. 

And win the glorious field? 

And I fay, with him, that is their diftinC* 
live property, let them abide by it, and 
make the moft agreeable ufe they can of it) 
for bX\ our fakes. Come, here's the whole 

3 



iclianting fcx !" filling up a bumper. ** Om 
lecies of happincfs, for which I am con- 
antly indebted to them, is the delight of 
itting drunk to their healths,*' 

" I muft beg leave, Sir, to revert to what 
firft threw <)ut," faid Gadfon, " and caH 
Dur attention to one prodigious advantage, 
ifulting to tlie fex from the prefent en- 
irged fphere of their education, which^ 

(hall taLe the liberty of obfervLng, Mr* 
tanville did not urge, as, I think, he might 
ave done; and that is, its aflbr<ling theni 
ie means of emancipating from the fetters 
F prejudice, and foftering, at the famt 
me, a liberality of mind, which may prompt 
lem to difpenfe with that badge of fuper- 
ition and flavery — ^the marriage ceremony, 
will be "bold to fay. It is the grand defide- 
.tum to be accomplifhed, by letting the 
mge of tlieir ftudies be unconfined; and a 
)mpletc fyftem of morality will never ob- 
lin, till wonpen and property ai^c in com- 



ion/' 



" How limited muft have been the per- 
eptions of the ancient philolophers," faid 
(tanville^ [[ when they abfurdly afcribed 
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the civilization ^f ^tnankind to connuViat 
love. 

' Et mulier conjunAa viro xoace&t, et anam 
Cailaque privato veneris connubia.laeta 
«Cognita font—— 

" Paeri parentum 
Blanditils facile ingeniam fr^ere fupeFbam ^ 

And how comprchen'five and new the ideas 
of our modern L.ucretii, to reverfe the fyf- 
1cm, and ln:\prove mankind, l>y returning to 
a (late of bafbarifm'!'* • 

** Philofophy would ill deferve its name,** 
replied Gadfbn, •* if it were to be ftaggeicd 
"by a fneer; neit'her do 1 flinch from the im- 
putation oF novelty. Sir," added ho, witi 
ibme degree of exultation. 
- '** Nor yet, in this particular, build much 
upon it, 1 Ihould imagine," faid Lord Lcf- 
fingham. *" Houfleau's Eulogy of Savag^ 

• Thus englifhcd^ 
^Domefttc fcenes their foftened hearts infpire. 
They rear the cot, and own Love's facred ire; 
To the foft joys of blifs connubial led. 
And the chafte pleafures of the marriage-bed ; 
The infant's lifp, and fweet enchanting (jnile, 
Charm their rough hearts, and every care %eguib» 
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Life, or the refined Spartan plan of femate 
exemption from modefty, might cither of 
them fervc as the bafis of the fyftem. — " 

" Which, when duly eftabliflicd, may il- 
luftrate the Athenian's reply to the boafting 
Spartan^'* added Stanville, " and prove the 
true republican code of virtue, to be founded 
upon the permiflion of every fpecics of immo- 
lalityV 

" I reprobate the very word code. Sir;** 
cried Gadfon. 

" Ha! ha! ha!" interrupted the Dean; 
" your new fyftem, Jacky, will turn out 
like my poor curate's Concordance, which 
he palled iixteen years in compo(ing, and 
when he came to London, to * offer it to the 
bookfellers, found there had been one pub- 
liQied before he was born, which he had "^ 
never hi^ard of. I do not, however, accufe 
you of never having heard of Roufleau, or 
Lycurgus; but you think, by a little new- 



• Alluding, probably, to the (lory in Plutarch's 
Apophthegms, of the Spartan, who boailed adultery * 
was ui^nown in Sparta. ** How (hould adultery exift« 
where wives are in common ?'' replied the Athenian. 

VOh. II. X 
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faDgled nonfenfe fuperadded, to bamboozle 
us out of the recoUedtion of them." 

*^ I acknowledge no matter. Sir, but Truth ; 
my fearch after that may induce a coinci- 
dence with Roufleau or Lycurgus, for which 
I do not hold myfelf accountable > but truth 
is my objedt/' 

" Ay, but you are for ever groping at 
the bottom of the well, while truth floats 
much nearer the furface than you are aware 
of," rejoined the Dean; " and none but 
fuch a mifchievous paradox-monger as you 
would think of denying matrimony to be the 
band of civilization. — Don't force me, now, 
to bring down my heavy artillery upon you. 
You are confcious, Jack)% I could annihilate 
you, if I thought proper; for you have 
nothing but plain Englilh to fight with 
yet," glancing his eye at Fairford, " and 
that won't bear out your abfurdities; but, 
trull me, you'll get yourfelf Ihut out of 
every man's houfe, who has eitlier wife or 
daughter, if you go about propagating fuch 
confounded doftrine." 

Whether from fear of the threatened ar- 
tillery, or that Gadfon's delight is in darting 
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hypotbefes, which he wants the ingenuity to 
defend — he was filent. 

*' You are right enough there, Mr. DeSin, 
indeed," exdainxed Sir Silenus; ** hold out 
wickednefs to woman, and neither hufband 
or father can fave her from running head* 
long into it-r-^Don't I know them ?" 

"A little to your coft, it (hould fcem* 
Furzeball," Lord Leffingliam faid, 

" I would readily enough make over les 
petijes morales to them, fo they would keep 
clear of fcience^" cried Hornbeam ; " but 1 
never meet with a philofopher in petticoats, 
that does not put me in minci of the old 
Tpng, . 

♦ You may do very well for our coufins and aunts, 
' ' But, truft me, you'll never be wives.' 

" Their dr— d itch for fcribbling offends mc 2 
if the women take to the pen, the men 
muft take to the diftsifF, or what the devil's 
to become of children and houfekeeping ? 
and where will the evii Hop? It pervades 
every clafs/' 

" Ay, that's jijft wh^t J wifti," cried 
Gadfpn. 

•* Why, then, I yfi(h you h^d tieea ot ll\^ 
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party, who had like to have loft their dinner 
by it, at mj houfe, the other day," returned 
Hornbeam. ** I had invited fome friends 
to eat road beef and plumb pudding with 
me: a confiderable time pafled, after the 
ufual hour, without any appearance of 
dinner; when, upon going into the kitchen, 
to inquire what had happened, I found the 
beef half burned to a cinder, while my cook 
wascorreding an ode (he had written upon her 
pudding, inflead of thinking of difliingit.'- 

Hornbeam's illuftration of his argument 
afforded a hearty laugh. 

I now mitde an attempt to give a political 

,turn to the converfation, having fome curi- 

ofity to hear Hornbeam upon a topic, which, 

I had been told, he treated with the fame 

gay pleafantry that he does every other; but 

Dodor Polyglot became fo impetuous. Sir 

Silcnus fo contemptuous, and Hornbeam 

himfelf to verge fo near upon that felicity, 

which he had before declared to be his 

fummum homm^ that Lord Leflingham 

chocked and turned off the fubjed. Others, 

kfs to my tafte, occurred ; and 1 took the firft 

opportunity of making my efcape to the ladies, 

. JJpon entering the drawing-room, I was 
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highly gratified to perceive Mrs. Blandford, 
whom Stanville bad mentioned with fo much 
admiration, fittiiig upon the fofa at work, by 
Lady Leflingham. 

I had before been in company with Mrs. 
Blandford, and admired the peculiarly agree- 
able turn of her countenance and manners, 
but was not aware of her very fuperiour un- 
derfbndiitg, and had negleded to get my- 
ielf introduced, for which I propofed to 
inake myfelf amends^ the moment that Stan* 
ville Ihould join us. 

Lady Urania Dyfoa was lounging upon 
the oppofite fofav with a Greek Homer in her 
hand. At the farther end of the room were 
Lady^ LelSngham's daughters, two ele- 
gant, ait^^mnpliibed young women, looking 
ever Ibme drawings, brought from Italy by 
a Mr, Fulmer, who, with his fifter, com- 
pleted a very agreeable group, which I im- 
mediately joined, perceiving Mrs. Blandford 
and Lady Leflingham to be engaged in a 
whifpering converlation. 
. Fairford foon followed me up ftairs. " My 
dear friend !" he exclaimed, " I am fo infi- 
nitely obliged to you, forgiving the example 
of attending the ladies, as you caiv \vwt. u<^ 

' 3 
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idea; for, upon my honour, I never exift:^ 
in Tuch an atmofphere before ; and, were i 
not out of confideration for Leffingham, 
would really neither have endured, nor pafle^ 
under filence, that grofs pedant's abfokit^ 
want of knowing how to live, in his coarlc^ 
attack upon my foreign friends.'* 

" You, who have been in ail parts of the 
world, Mr. Fairford,'* interrupted Lady 
*^ Charlotte Summers, can, peiiiaps^ decide 
the difpute between Mr. Fidmer and me, i& 
regard to this drawing.** 

*' Your Lady (hip does me too much ho- 
nour," he replied. " Certainly, as far- as 
any little talents one may have the fortune 
to be poffefled of caa be improved, by the 
number of courts one has had the happinefs 
to make one'i bow in, I may boaft, that 
mine have not been negleded ; particularly, 
as I have had the honour of cultivating the 
friendlhip of the mod diftinguiftied per- 
fonages about the fovercigns of every coun* 
try I have vifited, which I look upon to be 
the only efficient mode of enlarging one's un- 
derftanding, increafing one's knowledge, and 
poliflnng one's manners." 

'' We all allow you to be the abflrad and 
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>rief chronicle of courts and falhions," faid 
-rady Emily, fmiling, 

** You muft have devoted many years to, 
he important purfuit, Mr. Fairford/' faid 
Vlifs Fulmer. 

** Quite the contrary, I do alTurc you ; | 
completed the whole in lefs than a twelve* 
month.*' 

** Cultivating all thofe friendlhips as you 
Went along?*' faid Lady Emily. 

** Englilh people can form v^ery little idea 
of the rapid advances friendfhips make 
abroad : I proteft, it never took me above a* 
week s indeed, I feldom (laid above- a fort- 
night any where, or how could I have got on^ 
you knowr But, then, I may fay, withont 
vanity, that I poffefs the art of accommo* 
dating myfelf to people, and I never had the 
mortification to be recognifed for an Englifh* 
oaan any where." 

** Fie, Mr. Fairford!'' cried Lady Char* 
lotte, " what could you b^ taken for, tbak 
IS half as good ?" 

** Certainly — in point of eilentials, and 
all that, I don't mean — but only the manner 
of prefenting onefelf— one's cojume^'-^n^'i 

14 
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art of faying pretty nothings, have Co much 
effe«^ abrpad '* 



*• The tfFedt is not jvholly loft even here, 
I afliire you, Mr. Fairford/' faid Lady 
Emily, looking archly round upon her com- 
panion's, who were fmothering a laugh. 

He repeated, (he was too good ; an;! then 
began to examine the drawing, which Lady 
Charlotte put into bis band, defiring he 
would determine, whether a ruin there re* 
prefented was the temple of Fortune, ot of 
Concord, which Mr. Fulmcr called it, and 
(he difputed. 

Fairford, who had probably never heard 
of the exiftence of either, fcreened his igno* 
rancc under 2L plai/anterie, in the true French 
ftyle, fajing it was afluredly the temple of 
Difcordj (ince it had produced a difputebe* 
tween her Lady (hip and Mr. Fulmer. 

A general fmile fatisfiedhim, that his wit 
had faved the credit of his karnirig; and he 
concluded his fpeech with a hearty laugh. 

** If I were at home, 1 could look into 
Strabo for you,'* faid Lady Urania. ** His 
authority is incontrovertible, in any point of 
geographical knowledge." 
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** This is merely topc^raphical/* faid Mr. 
Fulmer; " both the tcmpks in queftion are 
in the environs of Rome.'* 

•^I beg your pardon," Lady Urania re- 
plied; ^ I thought the flcetches had been 
Grecian/ or I fliould not have interfered.** 

" I think I perceive an infcription," faid 
Lady Charlotte. 

" The characters are fo minute, I cannot 
diftinguilh them/* Mr. Fulmer faid. . 

" Mrs. Blandford is an able decipherer," 
replied Lady Chariot tej "if Ihe would jufl; 
caft her eye upon jt/* 

Mrs. Blandford declined it, faying. Lady 
Urania Dyfon would underftand it better. 

Lad| Urania rofe indolently from the fota; 
and, glancing her eye over it, laid, " Mrs., 
Blandford means to compliment my fight, I 
prefume; for, as to the infcription, it isi?w/y 
Latin ; any child may conftrue it.*' 

" I am perfectly aftoniQied,. to bear your 
Ladyftup hold L^in fo. cheap,'* faid Fair- 
ford, " when I recoUedt the labour and 
ilripes the attainment of it coft me, and 
haw little I Ihould have known of it, after 
all, but. for the habitude of fpeaking it in 
Poland and Hungary.*/ 
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** Lcrd ! is tjicre any body, that is igno- 
rant of Latin?" returned Lady Urania, half 
yawning. " What upon Earth can they read ?" 

Here the converfation was interrupted, by 
the entrance of the- Duchefs of Lovcmoret 
with her daughters, the Lady Staines, and 
Mrs. Hallden. 

" Are not your men come up yet from 
dinner?" cried the Duchefs. ** Leffingham 
promifed mc a party at quinze, before I went 
to Lady Anther's aflcmbly, if I would be 
here by ten, and it lias juft ftruck." 

Lady Leffingham gave orders, to let the 
gentlemen know they were wanted. 

" Heavens, Duchefs!" exclaimed Lady 
Urania, " how can you bear to wafte that 
precious time at cards, which might be 
turned to fo much better account ?" 

♦* Lord ! why, what would you have me 
do. Lady Urania? Tmfure, it'3 bettei' than 
talking fcandal, and that's the only alterna- 
tive the world offers, whea one's paft the age 
of flirtation." 

Lady Urania took a pinch of fnuff, caft" 
ing a look of contemptuous pity at the 
Duchefs, and, turned over a page of Homer. 

Lord Le/Hngham and StanviUe obeyed 

4 
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the fummons, that had been ient to the 
gentlemen. The reft did not appeiu". 

The parties were formed, Lord Lcfling- 
ham placing himfelf next to Mrs, Halldea 
at quinze, with an air of familiarity and 
predileAion fo very marked, that I (hould 
fcarcely have thought it excufable between 
-avowed lovers upon the point of mar* 
riage. 

I afked Stanvillc, whether Lady Leffing- 
ham*s blindnefs were real or pretended, hav- 
ing been ftruck with the warmth of friend- 
ihip, with which (he had received Mrs. 
Hallden. 

He fmiled : ** You have not yet learnt to 
\inderftand the plan of mutual forbearance, 
which obtains in the falbionable world, I 
perceive , Lady Leffingham is neither blind, 
nor wiQKfs to be thought fo : Mrs. Hallden 
is her nu)iS: intimate friend ; and Lord Lefs- 
ingham, in return, aflbciates Fairford in all 
his amufements ; it is fcarce poffibk to fee 
« happier domejiic circle." 

I coukl not conceal my furprifc. Lord 
and Lady Leffingham are ilrikingly elegant 
in their mafinersi polite to a degree of pe> 

16 
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inement, and pay all the attention to each 
other, that real affcdlion could didate ; I 
had fet them down, in my own mind, as 
examples of conjugal felicity. 

" And fo they are, in fad," contended 
Stanville ; ** we retain old eftabliihed expreC- 
fions, only affixing new ideas to them. We 
domcfticate gallantry, and our women never 
loved their homes better, for they conflantly 
call upon the whole circle of their acquaint- 
ance, to witnefs the enjoyment it affords 
them." 

♦* Am I in Paris or in London ?" I ex- 
claimed. "** But you joke ; you would not 
feel the reverence, which, upon all occafions, 
you avow for the fex, if they deferved this 
fatire." 

** It certainly is not from among thofc 
to whom it applies, that I feleft the objeds 
of my reverence," he faid. ** One is apt 
to call a particular fet the world ^ and, in* 
deed, the numerous inftances I could adduce 
in fupport of my aflertion, might juftify the 
epithel, but that there are fuch exceptions, in 
the very higheft line, as may redeem the credit 
of falhionable life for a century to come." 
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^* I know that Mrs. Blandford is one of 
your exceptions alfo, and (hould be very glad 
you would afford me the means of forming 
my own eilimate of her perfeftions, by intro- 
ducing me." 

Juft as I had faid this, Mrs. Blandford 
fet down with Lady Leffingham to ca(ino> 
^hich precluded fuch an interruption. 

The two Lady Staines had, upon the 
t^uchefs of Lovemore's fitting down to 
^uinze, caft a iiipercilious look around, 
^nd withdrawn themfelves to the farther part 
^f the room, feparate from the reft of the 
Company, where they feemed to be indulg- 
• ^ng themfelves in the amufement of criti- 
^ifing all that was going forward. 

Lady LefTmgham, whofe good breeding 
, . ,is never at a fault, perceiving that her 
daughters made no attempt to draw them 
into their little circle, called upon Lady 
Emilv, to fhow them the new canzonets 
Mifs Fuimer had brought from Italy. 

Lady Emily immediately went to the 

■^ ♦ - ■ ■ ■ • . 

• The Editor, out of refpefl^ fuppreflTes the harness 

which the reader can tire at no lofs to {u]^^V)» 
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piano-forte, and the Lady Staine*s con* 
defcended likewifc to move toward the in* 
ftrumeat, but evidently witU reluftance, zs 
repining at being the means of (howing 
Lady Emily to fuch advantage, who iings ia 
a very finilhed ftyle. 

My attention was fo entirely captivated 
by the mufic, that I did not perceive Lady 
Leffingham beckon me to her, till Fairford 
fprung fuddenly from the card-table towards 
me, exclaiming, " My dear Sir ! you are 
plunged in fuch a reverie, as makes you ab" 
folutely infenfible to all the rules of polite- 
nefs — Lady Leffingham has been doing the 
impoflible to catch your eye — (he wifhes you 
to take Mrs. Blandford's card?, that (he 
may fing a duet with Lady Emily." 

Though you well know, how reluftantly 1 
ever move from the mufic defk — this was an 
opportunity of being introduced to Mrs. 
Blandford, which I was not willing to forego; 
and Stanville being juft then at a dillance, 
I prefumed upon my newly-formed intimacy 
with Fairford, with whom, you'll obfcrve, I 
had never but once before been in company, 
and requefted him to prcfent me to Mrs. 
Blandford. 
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^ My very particular friend, Sir Henry 
Riverfdale, Ma'am,*' faid he, as he led mc 
up to her. 

" I muft make as free with him as if he 
were mine alfo," faid (he, fmiling; " and 
entruft him with concerns of too much im- 
portance to admit of a moment's delays" 
rifing to give me her feat ; " for, however 
impatient the company may be to hear a 
new duet, there is no expecting fuch a 
iacrifice to be made to it, as that a dify 
pQted rubber at cafino (hould ftand fiiU the 
while." 

I expreiTed myfdf flattered by the trufl;^ 
tmt hinted a fear, that my attention would 
be fo divided, as to gain me little credit with 
my employer, 

" The mufic will not diftuit) us in the 
leaft," (aid Lady Leflingham,. who is a de-*- 
cided gambler, '^ and ^he point is much too 
critical to admit of delay.'* 

1 hoped, at leaft» the ilake. was not <}eep. . 

^ Only half guineas,'* faid Lady Leffing- 
lain: "Mrs. Bl^ndford won't play higher." 

The onlj/ filenced me — I felt afhamed to. 
)bje£t to what • w^s treated £31 lightly ; 
itu], from tiic. £nir. of iacurrtng xsdicuk^^ 
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by appearing to think it of confequencCi 
I fuffered myfelf to riik the lofiog fo much 
more of Mrs. Blandford's money by my bad 
play, than I (hould have chofen to venture 
of my own ; and thus may the dread of 
ridicule lead into every crooked path thofcj 
who cither want energy of mind to encoun- 
ter it, or {leadinefs to (hun dangerous^exam- 
pies. This little fcrap of morality has, how- 
ever, only occurred upon repeating the fcene 
to you, Louifa. 

' Luckily, I proved a fuccefsful agent ^ and 
how it could happen, Fortune alone knows i 
for my attention was irrefiftibly captivated 
by the performance : there is a foul in Mrs. 
Blandford's finging, that converted me wholly 
into ear, and an occafional iimilarity of 
tones with thofe of my dear Louifa's vi- 
brated upon my heart, and carried me bac^> 
in an indant, to fcenes of former happinefs, 
accompanied, at the fanie time, with a fenfe 
fo keen of my prefent deprivation, as called 
up feelings, to which I cannot give a name ; 
never before was I made fo pleafurably fenfi- 
ble of pain. 

I was mofl provokingly roufed, however, 
from this ftate, by the ilroog expreifions of 
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Lady Leffingham's difpleafure at her partner, 
for having kept up a fourth ace, which had 
loft the game; and ail the fubmiffion of 
Fairford's apologies but increafed her wTath. 
The French adage fays, " Amis jufqu^aux 
•autels *;" which, being tranilated, means, 
•• Well-bred as far as the card-table." I have 
been ftruck with this in many inftances, but 
never more forjcibly than in Lady Lefling« 
ham's politenefs giving way to this predo- 
minant paflion. ^ 
- sMrs. Blandford immediately .returned to 
the table : ^< T perceive my delegate has ac* 
quitted himfelf too well — (hall I refume my 
placer 

At this moment another inveterate caiino 
player being fortunately announced, «Lady 
Leffingham faid, " I know you never play 
but out of complaifance, Mrs. Blandford ; 
therefore, I can now fet you at liberty.'* 

As I followed Mrs. Blandford toward the 
fofa, comparing in my own mind her mild, 
unaffumingy agreeable manners, with the 
air of contemptuous incivility, that pervaded 
the features of moft of the women in the 

* Friends to the altars, t. e. friends as far as aiattert 
o/feri0U5 import sltc not conCerae4« 
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room, my ear was caught by a qfueftioa of 
Lady Anne Staines to Stanville, who had jufl 
approached her : " Had he the good humour» 
to give the (iogenr credit for having performed 
that duet at fight ?" 

He had been fo charmed with the maiw 
ner» in which it was fung> that be had not 
given the ijueftioa a moment's confident 
tion. Did ever expreffion equal Mrs. Bland* 
ford*s? 

Lady Anne really could not (ay (he had 
particularly attended to it» (he was fo much 
diverted and takea up with Lady Urania^s 
cap. " Did you ever fee any thing (b pre* 
pofterous in yciir life, Caroline ?** turning 
to her fifter; " I declare, it looks as if it had 
come out of Taviftock-ftreet/* 

" It would be but good-natured," replied 
Lady Caroline, *^ to tell her how (he expofes 
hcrfelf. We have been wondering. Lady 
Urania," going up to her, " where in the 
world you could get that cap !" 

'' Cap !" faid Lady Urania ! « Have I 
got on a cap ?'* putting her hand to her 
head. 

The critics both burft into a loud laugh. 
•* Dear, to be fure you have i did you ever 
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bear the like ? Not know whether ftie's' got 
a cap on or no ! . and fuch an ugly fright of 
an old fafliioned thing!'' 
' " I really do not feel refponfiblc for my 
cap,*' returned Lady Urania, with much 
indifference : " I order my maid to choofc it, 
axid (he puts it on as (he pleafes ; and, pro* 
Tided (he do not didurb me with queftions 
whik (be is about it, I am perft&ly fatis* 
«cd." ^ 

** Dear ! did you ever hear any thing To 
odd, Anne? And your gown. Lady Urania, I 
<bn fay it has been made tbefe three or 
four years." 

" Very poflibly, but it anfwers every 
purpofe of a gown, juft as well as your Lady* 
Ihip's.- If, indeed, I were to appear in a 
Roman mantle, or a Grecian tunic, you 
might with juftice criticife me.'* 

** O, but we (hould not, indeed," cried 
Lady Anne ; " I dare fay they were vaftly 
becoming." 

*' Be.affured, Lady Anne, that it is the 
prnaments of the mind which can alonet- 
adorn the perfon. Aik Mrs. Blandford, 
whether (he have time to beftow upon her 
dre(si and (he will quote the enlv^Vv\.ttv^4 
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Athenians to yoo, who furnifhed the (Irong^ft , 
grounds for my obfervation, by th^ perfcft | 
contempt they (bowed for their wives, who 
carried their refinements in drefs even be* 
yond thofe of the prefent day." 

** ' Do aik her, Mr. Stanville, for I am 
not acquainted with her/' faid Lady Anoe. 
'* But I wonder your Lady (hip (hould appeal 
to her, for I dare (ay it is all fcandal to (af 
the is learned, flbe looks fo much like other 
people.'* 

" I own," rejoined Lady Uraniay " that 
from fome circumftances, which have occur* 
red this evening, I have my doubts upon the 
fubjeft." 

Mrs. Blandford's anfwer was, " that flic 
was not fp fortunate, as to have a maid upoa 
whofe tafte (he could fufficicntly rely, and 
was therefore obliged, to take the trouble of 
choofing for herfelf." 

Her drefs, Louifa, is very much in the 
ftyle of your own j it is hardly po(rible, to 
imagine a contraft more (Iriking, than the 
two Grecians offered. 

" I am determined," faid Lady Urania, 
•* to afcertain, this very moment, how far 
l2^r reputation ftr learning is juttly founds 
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** and, flepping acrofs the room, " Have 
1 feen this Glafgow edition of Homer, 
idam?*' faid (he. " If my queftion appear 
ler abrupt, from not having the honour of 
ir acquaintance, I can only fay, with Mo^ 
e, " Ei pour P amour du Grec emhrajfons 
IS toutes dtux *.** 

'^ I mud be flattered with . any fuppofi* 
D, that leads me to the honour dP your 
dyfliip's notice,** Mrs. Blandford replied ; 
but Moliere*s fatire upon female learning 
Slill too recent, to encourage pretenfions of 
It nature, unlefs fupported by fuch a fund 
knowledge, as Lady Urania Dyfon rhay 

" As far as devoting the whole mind to a 
rfuit affords a chance of eminence, I may 
tainly put in fome claim," returned Lady 
ania ; ** but you. Madam, have probably 
rived your knowledge from intuition ; for 
s evident that mufic, drawing, the modern 
tguages, and even work, and -the trifling 
xrations of the toilet, and the card-table, 
:upy a (hare of your time.'* 
Mrs. Blandford was vilibly uneafy at being 
js held up to notice.. 

♦ For the fake of Greeki let us cxabtact. 
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** The chief happmefs of life/' the an- 
fwered, ** appears to me, to turn (6 much 
upon the art of employing time, that I do 
not conceive there is much more merit in 
one mode than in another, provided the end 
be obtained with fome advantage to our- 
felves, and no detriment to others.'* 

" But you have ftudied the daffies?" 
urged Lady Urania. 

, ** I do not recoUeA giving grounds for 
the fufpicion by any pretenfions of the 
kind.'' 

** There now !" exclaimed Lady Anne, 
exuUingly, ** I was fure (he knew nothing 
of Greek or Latin, fhe drefles fo becom** ' 
ingly/* • 

A general fmile followed this obferva- 
tion. 

** I never before knew Mrs. Bbindford 
guilty of afFeftation," faid Lord Leffing- i 
ham, from the quinze-table. ♦* Why (hoiild 
you evade acknowledging, what is fo well 
known?" 

** Cowardice, you know, is ever addidcd 
to evafion, my Lord. I have obfcrved fuch 
a pronenefs in men, even of fenfe and parts, 
to lower women, who are fufpefted of claffi- 
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:al knowledge, that I have always thought 
t expedient^ to ^conceal what cliance has 
Jbrown in my way in that refpecV ; feeling 
Dyfelf, by nature^ more inclined to (hrink 
rom cenfure, than to court obfervation.** 

•< I am tempted," faid Stanvillc, " to 
ieteft A fpecies of vanity, perhaps unknoyirii 
to Mrs. Blandford herfelf, lurking under this 
miftaken difBdence s for whilft every word 
Ifcc utters betrays fenfe, judgment, and 
&Qcy, more confpicuous and attradive than 
the learning (he affeds to conceal, I appeal 
to Riverfdale, whether it be not evident, 
that (he overrates her acquired talents, to 
the depreciation of her natural endow- 
ments ?" 

'^* Certainly,'* I replied, " to be confident, 
Mrs. Blandford ought never to fpeak at all.'* 

** Bcfides, that this cowardly fpirit, fo un- 
)hi(bingly avowed," continued Stanville, 
* merits the fevereft reprobation, for defraud- 
ng the female literati of the juftification her 
xample would afford. Talents fo meekly 
lorn, and fo tappily blended with elegant 
ccompliflimentsand domeflic purfuits, mud 
nake a convert of every father, brother, and 
iviba»i>d, 'that fall in her way." 
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^* I arraign my accufer for unfair prac- 
ticcs/' replied Mrs. Blandford, playfully, 
*^ in infidioufly blending flattery with cen- 
fure, for the exprefs purpofe of confounding 
the judgment of his hearers." 

** There is a fpecies of cenfure, which I 
confider as the high^ft flattery, becaufe it 
is unintentional^*^ faid Lady Urania, with 
a glance, intended to mortify Stanvillej 
** and fo widely do I differ from Mrs Bland- 
ford^ that my ambition leads me to court 
the very conteft (he profeffes to (hun^ and 
eftimate my knowledge in exadt proportion 
to the male abufe it provokes. For, 

• Envy does Merit as its fhade purfuCj 

And« like k fhadow^ proves the fubilance true.' 

I might have called to Mrs. Blandford's 
recoUedion Pindar's allufion to the jack- 
daws purfuing the eagle, but I wi(hed to 
make myfelf generally underftood/* ' 

" Well, I proteft, I was never more fur- 
prifed in my life," faid Lady Caroline Staines, 
** than to find, tliat Mrs. Blandford is aftu- 
ally a fcholar, particularly as I have fo often 
feen her play at cards. I don*t fuppofe, 
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Lady Urania, you would touch a card if.it 
were to fave your life/* 

Lady Urania thanked Heaven (he did not 
know a fpade from a club. 

*' I have now and then known a heavy 
hour b^uiled) and perhaps a reputation 
faved, by the introduftion of a card*table/* 
faid Mrs. Blandford, 

" I imagine you chiefly aflbciate with 
women then," retorted Lady Urania, " but 
I feldom give myfelf the trouble to talk to 
\ them/' 

** But when men fail ?" faid Mrs. Bland- 
ford. 

** Then I wrap myfelf up in my own con- 
templation, and leave them to their non- 
fenfe/* 

" Perhaps," faid Lord Leffingham, " as 
Socrates was a dancer. Lady Urania may 
condefcend to beftow five minutes of her 
precious time upon feeing a reel well danced. 
I am told Lady Anne and Lady Caroline, 
are i^feriour only to Rofli there. Charlotte, 
pray play one/* 

This propofal was very readily complied 
with, and put an end to the converfatign* 
My aftoniftiment was extreme^ to fee.bs\t^> 

VOL. II, - K 
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who had, appeared to me fo perfeftly im- 
movable, alTume in an inftaot a degree of 
adtivity^ fo much more aj^opriate to a 
bacchanal, than to the quiet elegance fuited 
to young women of faihion ; that however 
light, their fteps, and graceful, their move- 
jmentSy I Mt inclined, for their fekes, to 
reverfe Pygmalion's prayer, and wifh to turn 
them back into ilatues^ 

The extraordinary admiration and ^• 
plaufe, that followed their performance, con- 
vinced me that my ideas are completely out . 
of date. 



tQUISA EIVERSDALE TO SIR HENRY 

RIYERSDALE. 

The Chateau Boifrofe^ 
Aug. 20. 

Can it be, that I am tracing my brother's 
footileps, with the profped of finding him 
at the end of my journey? 1 yet almoft 
think myfelf in a dream; and were it not for 
the reality of the happinefs I enjoy, in the 
daily and hourly fociety of Lady Belfont, I 
fliould be in conftant fear of awaking at 
length to a lamentable fenfe of my delu- 



MISS RIVERSDALE. 195 

And it is at the Chdleau Boifrofe^ that 'I 
•efume my pen, Henry ! Jiow will your heart 
i^ibrate to the name ! ftill I muft lead you ou 
regularly from the conclufion of my laft — - 
Hang method ! do you exclaim ? — bear with 
it for once, I will be concife. 

The interval between the ~ determination 
upon my departure, and ^he day fixed for it, 
was completely filled with preparations, which 
fcarce left me time to dwell upon my firft 
feparation with my mother. I felt it feverely. 
however, when the moment came. On her 
part, the idea of joining my grandmother 
and aunt, added to the purpofe, which I aoj 
certain (he has in view, in my journey, ieemed 
to fill her mind; and the predeterminatioq 
(he forms upon all trying occafions, to fub* 
due the expreflion of her feelings, always 
contributes to fupport her. I could have 
wi(hcd her, to fet off at the fame moment 
we did, b6t there was no accompjilhin^ its 
ihe had too much on her hands. To tb^ 
good Dean, therefore, I left her; but tha 
parting was very — very painful. .He fceme4 
almoft an equal (barer iw it ; no father could 
have teftified more affedionj he fgljbed — he 

X 2 
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blefled me-^in (hort, he had far ]e(s com* 
mand of hitnfelf than my mother had, and 
really added greatly to our diftrefs. 
- Lady Belfont kindly left a fervant to fol* 
k>w next day, and bring us an account of 
my mother, which proved very fatisfadtory. . 
* Our journey has been favourable and ex- 
peditious thus far, and Madame de Sainval's 
xeception delightful. Lady Belfont had 
given her notice of her own vifit, htforc (he 
knew that I (hould be of the party; the 
fight of me was, therefore, a furpri(e, which 
I was highly flattered to find fo agreeable to 
her. 

Moniieur de Sainval is with his regiment; 
but her mother, Madame la Comtefle de 
Valence, is with her, and one of the beft 
tempered, cheerful, kind hearted, women in 
the world. 

The fociety in the Chateau is, befides, 
compofed of an elderly AbbS^ who has all 
the good breeding, and ready fenfible con- 
verfation, which peculiarly belong to the 
Frenchmen d'un certain age*'^ a fifter of 

• Rather advanced in life. 
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Monfieur de Sainvars, who appears aL comi> 
pkte petite maitre^ffe *; and a Chevalier dc 
Bonnefeuille, a pretty, fprightly, petulant 
young man, under twenty, who feems to be 
"^the enfant gate de la maifon\^ 

Madame de Sainval*s pithy introduftion 
of me to them all, was fimply, la voila X I 
However tr)dng to my modefty, this was fo 
very flattering, from one whofe good opinion 
I rate fo highly, that I do confefs I felt more 
gratified than difconcerted by it. Ah, wo-^ 
man ! woman ! I hear you exclaim : and do 
you mean to fay, . brother, that men are above 
this kind of vanity ? Extend your exclamation 
to human nature, and I will candidly admit 
the preponderance of felf-love and vanity, to 
exceed what we have the honefty to acknow- 
ledge, even to ourfelves, at all times. 

However I muft alfo tell you, that if I am 
not now completely fpoiled between Lady 
Belfont and Madame dc Sainval, you may 
give me fome credit for it. As to the well 



• A very afFedbd coquette, 
f The pet of the family, 
t There (he i«. . 

J^3 
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turned compliments of the Abbe Defmaifons, 
or the extravagant flattery of the Chevalier, 
I fet them down at their accurate value, and 
am little tempted to think the better of myfelf 
for giving rife to them ; but when an extra- 
ordinary degree of efteem and affeftion is 
cxpreflTed by two fuch women, it does re- 
quire to keep a llridt guard upon onefelf^ 
not to be a little elated by it. 

I iinderflaiid yotir quick interrogating 
^ance to the bottom of the page, Henry, 
and will no longer delay fatisfying your im- 
patience. Madame de Sairival did inquire 
after you — fpoke of you with much efteem, 
and a full fenfe of the propriety of your con? 
du6t, in regard to her: fhe did not affeft 
ignorance of the motive of your abrupt re- 
treat, and confidered it as a very flattering 
homage paid to her principles^ by a man of 
honour and underftanding, and you have (e- 
cured to yourfelf a diftinguifhed place among 
her moft efteemed friends. 

A few weeks ago I (hould have been afraid 
of faying fo much ; but fomething tells me, 

that the elegant Mifs has taken a deeper 

hold of your thoughts, than the tranfient 
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manner, in which you affeft to mention her, 
quite' leads one to conjeAure. Am I mif- 
taken? 



*m 



22d. — ^This Ch&teau is very magnificent 
with its temccs J jets (Teau* J and allSes i 
perte de vtie\\ ahd Madame de Satnval has 
made a pretty attempt at a jar din h VAfi" 
glaife in one part of it, in which Lady Bel- 
font has fuggefted fome V^ery material im- 
provements, and Madame de Sainval is mucli . 
pleafed with the thought, that they will' 
afford farther employment ior htx pay/dns X^ 
who, (he had been grieving to think, would 
loon have ended their work. It is quite in- , 
tcrefting, to fee how much flie is beloved by 
them; they follow her with their eyes and 
their bleffings wherever flie goes, for fhe aftu- 
ally realifes the fidtions fo agreeably fet forth 
in the French operas comiques\\^ of being a 
parent to her vaffalss (he goes into the vil^ 

• Fountains. 

t Straight walks of an immenfe length, between 
very high yew hedges. 

, X VafTals. 
O Little knthncnXsLl mufical dramaii 
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lage, inquires, into their fittuUion and wants, 
.clothes and educates their children, and has 
taken feveral of them into ^her fervice. All 
this would not furprife. me fo much in £ng- 
land» where education and country habits 
mud naturally lead to it ; but, in a French 
woman of high rank, young, handfome, and 
lively, it imprefles me with an uncommon 
degree of admiration. She is, b^fides, fond 
of her garden, a good- botanifl, and a great 
walker; all of which aflimilate (o much with 
£ngli(h ideas, that Lady Belfont and I 
fcarcely know how to confidcr her as a fo- 
reigner. 

Would it be agreeable to you, by way of 
contraft, to be informed how her fifter-in- 
law, Madame de Balfins, v/ho is uhe ilSgaiite 
de Paris *, pafles her time in the country ? 
She takes her chocolate in bed, where (he 
habitually remains till between one and two 
o'clock; during which time the Abb6, whom 
(he has conftituted her inftruftor in chemif- 
try and politics, reads fome traft relative to 
one or other of thefe fciences, from* which 
(he retains a fet of words, out of which (he 

♦• A Parifuiv ixA \sA^ . 
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forms a fdentific jargon, intended to dazzle 
and confound the beaux-efprits^ of the firft 
petit-foupery at which (he appears on her re- 
turn to Paris; for, it feems, the (ciences 
now are abfolutely requifite in the accom- 
pliftimcnts of une Higante. The little Che* 
vaiier is nex;t fent for, with whom Ihe ftudies 

* 

Englifti. Having ferved one campaign ia 
America, he is confidercd by her and himfelf 
as perfectly competent to the taik; this goes 
on tant bieh que ?;ta/*, with occafionai inr 
terruplions from the Chevalier's poliffonne^ 
ri€s\y which are ((he fays) k faire mpurir 
de rire J, till there is juft time for her to ri(e 
and drefs, before dinner; after which (he plays 
at trictrac |[ for a couple of hours j yawns over 
a chair bottom, which (he buys with all the 
flowers ready (haded to her hartd, and filling 
in the ground with flaw filk, calls it her own 
workj and then in(ifb upon a loto §, to con* 
elude the evening. Should any .one ba fo 

• As it may. 
f Monkey tricks. 

X Enough to make you die with laughing.^ 
II A fort of Backgkmmon. ^ 
. J A £amc at cards. 

K5 
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mbfurd, ^ to fuggtft the fine weather as a 
temptation to a walk, (he exclaims, with 
great vehemence, againft expofing the com- 
plexion of une femme eomme U famt^ tD 
the^depredations of the fun and wind. She 
^is coovinced, that the fun was only intended 
to carry on the grand chemical procefs of 
nature; and aflerts, that hone but 4:u(tics, or 
people whofe tafte is vitiated by intercourfe 
with them, (caftinga difdainful glance upon 
Madame de Sainval,) would think of con* 
verting it into an objed of enjoyment. For 
her part, it is all (he can do, to fave herfelf 
from the mifchievous efFefts of external air, 
^during her reiidence at Boifrofe; and (he 
concludes with protefting, that to a woman 
of any refledion, and energy of mind, the 
country is (tun ennui k pSrir^. I (hould 
not omit to mention, that (he is very youn^ 
very pretty, very coquetti(h, and extremely 
rccherchitX^ in the firft circles of Paris. 



.* A woman of fafliioii. , 
f Tirefome bej^iid endurancei 



24/ft.— I am much diverted with a coni- 
verfatioii Lady Belfont has juft been repteat- 
ing to me. It paft at Madame de Valence's 
bed-fide, upon her going with Madame de 
Sainval to pay her morning compliments to 
her. 

"Where is your little friend, Madam?** 
the Countefs faid 5 " I like her much, T^ous 
allez vraijembiablement la maritr en An* 
gleterre?*'' 

Lady Belfont fmiled, and Faid that was not 
cxaftly the objed in her thoughts at prefent. 

" Ah ceft dommage! ' Cdr die eft vra intent 
gentille celle €?ifant^9'* replied he Countefs; 
I could find her tin excellent parti \^ if you 
would lengthen your vifit here a little; I have 
a friend, whofc fon is juft of age, or very 
near it, which puts him into pofleflion of a 
confiderable maternal eftate; qui porfe un 
beau nom^y and has the Angloa^ania tt) fuch 
a degree, that he protefts againfl^arryirig 

• You are probably going to find her a hufband in 
, England. 

f Ah what a pity! (be is really very agreeable. - 

- J An excellent rrotch. / 

i Ofaaoble/kmiif. 

k6 
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any but an Englifliwoman ; would it not^fuit 
Mee/s tx2L&\y ?'* appealing toher daughter. 
^* line la vaut pas\** (aid Madame de 
Swival; ^* and befides, (he would, perbapSi 
objeft to a catholic/* 

" Objeft to a catholic !" the Countcfs ex- 
claimed ; ** Why, is (he a Huguenotte ?" 

'' She is indeed/' faid Lady Belfont. 

** Ah mondieu! pauvre mee/s t that's the 
confequence of her being brought up it Ge- 
neva,** the Countefs obfervedi 

^ It is the confequence of her being an 
Englilhwoman,'* Lady Belfont replied. 

•* How! have you many Huguenots in 
England?** 
" <« We are chiefly Huguenots there.** 

/* Is it poflible ? — how I pity you ! — ^WeU, 
then, there's an end of that. But do not 
you apprehend fome inconvenience from 
trufting a young unmarried wonian fo much 
in the world ?'* 

Lady Belfont fmiled, but Madame de 
Sainval interrupted her anfwer, by (aying 
with fome quicknefs, " croyez^ mamau^ 
qu^elles ne s'en mar tent que mieux pour avoir 

* He u uot dtfcnut^ ^ Vtx. 
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la liber ti du ckoix*" (And Lady Belfont 
thinks (he fighed. We are a little afraid, 
from feveral trifling circumilances, that (be 
is not happily married. . Mon(ieur de Sainval 
is fcarcely ever mentioned.) 

Madame de Valence contended, that no 
young perfon could be fo good a judge of 
the convaiances -f-, as her parents ; and (he 
ihould think, that if a girl were fufTered to 
interfere, there would be great riik of her 
fixing upon fome handfome, agreeable man, 
who would not be a parti convenahleXzX all. 

" But, in (hort, if they be happy without 
all that convenance?" faid Madame de Sain- 
val. 

^^ Jh ma j^lle! c^eft un eiifantillage que 
cela^r 

Lady Belfont, however, fatisfied her, that 
there was a marri^e in view for me, but not 
in England, nor yet, perhaps, very fui table. 

•• Of her own choice, then !— <lid not I 

* Believe me> mother, iheit marriages are zjl the 
happier for having a freedom of choice. 

f Suitablenefs of fituation and circumftancea. 

X A faitable match. 

i Thdt'8 b11 childiih Aonfcnfe. 
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fay fo?*' exclaimed theCounte(s; ^ Queljue 
beau Uandre apparemment ^ui iCaura pas 

Lady Belfont informed them what the en* 
gagejnent was. 

** As Mifs is very /age^eLpq/ie^,** Ma- 
dame de Valence obferved, *^ it might do 
very well, provided the falary was haud- 
fome. Madame de Sainval (eemed hurt, 
that her chire petite X fliould not have i . 
better profped ; and added, that ihe (houkl ' 
have fome ferious talk with me upon the 
fubjed. So that 1 have now a new attack to 
expeft, which can only diftrefs me, where no' 
liberty of choice remains. 

At dinner Madame de Balfac appeared en - 
peignoir^. She had been attending fotfie 
chymical experiments of the Abb6*s, which 
had not left her time to pajft^r fa r<i6e(|, but 
as Miladi was une jemme tres injiruite^ 

• Soire fairPhilandr, probably withoat albilling. 

f Prudent nd eady. 

t Dear little one ; a term of friendly intimacy. 

§ In her pjAdering £Own. 

II Put 0.4 h-^T j'own, 

V ^ fcienti^c womaiu 
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lerfeif, (he hoped for her excufe. As to me, 
be feems fcarcely to perceive that fuch & 
>eing exifts, not having vouchiafed me even 
t look fincc the firft moment I was prefented 

her, when (he did, indeed, fcati me from 
lead to foot. 

I obfetved to Madame de Sainval, upon 
aer making ufe of fome very affeftionate ex* 
^reflions to me, that (he was letting herfelf 
lown (lill more in her fifter-in-Iaw's eyes 
than before, by her goodnefs to me. 

" I niuft acknowledge/' replied Ihe, 
laughing, " that I have not improved her 
refpedt for my tafte by it. She was extremely 
Jifappointed in you, (lie faid j your hair was 

1 great deal more powdered on one (ide than 
Dn the other, and your coiffure ne reffembloit 
exactement d rien*; be(ides, your (hoes 
were literally very ill made, and gave no 
grace to- your foot ; your petticoats too long, 
and you do not feem to have the fmalleft pre- 
tenfion to fcience. I was at a lofs how to 
defend you from this fevere attack,*' conti- 
niied Madame de Sainval, fmiling; " but 
little de Bonnefeuille took it up and faid, 

• Was abfolutel/ like nothing in th« vf oi\&* 
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however deficient you might be Lo fcienc^, 
you poflefled an art, which, ia hi^ opinioDi 
was of more confequence — the art'of pleafiog. 
Yes, fuch children as him, perhaps, you 
might, (he replied; but fee what eflfe^ yoQ 
would have in the circles of Paris. I venr ^ 
tured to obferve, that, pour la rareU du 
fait^y they might, perhaps, admire natural^ 
beauty» and unaffedted manners. Sb€ 
(hrugged her (boulders, and replied with 
much difdain, * Oui\ voili de vosidSes cam- 
pagnardes^ mafomr/y quant h moi je vom 
avoue, que voire petite Anglaife me paMt 
itlfiniment maujfade et toute propre cL dicoret 
votre jar din Anglais.* — * Ma foiP replied 
the Chevalier, * en ce cas la je vCoffrirois i 
en itre le jardinier\! And all this has 
only made the matter worfe; fo that I muck 
fear, that vi$ a vis d'elle^ your cafe is . dct 
pcrate.** 



• For the novelty of the thing. 

t " Yes, that*s fo like your ruftic ideas> fiftcr: as to 

me, I confefs^ that I think your little Engliih fnend 

wonderfully infipid, and only fit to ornament yoor 

Engliih garden."—*' Faith, ib that cafe, I ihoald oftr 

my /e/Kjces as gardener /|1 
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You w?U recoiled: her quick perception of 
he ridiculous, and her art cU perfiffler^j 
vhich (lie does with fuch good-humoured 
Jrollery, it is impoffible, even for the perfon 
to whom it is addrefled, to be angry with 
her. In unfkilful hands this is a dangerous 
weapon however, Henry; and Lady Belfont 
fays the French are much addicted to it. 
Have you found it fo? . 



26///. — Lord Belfont writes word, that he 
cannot come hither as he propofed, but de- 
fires Lady Belfont to proceeid immediately to 
Paris, where he will join her. 

He had not yet, by. this letter, received 
the news of Lady Barbara's elopement. 

Madame de Sainval docs not propofe being 
in Paris'till the end of Oftober, and, there- 
fore, infifts upon our occupying her hdtel. 
She has given directions for her Sulfe to pre- 
pare it for us, and is fure, that we (hall be 
more comfortabh (for (he knows that is Id 
marolle Anglaifc\^ (he fays) than in an 
hdtel garni. 

* Turning people into ridicule to their faces» 
, t The Eu^Ii^ hobby-horfe. 
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Lady Belfont accepts the offer with plea- , 
fure, fo you may, upon receipt of this, my 
dear brother, dire A for me ^ Vhdtet SainvaU 
rue du Fauxbourg St. Honoris and wc (hall 
be there before your letters. 






2 7 /A. — We leave this pkce to ^morrow 
with much regret indeed. 

Our courier is taken ill, which would have 
proved a vexatious delay to Lady Belfont, 
who is impatient to meet her Lord ,^ but 
Madame de Sainval obviates it, by giving m 
a fervant of her own in his Head. Much as 
flie fliould like to have our (lay prolonged, 
fhe fays, (lie could not purchafe her own ea- 
joyment at the price of Lady Belfont's un- 
ea(jners; and, therefore, facilitates her dfc- 
parture, with a zeal as friendly as (he,p^^ 
pared for her reception. 

This is true kindnefs, Henry; how few 
people underftand loving their friends, inde^ 
pendently of themfelves ! I (hall favour yoUr 
one of thefe days, with a differtation upon 
that fubjeft, fuggefted by the intolerable 
felfiflinefs of friendly exaction, I have ob- 
ferved in people ftyling themfelves friends, 
and who, perhaps, fcivdl^ ^.ve. fo \ but thcjr 
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'et their friendftiip at fo high a price, that 
t can fcarcely repay the purchafe. 

I have had a long and very ferious leftufc 
From Madame de Sainval, upon the fubject 
rf Colonel Malcolm, and have endeavoured 
to convince her, that it was not by any 
means U7ie affaire de calcul^y which is the 
only light in which (he inclines to fee it, but 
^i feeling 2iVid principle on my part, and, 
conlequently, that it could admit of no ap- 
peal. She was very ftrenuous, and expreffed 
berfelf deeply interefted for me in it : her 
Friendly warmth is flattering in the higheft 
Jegree. She avows a ftrmig predilection for 
the EngliQi, without any affeftation of the 
Anglomania, which is fo prevalent in France; 
there is a reAitude and a lolidity in them 
ivhich (he admires, je ne defaime pas mime 
!e Jirieux de leur caracttre^ (he fays, quand 
ie le compare d la leghrete du noire ^. 

I (hall keep a journal upon the road, but 
It will be for my mother's ufe, as you, deareft 
Henry, have nothing new to learn of the 

• A matter of reafoning. 

t I do not even obje£l to their ferious ^ifpofition^ 
•rhea I compare it wi(ti oar levity. 
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route you have purfucd fo lately, and I do 
not exped, like a heroine of romance, to 
meet with adventured 4t every ftage. Adieu, 
therefore, my beft loved friend 1 until J ad* 
drefs you from Paris. 

Could I impart to you what I feel, from 
the idea of tracing your fleps as I proceed, 
you might conceive how much, and hoir 

I $un yours, 

LOUISA RiVEItSPAir* 



LOUISA RIVERSDALE TO SIR HENRT. 

Para, September i^* 

Paris ! deareft Henry, and perhaps three 
weeks more, and it will be London ! Thcfl 
— then, indeed, my happinefs will be cx« 
treme ! -_ — to clafp once more my beloved 
brother to my heart! — how many delight- 
ful hours, days, weeks, do I anticipate be- 
tween this and February ! how much have 
we to fay, to hear, to difcufs ; how poor a 
futjftitute is the moft circumftantiial epiftolary 
intercourfe, for the confidential effufions of 
friendfliip fuch as ours — ^fraternal friendihip» 
Henry \ what fendm^ut c^tv compare with 



MISS RIVERSDALE. 2I3 

t ? — My heart bounds forward to the enjoy- 
nent awaiting me, in being once more re- 
lored to the advice and proteftion of my 
>rothcr. Why we (hould day a fortnight 
lere I cannot imagine ; Lord Belfont is ex- 
)e6ted to morrow, and La^y Belfont is ino- 
3atient to be at home; perhaps the delay 
3riginates in a kind intention to gratify me 
mth the fight of Paris. But Paris, at this 
nftant, only ftrikes me as being the road to 
London; and if there, be no motive, inde- 
[)endent of me, to detain us, you may ex- 
pc& to fee us very (hortly after this letter. 
Perhaps, if I could afcertain the day of our 
departure before I clofe this letter, you could 
meet us at Dover. Lady Belfont is very im- 
patient to be acquainted with you. 



^,//i, — I was interrupted yefterday, and 
upon looking over what I have written, I 
find, that I have been indulging my own 
imagination with my arrival in London, in- 
itcad of fatisfying your curiofity in regard to 
our arrival at Paris. How can I help it, 
Henry, if you will ever be uppermoft in my 
thoughts; and even at times, you fee, drive 
all other tbii^s out of them ? 
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I will now, however, proceed regularly to 
tell you, that we reached Paris — no — that 
we left the Ch&teau Boifrofe as we propofed ; 
followed, we flatter ourfelves, by the regrets 
of all the valuable part of its inhabitants,'' 
*' le refte ne vaut pasriionneur d'ilre 

We did not recover our fpirits the firft 
day; Madame de Sainval fupplied the fubjeft 
of converfation for the whole of it > and if 
you were now to call upon me for a decifioo, 
whether I love her, or Lady Belfont beft, I 
(hould be at a lofs; I love them differently; 
the one feems neceflary to my viindy the 
other to my hearty and you unite both. I 
am not quite clear, that you will enter inta 
thefe diftindtions, but I will explain them 
when we meet — when we meet ! what a de- 
lightful found has that ! I read it over aloud 
to myfelf, that I may take in the happincfs 
both with ears and eyes ; but you will think ^ 
I am wild, and I really do feel in a fort of 
delirium, which, if you do not a little (hare 
in by this time, I (hall think you do not 



* The remainder are not worthy of the honour to be 
named. 
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love your lifter, fo well as I do my brother. 
Another digreffion ! 

1 (hall never get you to Paris at this rate, 
fo I had better fet you down at the Hotel 
Sainval at once; and indeed, as I foretold, 
no adventures whatever occurred upon the 
load. 

The Hotel Sainval is fpacious and magni- 
ficent, with a garden that opens into the 
Champs Elijees^f a gay animated fcene of 
great reCbrl; it is a beautiful (ituation, which, 
I truft, we (hall not have much time to 
<njoy. 

] did not ^nd the letters awaiting my ar« 
rival, which I had expefted ; Lady Belfont 
fiiys, a day or two more muft elapfe, before 
4U1 anfwer from Vienna could reach Paris; 
and niy mother's removal to Laufanne may 
](iave prevented her writing, and the letter 
timt followed us to Lyons, fatisfied me in 
V^rd to her health; fo that the momentary 
anxiety of my difappointment was but a 
3>aiSng cfoud, which has made way for very 
Ibright funftiine. 

f SomediiDg refcmblinj St. James't Park. 
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Were I fuperftitious, dear Henry, 1 ftiould 

« 

think fonie unpleafant occurrence were at 
hand, from the uncommoh and almoft unac- 
tountable flow of fpirits I am in. 

A droll adventure befel nie yefterday. I 
rang, before I was up, for Flora; and, to my 
utter aftoniihment, my bell was anfwered bjr 
rCEuillet, (the fervant \fc brought fiom 
Boifrofe.) He was at my bediide in an^ifl- 
flant; I was alarmed with the idea, that 
fomething extraordinary mud have happeoe4 
and exclaimed with quicknefs, ^* Wha^t'» tbe 
matter?" 

^^ Mademoifelle a fonne^j* (aid he, with 
great compofure. 

He did not know — ^but, if I pleafed, te 
would go and call Mademoifelle Flora. 

"Certainly," a little difpleafed, «*mybcd^ 
room bell could not be meant for any od( 
ielfe." - 

He looked furprifed, but retired without 
any farther reply j and when I made my co©" 

« 

^ You rang your bell, Ma4Am» 



" Not furely' for yt)u, before I am ujH 
rCEuillet." 
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>laint to Lady Belfbnt, of TCEtiiilet's im- 
Droper freedom, (he was much diverted ; and 
iffured n^, it was by no means peculiar to 
lim, and that I ftiould never keep a French 
Servant out of my bedroom, at any time, but 
oy bolting my door. 

Upon returning to my room, I fouofd the 
frolteur* making my bed. 

**^Do not the houfemaids do this buiinefi 
in Paris ?'M faid, aftoniflied; " or has the 
Marcbionefs taken them all into the coun* 

try?'' 

The man was aftoniflied in his turn at my 
ignorance, and aflured me, that les femmes 
de Madame la Marqmfc\ had no ikill in 
making beds. 

" And are there no maid fervants in the 
fiunily but the Marchionefs's women ?'* 

'* Maid fervants are only dans les maifons 
bourgeoifesy^ he faid, " jamais dans les 
hdicls de la nobleje J." 

There wa9 a woman, who appeare4 to m^ 



* The man who dry rubs die roonis* 

f The Ma«:hione(s*s women. 

} In citizen's hoafes, never in hoblemeaHho^tU* 
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to belong 'to the houfe, in the court yard^ 
that moment, " Who was (he?** 

That was lafsmme dufu\ffe \ who had no 
concern with the famil):, but fold very £ne 
point-lace, if I wanted any ; had I not taken 
.notice of her little (hop, juil vnder the jE)or/e 
eochcre^y as we entered ? 

My furprife.at all thefe novelties is a^con- 
ftant fource of amufement to Lady Belfont* 
who has been fo frequently in Paris, that it 
had not occurred to her how much thcf 
would ftrike me. 



5 /A. — Lord BcMbnt arrived yefterday. He 
had mifled all the letters upon the road, that 
would have informed him of Lady Barbara 
Brackley*s elopefnent; fo you may judge 
what was his furprife, when, inftead of bis 
niece, he faw me ; but you will not ea(ily 
form an idea of the violence of his difplca- 
fure, and the very unreafonable manner in 
which he teftified it to Lady Belfont before 
me. 

Lfaw her fo much hurt at my being witnefs 
to it, that 1 left the room. 

♦ The porter's wife. 
f The gatevf^Y* 
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She fent for me back in about an hour*s 
time, and then Iw was quite reconciled to 
lier/ and almoin as fooliftily fond as he bad 
t>efore been unpftrdonably barfh. 

This morning Lady Belfont came into my 
room, anxious to gIo(s over bis behatioujv 
and aSured me> that when I was better bc^ 
quainted with him I Ihould like him; for^ 
excepting that unguarded warmth of tern** 
per, into which he fometimes fuSered him* 
felf to be betrayed, there did not exift a 
man of a kinder heart, or greater worth. » 

I own the firft moments have not prgu- 
diced me in his favour^ but I will not yet 
allow myfelf to judge. I eameftly hope, it 
may be as (he wiflies me to think. 

I cannot continue to day, my dearcft 
brother; I am not quite well. The Se4?t€ 
water, they fay, afFefts all new comers; it 
occafions a giddinefs in my head. 



8/A.-^I havt had a feverifti head ach thefc 
three days ; but it is a little eafier now, and I 
wifli to indulge in half an hour's converia- 
tion with my beft friend. 

Interrupted by a pacquet from Laufsinnei 



X. z 
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LADY BELFONT TO SIR HENRY RIVERSDALE. 

TariSi September I2» 

Although I have not the honour of being 
perfonally known to you. Sir, I flatter^ 
myfelf I am not an entire ftranger; and th^ 
motive of this abrupt addrefs has an excuf^ 
but too valid in Mifs Riverfdale's indifpofi- 
tion. She is confined to her bed with a 
fever, which the phyficians flatter me has no 
dangerous fymptoms, though attended with 
occafional delirium. 

She has -requefted me, to forward the 
pacquet which accompanies this, together with 
L,ady Rivcrfdale's two letters, which, I believe, 
gave ftrength to a diforder that had been 
hanging about her for fome days. Your 
lifter's extreme fenfibility gives an exquifite 
finifti to her perfections; but, I fear, it will 
frequently impede her own happinefs, as well 
asv injure her health. I muft, however, con- 
igratulate both you and myfelf upon the ftep 
Lady Riverfdale has taken, in the hope, that 
when this diftreffing effea: of the firft {hock 
^s paft, my lovely friend will be rcftored to 

brighter profpefts, than thofe (he had ftetchcd 
^or her fcjf. 
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Had I been fare of my brother Cha:let*5 
>eing in London at this moment, I (hould 
iave cpmmiffioned him to impart Mifs Ri-i 
'erfUale's fituation, in preference to my in* 
ruding my correfpondence upon you; but 
ti the uncertainty of his motions, and the- 
>€rfuafion of the anxiety you will experience 
^n your lifter's account, I (hall continue to 
^orm you regularly how we go on, until 
Louifa can again refumc her pen. 

Allow me toaffureyou. Sir, of theeftcera 
with which fhe has imprefltd me for her 
brother; and of the ftrong difpofition I have 
to become your afFedionate friend, as well a 
)bedient fervant, 

H. BELFONT. 



LADY RIVERSDALE TO LOVISA* 
(Enclofed in the foregoing.) 

Lau/annit September I. 

I will not complain, my dear child, that 
^ou (hould have placed more confidence in 
mother perfon than in me, becaufe I have 
long made up my mind, to the impo(ribility 
of a mother's being the confidential friend 
o£ her daughter; I (hould ivot^ \\o>NtN^\^ 

^3 
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quite have expected that chofen plerfoD to 
hare hecik the young man, whom x:ircum- 
ftances ought peculiarly to have precluded 
from being admitted to a footing of intimacy 
with youi but my Louifa's happinefs, fo far 
outftrips all other confiderations with me> 
that I accept the means of promoting 
it, from whatever hand they may be fur- 
BiQied ; and leaving reproaches aiide, I (hall 
confine myfelf to a plaia ftatement of the 
manner, in which I have purfued the evident 
line of conduft, that was offered to mc. 

I imagine you are not aware of a viiit I 
received from Prince Polinfki, on the morn- 
ing of his quitting Geneva. ^ The purpofe of 
it was, to impart an acknowledgement which 
you had made to him, in thefe ftrong words: 
although I am convinced I Jhall make myfelf 
wretched hy fulfilling my engagement lo 
Colonel Mlalcolviy I mvjl abide hy it; from 
the dictates of hojwur there is no appeal. 
This he felt himfelf juftified in betraying to 
me, for your own fake, he faid, as he had 
reafon to believe the avowal would never have 
been drawn from you, but in the unguarded 
manner it wasj his motives could only be as 
d.'ii/atefefted as they v^ere friendly, and he 
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feft to my judgment, the ufc to be made ctf 
^he information^ 

I did not afk an explanation of the manner 
in which it had been drawn from ]mu, dif- 
iaining to owe to him what you had thought 
proper to withhold from me;, ar^d I confidered 
tliis referve, on your part, as leaving me at 
full liberty to flft as I (hould fee beft, with* 
9ut imparting my intentions. 

I have, therefore, written to Colonel Mat* 
:olm, and informed him of the motive and 
sxpedation, with which you wer^ now ful- 
SUing the engagement, you had originally 
sonfidered in a light fo different. I enclofe 
fou the copy of my letter, and truft to Lady 
Belfont*s friendly offices, for reconciling you 
to the ftep Ihave taken, and convincing you 
3f its necefSty; and may that (hare of hap- 
pinefs become your portion, which you bad 
[b wantonly thrown from you! and upoa 
irhich, together with that of your brother, 
[ wholly build mine. I exped Colonel 
lidalcolm's anfwer by to morrow's pod; I caii» 
have little doubt of what it will be,, and (hall 
uiftantly forward it f but wi(hed Ibis Ihould 
yrcp2ivc you for its contents 

I well know, my child, that ^oiox OHts- 

1.4 
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drained ideas of reditude will make thts 
intelligence painful to you ; but I am not 
like an inexperienced prafti'tioner, to dcfift 
from the amputation of a gangrenous limb, 
becaufe it will increafe the temporary fufFer* 
ing of my patient. I rely upon Lady Bel- 
font's afliftance in healing the wound, and 
ihall in her fuccefs find a fufiicient reward for 
all the anxious hours, this dreaded event has 
occafioned to your (not weakly but) truly 
afiedionate 

Mother, 

CAROLINE RIVERSDALE; 



COPY OF LADY RIVERSDALE*S LETTER TO 

COLONEL MALCOLM. 

(Enclofed in the preceding.) 

The apprehenfion of the pain I (hall inflift 
tkpon a heart, the friendly fentiments of which 
have fo long been the pride and gratification 
of every individual of my family, might have 
deterred me from the attempt I am called 
upon to make; could a parent have an option, 
where the happinefs or mifery of her child is 
at (lake; but I am compelled to be the mcf- 
ienger of difappointment to ^ow^ my re- 
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(peAed friend, and (hall, without farther 
preface, unfold the purpofc of this letter. 

I believe I need not fay, what an impartial 
review of my oonduft muft have convinced 
you of, that, whilft I coniidered my daugh^^ 
ter's happinefs as centred in the fulfilment 
of her engagement with you, I never fufFered 
myfelf to interfere, whatever unfavouriablc 
profpefts my anxious eyes difcovered in the- 
umon. But nozv^ that I find (he is merely 
become the Jlave of her woT'd, and deter- 
mined to keep it from a point of honour 
' only, it behoves me, for her fake — ^for i/ours 
— and for my oivn^ to interpofe, and acquaint 
you with what (he would never have acknow- 
ledged, had it not been unguardedly drawn 
from her by a friend. 

Her words were, although I am convinced 
IJhall make myftlf wretched '- by fulfitling 
my engagement to Colonel ^^4(colm^ 1 mvfi 
abide by it; from the dictates of /ion^iUn 
there is no appeal. • ' ' -^ --'' - ' 

But fure I am, that to yotir -honourabli 
nature, which would fcorn to aflcept of h&t 
upon fuch. terms, I may appeal. Too well, 
and too long, have I been acquainted with 
you, to apprehend a momeuOs VveCvU\Sati 5^w 
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your part) to releafe Lot&ifa from a promife 
fo precipitately given. A man of your de- 
licacy and high fpirit could not purchafe 
liappineft fo much at the expenfe of a beloyed 
ob)ed:; her felicity is as neceflary .to th# 
completion of it, as your own ; and now that 
they are become diflind, I cannot doubt 
what your determination will be. 

In the facrifice of ycnir wifhes, you open 
a profpedt of happinefs to Louifa ; and will 
very fbon- recover yours, in the confcioufne& 
ef having aded nobly : in keeping her to her 
motdf you may effe&ually deftioy the peace 
ef both : to fee her wretched, and feel your« 
ielf the caufe of it> could produce no other 
eonfequence. 

I have nothing to add, but that I believe 
m^cli to be equally fulfilling the duty of a 
Sriend, and of a parent, in the ftep I am 
taking} and thh gives me courage to nm the 
luasad even of your being unjuft to my 
motives, and doubting the afiurance, which 
I never uttered with greater fincerity than at 
iki% momeni^ of my being your moft 

Truly affeftionate friend, 

CAROLINE RIVfiRgPAlE. 
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I^ADY BELFOI^T TO SIR HENRY RIVSRSDALE. 

I am more grieved than I can ejtprefi^ that 
I have yet bo better accouots to gite you^ 
my dear Sir, of your beloved fifter. The 
fever is of a putrid nature, and the delirium 
has, for this week paft, been extremely high» 
and almoft inceflant: fiill the phyficians 
flatter me, that her jouth and natural good 
conftitution may cany her through the 
danger. 

I am fetdom allowed to aipproach her, oa ' 
account of the nature of her diforder^ but 
whenever I do, (he inftantly recogniiea me, 
and falls into adrain of tetf-reproacb, and 
appeals to my friendly interpofition, to avert 
the evils ftie has brought upon herfelf, by 
putting her into a nunnery the moment Ihe 
reaches England : fhe knows there are protein 
tant nunneries there, (he fayj, whet© file 
may conceal her difgrace, and make atone- 
ttient for her wickednefe. The tone of dif. 
pleafure, in which Lady Riverfdale's letter is 
written, has made a very ftrong impieflion 
upon her ^ Ihe had, mojre than oiK:e, Itrongly 
accufed herfelf to me of the impro^^l^ ^ 

l6 
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\yhich (he had been guilty, in forming an e 
gagement fo important, without her mofheir^i' 
knowledge, or concurrence, and determinec/, 
for the future, to let no ^apprehenfions of 
cenfure^or fcvcrity deter hcr from inftanta- 
seous communication. 

This forenefs of mind, from which I could 
not wholly relieve her, has given double 
force to the fenfe of her broken faith to Co- 
lonel Malcolm. This ftigma^ (he fays, is 
a(fixed upon her in punilhment of her diso- 
bedience; at times, (he fancies him deaft 
for he had told her he (hould not furvive the 
lofs of her — (he will ere<3: a monument to 
his memory — (he will fow' flowers around it 
— and then (he breaks out, 

•* In yonder cowflip lies my dear,'* 

with fuch tones of plaintive fwcetnefs, ^ 
wholly overpower me. 

I ougHt> perhaps, to fpare you this pai^" 
ful recital, but the participation relieves O^y 
oppreflTed fpirits; and, I think, that by 
being thus particular, you will rely with cer- 
tainty upon knowing the word; fparing th^ 
feelings Qf an abfent friend is a miferablc 
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temporary expedient, which muft end in the 
deftru6lion of future confidence. 

I write daily to Lady Riverfdale, and am 
not without hopes of her coming hither; for, 
in addition to the fevere diftrefs of mind I 
«^i»fufFering, as well from the load of refpon- 
Cbility I have incurred, by feparating Louifa 
^rom^l her relations, as from my extreme 
afledion for her; I have the mortification of 
.feeing the time draw near, when Lord Bel- 
font muft neceffarily be in London, and 
X^uifa's diforder, however favourably it may 
turnout, affords no profpedt of her being in 
3^ ftate to bear travelling. You may he very 
^uwit is my wi(h, to remain here until Lady 
Riv«rfdale*s arrival, if I can perfuadc my 
Lord to leave me. At all events, you (hall 
hclar again by next poft from, dear Sir, 

Your fincere and obedient fervantJ 

H. BELFONT. 



VDY BELFONT TO SIR HENRY RIVERSDALE*. 

P^ris, October 20. 

The fliort refpite my Lord had obtained is 
in end, and 1 have the unfpeakable* morti- 

Sevcral letters of Lady Belfont are Here rupprefled, 
ey have only continued to convey tYie'mt>ft.^Q.\ife\Sx\ 
hrming accounts of Louifa's d'vCoxdei* 
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, fication. of being under the txccSkf of 
leaving my lovely charge behind ^ although' 
I have the comfort to think, and ta aflbre 
you, that the crifis is paft, and that (he is 
certainly recovering, but the prc^eis muft 
be very flow. She has been free frons xleli^ 
rium for many hours thefe laft three. days; 
bur, in thofe intervals, is Co extremely weak 
and low, as fcarcely to bear being. fpoken to^ 
and the mod peifed^ quiet is enjoined; b 
that I alfo forefee the heart-rend ii^ circuiD* 
fiance of not being allowed to take leave, or 
apprife her that I am going* I do mit foffer 
myfelf to enlarge upon my own diftrefe to 
you, who are undergoing fo much, but I 
really feel it very deeply ; and the unfortu* 
nate addition of Lady Riverfdale's gout, 
laying her under the impoffibility of moving, 
when it was fo very material that Ihe fliould 
be here, fums up the whole to a very over- 
powering amount. Madame de Sainval's 
haftened arrival is, however, fome conlola- 
tionj her affeftionate intereft in Louifa al- 
moft equals my own, and her care will be un- 
remitting. In her hands I leave Colonel 
Malcolm's anfwer, which did not arrive as 
Lady Kiverfdalc had expeded, but^ at any 



MI»S RIVEKSPALE. 2^1 

rate, could not have been communicated to 
your (liter, as her feizure followed inftanta- 
neoufly upon the reading of your mother's 
letter; I do not know its contents, being 
enclofed in a fealed cover,- and Lady Riverf* 
dale's own iituation has only admitted of 
didating her anfwers to my letters, which, 
of courfe, precludes all confidential fubjeds. 
I have earneftly requeued, that the inftant 
her Ladyfliip is able to hold a pen, it may 
trace fuch words of kindnefs as (hall obli^ 
terate fome of the painful ideas, that have 
taken fuch drong pofleffion of the dear fuf- 
ferer's mind. 

If the winds prove favourable^ we may 
reach London by Thurfday, and I (hall hope 
to fee you in Arlington-ftreet immediately; 
where, I now flatter myfelf, I (hall be able 
to confirm in perfon the reviving tidings of 
continued amendment. 

I am, dear Sir, with great regard, your 

Obedient fervant, 

H. BELFONT. 
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LOUISA RIVERSDALE TO SIR HENRY 

RIVERSDALE. 

Paris, December 2%* 

I am once more able to hold my pen— 
and you will perceive by the writing, that it 
is as much as I can do— I muft not yet at- 
tempt to let it trace my feelings — O, my be* 
loved brother ! my deareft friend, much and 
varioufly have they been affedted ! — but I- 
am fcarcely yet allowed even to think. 

I yefterday fcrawled a line of gratitude to 
my mother; fuch a foothing kind letter as I 
have had from her — I thought the fight of 
my hand-writing would pleafe her — but I 
was ill able; I am better to day, I am evi- 
dently recovering ftrength, but it is flbwly. 

Pvladame de Sainval infifts upon my laying 
down my pen; I have written twice as much 
as fhe had allowed of — it flows fo readily to 
you, that it feems no exertion — fitting up 

fo long is the greateft difficulty Adieu, 

deareft Henry. 

LOUISA TO SIR HENRY RIVERSDALE. 

January 6. 

Lady Belfont will have imparted my daily 
4/27ei3dment to you, my dt^.t bxother ^ and the 
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change in my hand-writing .fince that firft 
trembling fpecimen, will evince my improv- 
ing ftrength. I now fit up two or three 
hpurs in a day, and get a good deal of found 
fleep at night; and I am promifed, if I go 
on progreflively for another week, that I (hall 
fee fome letters, addrefled to me, which Ma- 
dame de Sainval has in her poffeffion, but, 
in regard to which, I am not yet even to alk 
aqueftion. Well do I know they will be 
Very trying — but am I not at this moment 
bearing up under a trial fufficiently fevere, 
to prove I have fortitude ? Is not the period 
for the failing of the India (hips faft ap- 
proaching, without my having a chance 

Madame de Sainval is really quite defpo- 
tic; railing her eyes from her work, (be per- 
:cived fome indications of emotion in my 
^untenance, and will not fufFer me *to pro- 
reed j {he had only agreed to let me write 
Jiis letter, upon condition of its being a 
nere bulletin^. 

There then, my fweet tyrant! I have done. 



• The written ftate of the patient's health, which 
5 daily left with the porter at the hotels of the nobi« 
iiy^ fi?r the information of inquiring fnew8L%% 
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LOUISA TO SIR HENHY RIVERSDALBr 

I am now gaining fbrength faft, dearef! 
Henry, and (hall foon be pronounced * cip^ 
pleine convale/cence*'* 

I have not yet at^tempt^ to walk acrofs 
the room; the inftant I am ftout enough for 
that, I am to be entrufted with my lettcrSr 
I only requefled to know,, whether there b« 
any among them with the Vienna poft mark;; 
and the anfwer I get to this- is, that my mo« 
ther has repeatedly told- Madame de •&iinval 
in her letters, that Colonel Malcolm is wcll^ 
and fatisBed. 

If, indeed, he be well,, and fatisfied — but 
how does this acquit me ? Satisfied perhaps, 
becaufe he defpifes the girl, who, in the firft 
inftance, infringed her filial obedience; and,. 
in the next^ may to him appear the under- 
hand inftigator of the ftep that has been 
taken. I cannot fupport the humiliation I 
have brought upon myfelf — could 1 have had 
the indulgence of pafling a few weeks, or 
even days, with my deareft brother before 

* la.aa undoubted ^tc of cecovery* 
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his departure, I might again have been re- 
ftored to feme little d%ree of felf-efteem, by 
being taught in what manner to atone for the 
errours my prefumption and levity have led 
me into : a few hours of converfation would 
have done more for me than volumes of 
writing can. Every way the difappointment 
of not feeing you opprefles me ; before I had 
looked forward to it, I was reconciled to my 
fete ; but the delightful vifions piy journey 
had called up, now ferve only to renew and 
increafe my former feelings — in this ilrain,, 
•however, I am prohibited from proceeding — 
O, that it were poffible, to check my thoughts, 
as well as my gen ! — Adteu, dear Henry, I 
will write to Lady Belfont next poft.. 



lOUISATO SIR HZKRY RIVERSDALB*. 

Pan' J, January ijv 

I enclofe the letters. Read them before 
you proceeciwith mine; Madame de Sainval 
has taken the trouble to tran(cribe them; I 
number them, that you may take them ia 
their regular order. 
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No. I. 

COLONEL MALCOLM TO LOUISA*. 

Vienna^ Augufi 27. 

" I know not how to credit my fenfes. 
Can thefe words have been uttered by Louifa? 
* Although I am coiivinced I Jhall make my- 
felf- icrctched hy fulfilling my engagement 
with Colonel Malcolm^ I mujt abide by Hi 
Jrom the dictates of honour there is no ap*v I 
pear ' 

" No pen but your own fhall make mc 
believe it. I await my fate at your hands. 

5* MALCOLM.*^ 



No. 2. 

lADY RIVERSPALE TO LOUISA-f. 

" I enclofe to you Colonel Malcolm's 
long expefted anfwer, my deareft child. The 

* It does not appear how this letter was forwarded 
to Louifa, independently of Lady Riverfdale, but it 
evidently only reached her together with the following. 

f This and the following letter were cnclofcd un- 
der cover to Lady Belfont, with a requeft, that they 
might not be imparted to Louifa till her flrength fliould 
be fufHcicntly reftored, to bear with the agitation they 
would occafion ; and by Lady Belfont left with Ma- 
dame de Sainval. 



MISS RIVERSDALE. H^f 

time that has elapfed, before he vouchfafed it, 
led me to fuppofe, that he did not intend to 
give any. I arii precluded from making any 
comments upon it, by the ftill remainmg 
jycaknels of my hands. The fufFerings of 
my feet and knees di fable me from going to 
you, and thofe of my heart, at your prefent 
feuation, are more than I can allow myfelf 
to cxprefs ; but I put my truft in Heaven, 
and fubmit. - 

" May the Almighty Difpenfer of all good 
foon reftore my beloved Louifa's health, is 
the fervent prayer of her moft anxious mo- 
ther. 



No. 3. 

XOLONEL MALCOLM TO LADY RIVERSDALE. 

(Enclofed in the preceding.) 
** Madam, Vienna^ Septemher 30. 

** You cannot wonder, that where a man's 
cxiftence is at flake, he (hould choofe to pro- 
ceed upon furc ground ; I muft acknowledge, 
therefore, that I appealed to Mifs Riverfdale, 
for the confirmation of <hc extraordinary 
contents of your ktterj I Via\e xvcw ^iA 
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much 1>eyond the time requidte, to bring 
xnebcT anfwen Her filence can admit oX, but 
one conflrudion — I difdain to comment upon 
it, or the tortures I have endured* There 
are few women in the world who <:ould have 
furpriied me; I own, Mifs Riveridale has. 
I hereby releafe her from all engagement to 
me, and ieave you and her to every fatis&c* 
tion, that may arife from inconllancy and 
the ill treaFtment of a man, who only wiibed 
to devote his life to her happinefi. 



** F. MALCOLM." 



No. 4. 

LADV MARY MELVILE TO MISS RIVERSDALE. \ 

flombt^res, O^ober 16. 

" I hardly know how to exprefs my afto- 
ni(hment, my dear young friend, at the con- 
tents of a letter jyft received from Colonel 
Malcolm 9 and were I not as incredulous as I 
am aftonifhed, I fliould feel my felf perplexed 
beyond any thing I have yet experienced} 
but fome unexplained mifunderilanding fo 
evidently gives rife to the Colonel's difplea- 
furc, that I have bMt oiit Viae of condudk to 
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Lirllie, which is, to endeavour immediately 
) clear it up, 

** Tell me, then, tny love, what has hapr 
ened, and let me be the mediator between 
ou, 'Well do I knowi happtnefs can never 
le his portion b«it through you; and with 
wrtainty did I jud^, before I left Geneva, 
:hat the fteadrnefs of your attachment, the 
idicacy of your mind, and the propriety of 
four way of thinking, would make you find 
jrour fatisfaftion in his, whenever fete per- 
mitted y<»ir union. You were aware of the 
jealoufy of his temper, and law no difficulty 
in conforming to it — this you have fince con- 
Srmed by your letters — ^What then, in the 
same of Heaven, can have happened, to 
uftify my fenfible, judicious Mifs Riverfdale, 
n perfifting in an obftinate hard-hearted 
ilence, which not only denies, but precludes 
Jl poffibility of explanation ? 

" You muft folve this myftery to me; for, 
rom the ColoneFs ktter, I only difcover, 
hat you are filent, and leave him to diftrac- 
ion and dcfpair ; the reft is all wild, inco* 
lerent complaint, and I can make nothing 
>f it. 
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- ** If he have in any (hape offended the dig- 
nity or delicacy of your mind, (which, how- 
ever, I can hardly fuppofe, knowing Malcolm 
as I do,) deign to give me the explanation, j 
you refufe to him^ arid .let me ftill be the 
fortunate inftrument of reftoringyou to each 
other. Where, Mifs Riverfdale, will you 
meet with fuch another man ? Where, with 
one in whom there is fo little to be forgiven? 
Happy ! happy girl, to have the power of 
conferring felicity, where it is fo well merited! 
Do not let a trifle overfet the good fortune 
you had in profpedl I 

" Write to me without delay, my dear, 
and be explicit ; more hangs upon your an- 
fwer, than I can explain, or wi(h you to know. 

" I think I gather from his letter, that 
you are gone to Paris ; but not knowing how 
to direft to you there, this muft go by Ge- 
neva. My health continues reftored as if by 
miracle, and prudence only detains me this 
winter out of my own country. 

" In moft impatient expeftation of your 
anfwcr, ever truly and faithfully yours. 



" MARY MELVILE." 
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No,5. 

LADY MART MELVILE TO MISS RIVSRSDAIE, 

Dtcemher 6. 

*^ I have now allowed much more than the 
time requifite, to bring an anffwer even from 
iEngland, whither^ I undlerftand, my dear 
Mifs Riverfdalc has accompanied Lady Bel- 
font, and where my letter would undoubtedly 
follow her ; and am fo cdnfounded by a filence, 
which would have furprifed me, even inde- 
jpendently of the claims put in by my laft 
letter, that I no longer know how to with- 
hold a degree of concurrence in Colonel 
Malcolm's opinion; fo far, at leaft, as to 
conclude every thing irretrievably ended be- 
tween you and him. 

** However incomprehenfible this bufinefs 
appears to me, I cannot fo entirely relinquifli 
the opinion I have formed of your heart and 
underftanding, my dear, as to fufpedt you 
-either of unkindnefs, or negleft : you are 
affuredly aftii:g upon fome plan of conduct:, 
which you have laid down for yourfelf, and 
which will one day, probably, explain the 
meaning of the difappoiritment I at thisniio- 
ment feverely fceh Meanwhile, Imuftao^ 

VOL, II. M 



candidly lay open, what I withheld in my laft 
only from an apprehenfiofh that the flighted 
hitkt rekitiw to qiyfelf miqj^kt have worked 
upon your delicacy, to the total preclufion 
of the explanation and recoaciliation I Co 
earneftly wilhed to effe&. 

** In the incoherent letter I mentioned 
baving; received fironi Colonel MaU:oIm, ki» 
C9mplain.ts« of you are mixed with regrets^ 
that he had< not been more fenfible of the 
honour done him (he is pleafed to fay) by 
my partiality, at a. time when it offered fo.&ir 
a profpeft of the fleady and unalloyed fatis- 
£a^ton, for which a rational man ought alone 
to look in a matrimonial connexion ^ that 
rejcfted, caft off, as he now was, it would 
be an infult to me, to court my acceptance 
"of his hand. In (hort, he expreffes himielf 
in every term of affeiSlionate refpedt, accom- 
panied with the ftrongeft fenfe of having for- 
feited all claim to urge it^ but informs me, 
aj^the fame time, that his affairs were coming 
to a favourable iffue, and that the flighted 
encouragement from me would bring him 
ta my feet. 

** I do not wifti to arrogate merit to my- 
^^14 by ftatingi this as any great trial of my 

5 
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difintereftedtiefs, becaufe the, kappiaefs of a 
truly beloved objeA is by fo much the firft 
confideratioiv in a generous mind, that what 
may appear an ^ffhrt to low suid narrow per« 
ceptionSi is only fdlowing the natural bent 
of more refined ideas^ You are formed to 
finderiland this doctrine, Mifs Riyerfdaley 
and, therefore, wiU not be furprifed^ that^ in 
the idea, there might be 4Bore of pique and 
refentment againd you, than of af&ftfon to 
me, in the ColonelV propofal^ my'firft at- 
tempt (hould be, to bring about the expla« 
dation I requefted of you in my lait; per- 
fuaded, that if I fucceeded in reconciling 
you, I (houkl fecure greater felicity to him 
thatv I had to beftow; and if not, I Ihould, 
in having made the attempt, fecure to myfelf 
an imalloyed fatisfadtion, in being at length 
united to the only perfon for whom I had 
ever wiflied to live. 

" Your unrelenting filence, even to me, 
feems, however, at length, to put a decided end 
to Colonel Malcolm's hopes. I therefore mean 
to write, this ver^ day, to tell him, that if 
his propofal to me is not folely didatecj by 
anger againft Mifs Riverfdale, but really arifes 
from ^VfiOk of pailiiig bds U|e with a wopian 
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^'hofe every thouglit will be fubfervient to 
his pleafure, that my health is now fo far 
reftored, as to rclieve me from the fear of 
being a conftant fource of difquietude to 
him; and that I am ready, with the fame 
franknefs I have ever profefled, to convince 
him that my affedtion is of that generous 
fort, which only feeks ^ the happinefs of its 
objeft, and he may command my hand when- 
ever he.pleafes to call for. it. 

" At the fame time, I now tell you^ my 
fweet girl, that I may receive your anfwer to 
this, long before he can come to claim my 
offer i and (hould it appear, that any unfore- 
fcen accident, or mifcarriage of letters, has 
occafioned the delay, and fhould I perceive 
the flighted tendency towards explanation or 
conceffion on your part ftill to hold out a 
chance of reconciliation to him, you (hall 
find I am capable of afting confidently 
throughout; though I will, at the fame time, 
honedly confefs, it would, perhaps, now be 
a feverer trial than ever it has proved yet. 

^* Colonel Malcolm may probably be herc^ 
by the hew year. I will delay the conclufion 
till the latter end of January, which is giving 
all jpoflible latitude for the reception of your 
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anfwer; let me, therefore, for pity's fake, 
hear from you in one fliape or otlier, and be- 
lieve me^ invariably, 

" Your affeAionate friend, 

^ MARY MELVILe/' 



And now, my deareft brother, what am I 
to do between my impeached honour, and 
my flill increafed admiration and afle£tio» 
for Lady Mary ? O, that you were here, ta 
counfel and direft me! 

I need not expatiate upon the various emo- 
tions thefe letters have excited ; you will un* 
derftand them, all — tlie difficulty, at this md-' 
ment, is to know how to aft.. 

Are you; fully aware of the defpicable light 
, in which 1 muft appear to Colonel Malcolm 
' and Lady Mary Melvile ? It is almoft more 
than I can bear; but is it more than I have ^ 
deferved ? How does the petulant prefump- 
tion, with which I ventured to judge and aft 
for myfelf, in defiance of my mother's opi- 
nion, now fink me in my own eyes, as it muft 
before have done in hers — in yours — in 
theirs ! — Ralh ! humbled.Louifal-r— ftill, you 
kpow, I did not mean to break my feitk, 

M 3 
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Henry ! — thai is the feverett imputation of 
all. Might I not attempt to clear mylejf, 
then ? — What, at Lady Mary Melvile's ex- 
,penfe ? — ^t the hazard of caufing thofe af- 
fcftion« again to waver, which now may re- 
ward all her fufferings? * • 

Madame <le Sainval is decidedly of opi- 
ixion, that I ought not to write, till I aro 
certain the union has taken place; but Mar 
dame de Sainval is too warm a friend to be 
quite an impartial judge. 

I think, Henry, however fome parts of my 
eonduft may have leffened me in your eyes^ 
you willilill give credit to the reftitude of 
my heart, when I declare, that I had rather 
have encountered the wretched lot I forefaw 
in the acquittal of my duty, fupported, 'as I 
fhould have been, by an approving confci" 
en€e, than to have better profpeds opened 
to me in this difgraccful manner. 

Might I but vindicate myfelf to Colonel 
Malcolm from the intention, or even wifl), 
of receding from my word — furely, my dear 
brother, it would be great vanity in me to 
apprehend^ that there could now be any 
danger of interfering with the juftice he at 



length does to Lady Mary Mefvile^s tinri^ 
vailed merit. This, howerer, is What Mja*-. 
dame de Sainval ftrenuoufly urges. 

Upon looking back, 1 feem; to contTadift 
myfelf: my head is no£ quite equal yet to 
the trying difcuflion;. but I ftrongly feel 
'that I deferve the humiliation I have in* 
curred^ and the only lacrifice in my power 
to make to Lady Mary, is voluntarily to pro- 
jk>f^ it, until her happinefs fliall be out of 
the reach of fates and then it Ihall only be 
-through her, that I will clear my honour to 
Colonel Malcohn, and it (ball red with her« 
^tf to impart or withhold it^ as prudence 
OiaHiliaate. 

,P> ^. — Dictated by L^tqfa^^-^oriiten kjf 

Madame de Sainval. 

jAnuary 26. 

A flight return of fever enfued upon the 
agitation occafioned by the letters ; but it has 
quite Hibfided again this mornitig, my dear 
brother; however Madame de Sainval, who 
writes this under my inditing, vow§ IftiaU be 
deprived of pen and ink for a week to come. 
She wiH fign hernsame to tlxe truth tf my 

M4 
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being quite as well as I was on Monday, ,bjc^ 
fore 1 faw the letters. 

AdditioHy hy Madame de Sainval. 

Yes, indeed, I will fign, that (he is in very 
good train of recovery, if (he will let herfetf 
be direfted, and be kept quiet 5 but when 
there is queftion of her brother, (he will 
follow her head — her hearty I (hould better 
fay, for I am jealous how much it is yours. 
I fooner write bad Englifh as good French, 
to make proof how much I prepare me to 
acquit me of the duties of friend(hip, and 
am decided to conduft your charming fifter 
myfelf to Lady Belfont in the fine feafon. 

I regret you will be departed before that, 
as I (hould have great pleafure to (how you 
my (incere efteem. 

VALENCE, MARQUISE DE SAlNVAL. 



LOUISA TO SIR HENRY RIVERSDALE. 

Farist February J. 

I am now really recovering very fa(l*, my 
deareft brother, and am fully reftored to the 
liberty of my pen, though not to the choice 
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of my fubjeft : the only difficulty is to find 
a moment in which to ufe it; for the French 
have fuch a notion de foigner les malades*^ 
that they do not leave one an inflant. I do. 
not fay this in the way of complaint of Ma* 
dame de Sainval; for by her I would not 
wi(h to be Idft 5 we • can never be the lead 
reftraint upon each other; we read, or write, 
or work, or converfe, or do nothing, as it 
happens, and enjoy them all the more* for the 
participation. Do you recoUeft that beautiful 
paflage you had tranfcribed fromRouffeau? 
^^ Les amis ont quelquefois hefoin d'itrc 
feuls^ pour le plaifir de ne fe rien dire, 
^ leiir aife^y She mentioned it, as one (he 
had alfo been ftruck with, and we frequently 
feel and illuflrate its truth; but (he fays, 
none but a Swifs or an Engliftiman could 
have thought of fuch a thing as enjoying 
Jilence^ and prides herfelf much upon being 
fo i^wfrench as to admit it. 

It is die friendly interruptions of indiffe- 
rent people that I diflike, who think it in- 

• Of attending upon tRe fick. 

f Friends may even wi(h to be alone, for the fake of 
enjoy bg each othot^s^iewe without inUttu^UQXi. 
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cumbent tipon them to come once a day, 
and wear my fpirits with making me talk 
about xioihxti^—fiinplement pour me diffiper*^, 
they fay. 

One or two of them are particular friends 
of Madame de Sainval, whom (he wifhed me 
to fee, and whofe company I fliould like 
very well, if I were pcrfcftly ftout. One or 
two more are friends of Madame de Valence, 
whom fhe iniifled upon introducing, as (bon 
s^ I was able to fee any body — *• Parcequ^il 
nefaut pas permettre qn'elle s^ennuye-^ cttt6 
pativre petite /" (he faid ; " cela ne vnut Hen 
pour une convalefcente y et tu as beau dire 
que tu ne la quittespas mafille^ deuxfemmes 
tn tite h titCy depuis le matin jufqiCau foir^ 
cela doit hre d'un maujfade infupportabh. 
Ah fy mettrai orare!^* And fure enough 
fhe keeps her word, for (he puts us out of 



* Merely to drive away thought. 

f. *' This poor little thing inuft not be left to tire! 
that would be quite againfl her recovering; and my 
daughter may fay what fhe pleafes about her keeping 
her company, but two women alone together, from 
morning till night, muft be infufferably l^npid. I will 
uke cut to Jnaoage that bettet fot tbem.'* 
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patfe^^e ten times a ddyi» with her kind ^cort 
triva&cts to ^mufe ate. 

Then^ there ^re two or tbre^ f>ep|>Ie^ Wh0 
are civilly attentive tt) me on Ladf BeUbnt'^ 
lurottnt} One of whom is .our Ambafflulor: 
^U the&, together with the good Abb^ aini 
the brift: Clie\^Her, realijr do fucliifli firch * 
](\;&ccedio6 of daily vifitors, as have me veiy 
<X)mpiete]y exhauRtd by the time evcninf 
Comes. 

I take the privilege of on imrilMe^ bo^-- 
ever, in difmiffing ndy company at ei|;fat 
o'clock ; and that of an Englifhwotndn^ ih 
refolutely refuiing admittance, after I aen ta 
bed, to all, but Madame de Satnval ahd her 
mother} which piece x>i prudery^ as tbejr 
term it 5 is not treated wilh more indolj^enice 
here, than it was by Lady Barbara Brachky^ 
but, as for any attempt to refift feeing com-^ 
pdny in my bed-chamber, ttfter I amnpi it 
was a thing fo outt^^ as not to be tiftened to 
at all} they were brought in bangr&malgtt^^ 
and I am now fo accuHomad f o it^-^bat I do 
not much mind it; and, indeed, until I am 
well enough to go down iWo the /allon de 

U 6 
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ctnnpagnte, I have no refource but that^of 
a little writing clofet, adjoining to my room, 
which, from having a done floor, would not 
yet be fafe for me to fit in. 

Monfieur de Sainval's expected arrival 
cramps my apartment; I might rather fay, 
that I rob him of a great part of his. You 
are aware, how many families ufually 'inhabit 
the fame hotel here. Madame de Sainval, 
and Madame de Valence, divide the ^ez d^ 
chauj/ec* between them; Monfieur de Sain- 
val and the Commandeury (Madame de Va- 
lence's brother, whom I believe I have for*- 
gotten to name before) au premier •f j le fe- 
condX is not yet furnifhed; fo there is abed 
put up for the Marquis in his own anti- 
chamber, which adjoins to the writing clofet, 
and communicates with a fort of pafiage 
-room, that we both have in^common. My 
interfering in this manner with his conveni- 
ence, added to the confcioufnefs of my being 
juft now a very troublefome inmate, gives me 
ci dread of his arrival y and nothing is faid, 

• Ground floor, 
t On the firft floor. 
J Up two pair of ftairs* 
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- that leads me to believe him very indulgent 



t 



^ to his wife's friends in general: on the con. 
. trary, I fear her preference may rather tend 
to preclude, me from his ; not that fhe has eva*. 
told me fp, but filcnce often betrays as much 
^ complaint. 



February fth. — Madame de Valence, and 
'Madame de Sainval, are gone to mafs : I feel 
quite well, and I am determined I will write 

\ciipon whatever fubjed I pleafe to day ; and 
what, my beloved brother, can be fo near 
my heart as your fituatipn, and your depar- 

- :ture? Little did 1 know what I was wifliing, 
'When I fo ardently prayed> that fome Engliflb- 
iwoman might become the miftrels of your 
•afFedlions — But furely^ Henry, there is great 

« -want of feeling, in making fo futile an objec- 
tion, after giving fuch obvious encourage- 
ment !— ^You will not fufFer me to blame her, 
-you fay; (he cannot err — I do not fee her 
-conduft with your eye5, Henry; but at this 
,diftance I know my judgment can have no 
weight; I can, therefore, only partake in 
.your fufferings, and now, from the bottom 
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of my foul, wifh you were gone*.— Yet, htwr 

does my heart finl( at the dreadful thought! 

—The mifery of abfence furety increafes witk 

the diftance i — I canned purfue this painfiii 

fubjeft, now I have begun upon it— ^l feeifi 

to be parting ^vith you anew; and the idei» 

that you may have failed before even this letter 

can reach you, benumbs my faculties 

• • • • 

I was obliged to lay down my pen — I will 
now endeavour to confine my thoughts to 
what (next to jpou) is entitled to fiU them» 
the Colonel, and Lady Mary ... (I hopel^ 
this time) Makolm. 

I have now allowed more than the time 
Ihe mentioned, for bringing her fete to a 
crifis: youf concurrence in the propriety of 
my delay has very much foothed the irrita- 
tion of my inind, under ihe fenfe of the 
obloquy I had condemned myfclf to proloi^. 
But how, indeed, even when it comes to the 
point, can I wholly acquit myfelf ? The per- 
jury was not in my choice, but the incoo- 
ftancy too furely was mine, hi vain do you, 

• This remains tmejtplaincd $ the B4i(»£ fimds lO 
farther alluuon to it in any of the papers. 
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and my refpeded mother, both affert, that 
my preference for Colonel Malcolm never 
amounted to love: however that may be, I 
certainly, at firft, felt an affeftion for him, 
which his fubfequcnt condtidt deftroyed. Does 
that admit of any palliation ? or if it does, 
can 1 palliate the impropriety of my avowal 
to Prince Polinfki ? Ungenerous Prince Po- 
liniki, to betray me to fuch unremitting dif- 
ijuietude ! — never (hall I forgive myfelf for 
putting it into his power. 

My red? eyes and bliftered paper inform 
Madame de Sainval, who is juft come in, 
that my fubjeft is too interefting; and (he 
prohibits me from proceeding. O, that (he 
could banifh the confcioufncfs from my 
breaft! — it (ignifies little whether or not I ex- 
prcfs it, whilft it rankles fo painfully there. 



February loth. — I.enclofe the copy of 
my tetter to Lady Mary. It cannot half 
convey my fenfe of her exalted di(interefted- 
nefs. Generous! amiable woman ! — may (he 
at length be repaid by his utmoft tendernefs 
for all her fuflferings! Her happinefs only 
can compenfate for my humiliation. 
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TO LADY MARY MELVILE. 

" The long and fevere illnefs, from which 
I am jufl recovering^ will, I truft, my dear 
Madam, acquit my iilence of every other 
conftruftion, but that of my inability to 
break it. Ill fhould 1 havedeferved your ex- 
traordinary kindnefs,and highly valued friend- 
ihip, could I have hefitated, for an inftant^ 
when called upon by you for an explanatioOf 
let my motives for withholding it from others 
have been what they might. That I cannot 
now enter fully into a fubjeft of fuch heavy 
accufation againft me, will be more readily 
afcribed, by your Lady (hip's candid mind, 
to the change of circumftances which has 
taken place during my long diforder, than 
to the want of exculpating reafons to be of- 
fered for my condud : if the refult of it, 
however, has infured your happincfs, I can 
fay, from my heart, that to attain fuch an 
end, I would pay any price;, it is no fmall 
one, to fubmit to a humiliating appearance 
of culpability, without attempting a juftifi- 
cation. 

*^ Thus much can I only allow myfelf to 
fay, that had I been in a Hate to write, or 
I 
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even to receive letters, at the time Colonel 
Malcolm, aqd your Ladyfliip, firft reached 
Paris, I (hould have felt it incumbent upon 
me, to clear myfelf from the imputed inten^ 
lion of receding from an engagement, which 
I had, on the contrary, devoted my life to 
fulfiU but Colonel. Malcolm muft, long ere 
this, have become fo truly fenfible, how 
much more rationally and permanently his 
Jhappinefs is now fecured, than it .?ver could 
have been by me, that he will readily forgive 
jnc for rejoicing in my own inability to 
thwart an event, which turns out fo greatly 
to. his advantage. 

"I was feized with a putrid fever^ in a 
very few days after my arrival at Paris. Lady 
Belfont being obliged to proceed to England 
with her Lord, left me under the care of the 
Marchionefs de Sainval; to whofe kindnefs 
and friendQiip I cannot do juftice. I am not 
yet able to leave my room, and it is only 
within this laft fortnight, that I have been 
allowed to fee the letter:^, that ' have been 
lying here for me th'efe many months^ 

*^The c(^tents of your Ladyfliip's laft 
.precluded an aijfwer to Colonel Malcolm'&j 
flot from the vanity of fuppofing myrdC 
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likely to come again into competition with 
merit fo tianfcendenty but fearing, that t 
too delicate fenfe of honour might induce 
him to confider his engagement in pvefe* 
tence to his inclination. 

^ From the bottom of a heart bound to 
you by every tie of gratitude and aiFedion^ 
do I declare my ardent hope, that your union 
with Colonel Malcolm has, ere this, placed 
your 'happinefs Out of the reach of all hunum 
interference. My next wi(h is, to iland jrf 
tificd in your fight; and, through your Lady 
(hip's means, in the Colonel's, whofe efteeffl 
becomes ft ill more valuable to me, wfaea I 
confider him as the huft>and of the firft of 
women. 

" Do not, deareft Madam, let me lofe 
any part of your friendfliip, which I confider 
it as the greatcft pride of my life to have 
obtained, at a moment that my admiration 
is ftill increafed, as much by the noble frank- 
nefs with which you have at length accepted 
of Colonel Malcolm's hand, as by thecorffif- 
tent dHintereftednefs, that induced you forJl 
time to hang back from the proffered felicity. 
I can but ufe the common language of gra- 
titudc and cflcem, to ^xprefs feoJings the 
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moft uncommon : my life muft evintt their 
llrcngth%nd their fincerity, 

*• Ever, desired Madam, yow moft grate- 
fully affectionate, an4 devoted. 



I am a little fatigued with tranfcribing— 
fimll be happy if you approve~-and muft dif- 
patch this packet without any addition, bu^ 
the 0ame of 

Your 

LOUISA EIVEaSPAXB. 



LOPISA TO SI& HENRY BIVERSDALE. 
« February \2th. 

I have long feared that Madame de Sain<^ 
val was unhappy, and fhe has juft made the 
diflrefling acknowledgment. In confequeoce 
of my teftifyiDg furprife at the coolnefs with 
which (he informed me, that Ihe had received 
intelligence of Monfieur dc Sainval's intended 
arrival to morrow, fhe replied — 

" What would you have me do ? You 
will foon perceive, that he docs not awaken 
one's inclination to ficg and dance." 

" Happinefs need not always manifc ft itfclf 
in feats of aftivity s but you have ever tv«>difc^ 
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my inquiries upon this head, my dear friendj 
do you fear to truft me?'' 

" No, my Loiiifa — I fear to diftrefs you^ 
and I hate the humiliating topic.*' 

** Why humiliating? I have always urr- 
derftood, that domeftic happinefs wa$ but 
little confidered in French marriages."^ 

" True ! not in general— but I will (ho«r. 
you many inftances to the contrary, among 
fome of my moft intimate acquaintances^ 
and I am unfortunately born with a difpofi- 
tion for it, which makes me deeply fenfible 
of the void." 

" Is the Marquis fo diffipated then^ that 
all youir agreeablenefs cannot infpire him with 
a tafte for home?^' 

" Whatever agreeablenefs you may think 
me poffefled of is wholly thrown away upon 
him, I aflure you. He hated me before evcF 
he faw me; and that is a fcntiment quite as 
likely to become reciprocal as love, and which 
matrimony is admirably calculated to im- 
prove," faid (he, affeding to laugh. 

" Deareft Adine, you treat this with a le- 
vity which is not in your heart — do be fe- 
rious, and tell me in what this mutual diilike 
originated?" 
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*^ It is a*fubjed upon which I muft either 
igh, or cry : you will not admit of the one, 
d have not yet nerves for the other; fo, then, 
5 will leave it for the prefeht^ Had he not 
len coming, I (hould have faid nothing of 
; but you muft now foon fee, what I fliould 

vain attempt to conceal: at fome future 
iriod, you ihall know more;'* and (lie left 
e, with tears in her eyes. \ 

Ypu may be very fure I (hall not let this 
main long uninveftigated : (he appears too 
niible of her unhappinefs for adtual hatred ; 
itred, I (hould think, would dofe the heart 
\ all fenfe of unkindnefs from its objed. i 
lall probably know, better what to think, 
ben I have (cdn him, and heard the parti- 
alars from herfelf , but you will not wonder, 
lat I look for his arrival with a happy mix- 
ir^ of dread and' diilikel 



. . ' » 



1 2iA.-*-Deareft Henry, whom do you think 
have (een ? Your friend, Mr. Stanville !— 
uiyoxx will not be furprifed, becaufe you 
robably knew of his fuddcn expedition to 
laiis-^I did not^ 

He fent up a letter from Lady Belfont, 
€gging at the iame time to know when he 
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might fee me, to deliver a meflage from mj 
brother. The idea of meeting a perfon fo 
immediately conneded with; and come froix^ 
thofe fo very dear to me, agitated me to i 
degree, that I had fcafcely breath to fay, I 
would go down to him inilantly; (for I now 
go down (lairs for an hoar or two every day;) 
I was obliged to take fome minutes to cotB« 
pofe myfelf, and then, with the affiftancc of , 
Flora's arm, went trembling down. 

I was very much ftruck with his appeMf^ 
ance; and, ^' O,'* as Madame de Sev%oi 
fays, '^ how I looked at thofe eyes which bad 
fo lately feen yours!" I was almoft afhud 
he would think me bold, but I bdierebe 
would read my meaning; there is fuch a be* 
nevolent expreffion in his animated counte* 
nance — a kind hearted nefs in all he utters, fo 
like his lovely filler's — a refemblance to her 
in his features likewife — but, certainly, his 
fine perfon fcems to be his lead perfeftion* 
He is rather (hy, and his manner a little bor- ' 
dering upon what the French caU mauvaifi 
hojite^; but then, it evidently proceeds from 
diffidence of himfelf, which, when joined 

* AwkWaid bii{bfoliie&» 
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t talents fo very brilliaoty as you ddktih^ 
18 to' be, makes one like kirn ffill the better. 

He has a. kind <^ £ngli(b lounge in his 
r^ ¥4iich forms fuch a happy qmtraft 
> all the upright Frenchmen I fee, that 
am inclined to think it agreeable. Madame 
e Sainval found great fault with it, how*' 
?^f for being fo like the mawoaifc grace * 
f her hufband. 

Mr. Stanville told me, that this letter may 
ill reach you. It founded like a reprieve, 
ly'.bed friend, to find that yoa were not 
jp^e — ^yet, what can it now fignify?— Go 
(m muft—^nd all my hopes of feeing you 
ae at an end. 



i^fji,_Xhe only attention to myfelf, thai 
rnow ftrongly enjomcd, is to avoid all agi* 
atti^ fubjeds, as my nerves are, my weak 
NUt ; fo I laid down my pen yefterday, and 
riU not again recur to the fubje6L 

Mr. Stanville fpoke of you with a warmthj 
od an admiration, that quite opened my 
icart to him; he, however, only adfwered 
ny queftions, and I could not> at aiirft in» 

* Ungracefol nuumcSi 
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tcrview, touch upon delicate ftrings. t- 
mentioned his fifter in terms congenial : 
my feelings -, and is quite free from the ai 
fedtation of difclaiming her perfections, be 
caufe fo nearly connected with herj he con* 
fiders her as a fuperiour being, and- perfefti] 
adores her. 

I am happy to find, that Lady Belfont has 
at length, brought the negotiation, (he hac 
fo much at heart, to a favourable iffue ; f( 
far, at leaft, as that both Lord Egmore am 
Lord Belfont agree to fee Lady Grantin 
though they will not fee each other. It ap 
pears to me lingular^ that public and politi 
cal differences (hould fo much afFeft privat 
intercourfe^-where one would imagine the 
might fo eafily, and with fo much advantag 
to all parties, be kept diilincl; but, I fuf 
pofe, I fhall underftand that better when 
get to England. 

Monfieur de Sainval is arrived, Henr 
and lam rather agreeably furprifed with b 
appearance; a tall, genteel looking ma 
about thirty, with a referved dignity in 1 
manner, which I fhould not have conflru 
into morgue 8C dedain^^ if Madame 

* Sopercilioufncrs and contempt. 
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iainval had not dwelt upon thofe features 
n his chara<5lers when (he came to inquire 
vhat impreflion his premier abord* had 
nade upon me. 

His addrcfs to me was certainly not prSve^ 
nant^^ but it was polite and quiet. I re^ 
yretted to him the inconvenience to which 
ic was put, by my occupying a part of his 
apartment. He fald^ he hoped I had not 
b^H led to think fo ill of him, as that he 
could deem any thing an inconvenience, that 
ivas done to accommodate une dame /ouf- 
franteX. Our interview was fliort, but it 
has made me doubly impatient for the pro- 
mifed narrative. I thought that bis eye 
glanced at his wife, as he faid been led ; (he 
took no notice of it, however, either tbe©^ 
or afterward. 

Madame de Sainval is much dillurbed at 
Mr. Stanville's (hynefs. It had, indeed, 
manifefted itfelf more to her, than to n)e» 
be had objeded to my fending for her, cx- 
(^uling himfelf upon his want of fluency in 

• Firft intf oduftion. 
f Courteous. 
t Aficklady. 
VOL. II. K 
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French. I told him, that (he fought oppor*- 
tiinities of improving herfelf in Englirti ; ftill 
when (he uncxpeAedly entered the room, 
and that I named him to her, he rather hung 
back, and it was with difEculty Ihe coiild 
get him to fpeak at all. She expatiated at 
large upon it in the evening. The Vicomtc 
d'Ur(ain, one of Madame de Valence's 
friends, obferved, that it required ^^tmfonds 
de taciturnity bien inSbranlablej pourpowoir 
la conferver en vous voyantj me/dames *'\ 
bowing flightly to Madame de Sainval and 
me, in confcious triumph at the advantage 
his volubility gave him over Mr. Stanviile. 

** Mais tons les Anglais font tomme celaP' 
the Countefs faid, ^* rappelles toi done my 
Lord BelfoJit, mafAle! — ilfeferoit tenu la 
une heure d cdte de la fenitre^ fans s'ap- 
percevoir gu'il y exit ame qui vive dafts le 
Jalon : vous croyez peutitre qxCil regardoit 
les pajfans dans les Champs Elijees; point 
du toutf it ne voyoit que fan fpline ; — Miijs 
nous donnera des nowoelles de tout cela^ 



• An immovable fund of Uciturnity, to prcfcrvc 
it in your company, ladies. 
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f^umid die /era d Londres; f imagine que 
<:ela doitjaire urie facie Ic fort gaie*.'* 

^^ Mais encarcy mamatij s*ils tie parlent 
gue lorfqu^ils ont quelque chofe h dire^ cela 
ne laiiffe pas que i^avoir fan merite\^^ re* 
plied the Marchionefs. 

" Ah mafille! tu prends aufji tottjours le 
parti des Anglais %r exclaimed the Countefs. 

Madame de Sainval coloured deeply, and 
the Marquis caft a piercing look, firft at 
her, then at her mother; Ihe replied, how- 
icver,- without embarraflment, " Non^ mait 
je c here he d Jtre jujle^ etjefens que ce que 
nous appellons converjhtion^ tCeJtfouvent que 
da bahil^ d%nt je me pajerois fort iien,-^ 



* '* But all the Englifli are Cox only recoUe^l Lord 
Belfont> who would ftand by the hour^ftaiiHg through 
the window, without attending to a fool in the rodm? 
you may fancy he was locfking at the company in the 
walks ; not at all, he only faw his own ipleen. Mift 
will give us an account of thefe things when (he geti 
to London : I imagine the fociety there mud be yery 
lively/* 

t *" But if they only -fpeak whcii they have fotoc- 
thing to fay, I ihould not much object to it.' 

i " Ah, you always defend the Englifli.**, 



»> 
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€t ,lc frhre de Louife par exemple, direz 
JDous gu*il Hoit tacilurne *^* 

*^ Oh non pour celuUl^^ il a la tournure 
Francaife fen conviens^Y^ 

Adine fmiled at her mother's compliment 
to you, and I bowed my head in acknow* 
iedgment of her civil intention. 

Madame de Sainval infifts upon my calling 
lier Adine, becaufe it is an £ngli(h mark of 
intimacy, (he fays, to call each other by their 
chriftian names. In French, you know, it 
1$ either mon cosurXj or ma petite ^y between 
very intimate friends, for I am diverted at 
the gradations of intimacy that are attended 
to, here : relations, and thofe who have been 
brought up together, tiitoyer\\ each other; 
then comes the clafs of mon ccenr and ma 
petite-^ then the friends who meet daily, but 
«ot; fo confidentially, thefe fay ma chert 

• '* No, but I wifti to be unprejudiced, and whaf 
«^ call converfation is frequently mere babble, that I 
vottld readily be without. Now, there's Louifa's 
i>rother^ do you reckon him too filent?" 

^ ** No« his manners are more French, I allow*" 

% My heart. 

% My little one, 

li Tiiee and tho«« 
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nmie! ox Vicomtefse ! ox Marquifel to each 
other, without the addition of Madame^ 
and in fpeaking of each other,, la petite^ 
Marquife^ la petite VicomteJle\ then to your 
coterie''^ in general, you fay Madame de- 
Sainval, Madame de Valence; and perfedt 
ft rangers are addreffed as Madame la Comtejfe^ 
Madame la Dticheje. All thefe etiquettes 
are perfeAly underftood, and indifpenfable- 
among their own nation; but to the igno- 
rance of foreigners they are extremely in- 
dulgent. Madame de Valence often men- 
tions Lord Belfont, whofe language, as welF 
as manners, was a great fund of amufementr 
to her. He never inquired after her daugh- 
ter in any other way than ^y comment ejl ce 
qiCilfe porte^ voire Jille\?'^ Ihe (^ya,''^ qiiil 
pichoit igalement \ againft the rules of the 
language and of politenefs ; but that llie 
never took notice ;Df it to him, becaufe Ihe 
is aware, that the Englifti nefe piqucnt pas^ 
de /avoir vivr€%. 

♦ The circle of youy intimates. 

f How does he do, your daughter? 

I Sinned equally. 

§ Do not v;ilue themfelves upon. their poll tecveC^* 



aya rtTTERs or 

1 6th. — I meant t6 have given you fomc 
account of the Vicomte'd'Urfain to day, 
whom I perceive I have flightly mentioned j 
but a more interefting fubjeft has occurred^ 
Madame de Sainval has related to me^ a 
part at leaft of her fad tale, which I am 
impatient to communicate, dear Henry. 

Monfieur de Sainval was forced into ma- 
trimonv by his father, at a time that bis 
heart was devoted to another woman ; and 
Mademoifelle de Valence was led from her 
convent to the altar, to meet a man who had 
Tor years been known to be her deftincd huf- 
band, and whom the nuns had exerted aU 
their eloquence to paint in the moft odious 
colours, with a view, probably, to terrify 
her into the refolution of remaining among 
them: judge of the feelings with which they 
exchanged their mutual vows. As they left 
the church, he parted from her, faying, *' I 
have now facrificed myfelf to my father's 
convenience, but no power can oblige me to- 
live with a wife fo forced upon me !" and 
-flie fervently prayed he fifiight abide by hie 
determination. 

Thus paflbd two years, not much to the 
fatisfadion of tlicparents, who had liicrally 
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made the union between their e{!ates ; but 
with very little. doubt of their children fub- 
mitting peaceably to a fituatipn fo common 
in France. Trufting, however, to time, for 
bringing them to reafon, oo farther fteps were 

taken. 

to 

Madame de Valence introduced her daugb* 
tcr into the world, where her beauty, and 
the avowed n(^lcd of her hu(band, foon 
rendered her very confpicuous, and brought 
all th^ fa(bionable men to her feet; who, of 
courfe, made it their bufinefs, to heighten 
her contempt for a hu(band fo infenfible to 
her charms. What dangers her own giddi* 
oefs, and extreme feniibility to admiration^ 
might have expofed her to, (lie candidlv con* 
feffed fhe could not fay ; but her mother's 
vigilance and experience guarded her againft 
impropriety, and faved her from cenlure. 

In the mean time, the Marquis's paffion for 
Madame JDu mans had fubfided^ and he was 
at leifure to refleft, that liowever little value 
he might fet upon his wife's affedlion, her 
conduft was of confequence to his credit in 
the world : confcious how little he was enti- 
tled to her fidelity, hfc made no dependance 

X4 
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upon it, but conceived, that his only fecu* 
rity muft arife from the moft unremitting 
watchfulnefs, and without a Ihadow of affcc- 
tion to prompt him, he took every ftep that 
the moft unreafonable jealoufly could have 
fuggefted. He tampered with her fervants — 
placed fpies upon her motions — and having, 
at length, convinced himfelf, that the moft 
elegant and dangerous men in Paris were con- 
tending for her fmiles, he took the alarm, 
and infifted upon Madame de Valence taking 
her daughter down to his eftate in Langue* 
doc; afluring her, as an inducement, that 
he meant to pais fix months there himfelf, 
and would endeavour to confider Madame dc 
Sainval as his wife. 

Of courfe the Countefs acquiefced ; and, 
ivith infinite. reludlance, Madame de Sainval 
accompanied her. The Marquis did not 
fail to join them; but it was only to watch 
over her — cavil at each word and adlion — and 
quarrel with her every hour of the day. , Such 
condua was little calculated to conciliate 
affection, and it increafed a diflike, which his 
wife took no trouble to conceal. 

The arrival of a young Englifliman at 
Montpellier, brought matters to a crifi:i. 
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Lord Wilton, who was attending upon his 
mother, and a confumptive fifter, brought 
letters to Monfieur de Sainval from our am- 
baffador at Paris. A prepofleffion in favour 
of the Engli(h, which feems to be the only 
icntin^ent the hufband and wife have in com- 
tnon, induced him to give Lord Wilton a- 
friendly reception, and an invitation to be- 
come anoccafional vifitorat the caftle^ • 

Lord Wilton did not remain long inatten- 
tive to Madame de Sainval's attractions ; and 
to him it was, alas ! referved, to make her 
fenfibk (he had a heart. The admiration 
(he had excited at Paris, had merely awakened- 
and gratified her vanity; but Lord Wilton— 
baftdfome — amiable — infinuating — adding a. 
refined mind, and a highly cultivated under- 
(landing, to-folid worth — was an objeft far 
too dangerous to fee with impunity, con-- 
ftantly oppofed to a perfecu ting and unfeel* 
ing hufband: inexperienced, and ftrongly 
fufceptible, her principles fecured only by 
the flight barrier of a convent education^> 
fo little qualified to guard innocence 
from the dangerous fedudions to which ifc 
muft be cxpofed in the vWorld, what might 
have been the Marchionefs's fate at this mo « 

^ 5 ^ 
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ment ! had (he not found her fafety in the 
honourable purity of Lord Wilton's Senti- 
ments. 

How would you have admired her, Henry f 
had you heard the candid fimplicity with 
which (he difclaimed taking that merit to 
hcrfelf for her unfuUied virtue, upon which 
fo few wonlen could have refifted to build 
their reputation. Cruel fate, indeed ! to 
iiave fuch a mind as hefs thrown away upon 
a man fo callous. I feel, at this moment, to 
hate him very thoroughly; but you (hall 
hear (Ifonger reafons for it, than I have yet 
given you. 

Lord Wilton^s pa(non, too (incere to be 
(elfilh, never fought a gratification that could 
alarm her delicacy, or taint her future peace 
of mind: to fee her — to hear her — to pafs 
^is life in her prcfence— feemed to be the 
extent of his wiflbes : he took pains to form 
her mind s to inlpire her with a tafte for li- 
terature. , 

Thefe are her own words; but I do not 
know what to fay to Lord Wilton's difinte- 
reftednefs, my dear brother. I think (he gives 
him more credit, than I am inclined to do: 
true generofity ihould have debarred him 
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from her foCiety at once, when he perceived 
its dangerous tendency — but it is not give a 
to every one to be a Hcnrj/ River/dale. 

Weeks flew after weeks> unperceived, in 
this dangerous and fafctnating intercourfe ; 
strxii Monfieur de SainvaPs eyes> fo open to' 
every one elfe, feemedclofed to Lord Wilton 
-^whether from a perfuafion, that gallantry 
is wholly foreign to the Englifh cbaradter, or 
what other caufe, if is difficult to fay. Re- 
turning from (hooting earlier one day thaii 
iilual, and' being told that Lord Wilton was 
wilb the Marchionefs in the garden, he went 
to look for him; but going up the other fide 
of the chainnille* ixom that in which they 
were walking, he overheard lomc very paf- 
fionate proteilations of conftanc^ uttered by 
Lord Wilton, and inftantly difcovered hiin- 
fclf ; ufing very opprobrious language, whicb 
was refented with a warmth, that muft ine^ 
vitably have drawn on immediate fatal con^ 
iequences, but for the accidental interruption! 
of fome neighbouring vifitors, with wbont 
Madame dc Valence had followed kito> the 



• • The tluck yew hedge diat borden their ftraight 
walks. 

K 6 
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garden. This gave Lord Wilton a moment's 
time for refledion, and he withdrew. The 
Marquis was flopped from preventing him, 
by the interpofition of the other men. 

The extreme agitation of Madame de 
Sainval difabled her from inflantly comn^i* 
nicating to her mother what had palSed; and 
before (he was fufficiently recovered to fpeak 
with any kind of coherence, Monfieur de 
Sainval had mounted his horfe, and was 
gone. 

She related, with the Titmoft fincerity, to 
the Countefs, every thing that had pajQTed 
between Lord Wilton and herfelf ; -entreating 
her to impart it to the Marquis, thefirftmo- 
inent (he faw him, and to prevent the horrid 
confequences, if it were not already too late. 

At his return, Madame de Valfence under- 
took to plead her daughter's caufe ; be 
liftened in filence, but all the anfwer (he ob- 
tained was, that he thought it very expedient 
to keep his wife under lock and key fox a 
time, in the hope this falutary rigour would 
bring her to a more proper fenfe of what 
Ihe owed both to herfelf and him ; but with 
regard to Lord Wilton, (lie could not obtain 
a word. 
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Madame de Valence, and the elder of the 
Marchionefs's women, were the only two 
people he would fuffer to approach her. The 
anxiety of being kept ignorant of every cir- 
cumftance relative to Lord Wilton brought 
on an indifpofition, that confined her to her 
bed ; and her mifery was intenfe, during four 
days that the Marquis continued abfent from 
the caftle. 

On the fifth, the Countefs received a note 
from him, direfting her to prepare her daugh- 
ter for the reception of vifitors on the next 
day, among whom would be Lord Wilton; 
and he (hould judge, from the manner of 
his reception, and the emotions he (hould 
perceive his prefence to occafion, how fer her 
mind was guilty, or innocent, in regard to 
him. 

Could there be a trial more wantonly 
cruel, Henry ? She went through it, how- 
ever, with a fteadinefs which probably di(ap»» 
pointed his malice. The relief (he expe- 
rienced, from the certainty that nothing fatal 
had taken place, nor, to all appearance, was 
now likely to take place between them, gave 
her courage* Her indi(po(ition afforded a 
pretence fpr rccciving^ her company in bed> 
S 
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where any change of counteoance would be 
lefs difcernable^ and (he acquitted herfelf of 
the arduous taik to her own and her mo- 
ther's fatis&dbn. Lord Wilton looked ill^ 
but (bowed no peculiarity of manner what* 
ever ; the other vifitors did not appear con- 
fcious there was any thing particular to ob- 
ferve. Mon(ieurde Sainval behaved to Lord 
Wilton as formerly ; and in the courfe of con- 
verfation obferved, that Madame de Sainval 
was probably too ill to attend to what civi* 
lity required, or he was fure (be would have 
told his Lord(hip, when he mentioned leav- 
ing Montpeliier, how glad (he (hould be to 
(ee him upon her arrival at Paris: (he could 
only bow aflfent to this unaccountable (pcecb^ 
and they left her in aftonifhment and~doubt 
at what it might mean. 

Kindnefs to her, had however,, no (hare 
in it ; for the Marquis wrote to Madame dt 
Valence that evening, to inform her he was 
fetting out for Paris, and left her daughter 
in charge with her; for although (he, might 
be free from a6tual guilt in the prefent affair, 
(lie had fo clearly evinced the bent of her 
inclinations, that he thought a few years of 
feclufion and reflexion extremely ncceflary^ 
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> fortify her mirid againft the dangers^ to 
^bich Her beauty might again lay her open 
1 the world. He concluded Madame dc 
^alence was too good a mother, to recede 
roni the charge (he undertook, where her 
laughter's ultimate benefit was ia-view ; that 
f, however, folitude became irkfome to her^ 
ir that he found (he fuffered any one to ap* 
)roach the Marchionefs, befide her(elf and 
V^emoifelle Hortenfe, he (hould have no 
Jifficulty in obtaining rcy^r/ concurrence*, to 
•eiicve her from the trouble of being gaoler. 

This unfeeling, taunting letter, irritated 
:>6th mother and daughter; and Madame de 
Sainval entreated that (he might be before* 
tiand with the threat it contained, and i^tire 
vduntarily into the convent J but Madame 
de Valence prudently diffuaded her from' a 
(fcp of fuch iclaty obferving, that the pains 
be feemed to have taken, to counterad the 
^reading reports, gave room for the hope, 
that he might one day be brought to reafort. 

This is all I yet know of the ftory ; for the 
intereft and agitation it had created in ihe 

f 

* Meaning, that he would get a htttr di c^itt ta 
Ihat li<r up in a conrciit* 
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had by this time (6 much difordered me, 
that (he reproached herfelf for having gone 
fo far> and would not be perfuaded to fay 
another word ; only thus much, to comfort 
me, (he added, that (he wKhed to imprefs 
one idea as ftrongly upon my mind as it was 
upon her own; and that was, that whatever 
good i may now find to love in her, 
originates from the very misfortunes which 
at the time were fo fevere to bear: and 
then (he embraced me, and faid (he was 
going to write letters, which woidd employ 
her till dinner time. 

But I believe her time was differently filled 
up 9 for when (he came to eat her chicken, 
which (he regularly does with me every day, 
her eyes were extremely red, and fpirits more 
funk than I have yet feen them. 

We both avoided a renewal of the diftref- 
fing topic. A fucce(fion of vifitors dropped 
in, both before and after the fpectacles*. It 
was her night at the Italiens •f-, and I re- 
mained in my own apartment, during her 
abfence, as well from unwillingnefs to meet 

• The play. 

4* One of the theatres* 
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the Marquis in the faloon, (to whom I (hould 
now fcarcely know how to be civil,) as from 
the wilh to fecure time to myfclf, for impart- 
ing what 1 am fure will intereft you, deareft 
brother, as much as it does me. 



i*jth. — Mr. Stanville has not called again, 
which rather furprifes me, as Madame de 
Sainval gave him an obliging invitation to 
come, whenever he was not better engaged ; 
perhaps be does not know, that the Parifian 
falhion admits of daily vifits^ and his diffi- 
dence leads him to fear being troublefome. 
I told her, he probably expeded her to name 
^ day in particular. She faid his fauvagi?ie * 
might, indeed, make it neceflary, and (he 
would take the firft opportunity he gave her, 
of making the accefs of her houfe quite eafy 
to him. 

I have not yet afked him half my quef- 
tions, relative either to yourfelf, or to Lady 
Belfont; he knows little of friend(hip, if he 
thinks it fo eafily fatisfied. ^ 

I have taken an airing to day for the firft 
time, and cannot exprefs to you how my 

• Shyncfs, 
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long confinement beautifies the face (^ na- 
ture ; and yet the feafon is not fufficiently 
advanced, to have many beauties to oflerj 
but the mere fmell of approaching fpriogt 
of which I was fenfible in the Bois dc 
Boulogne^ gave me a fenfation, that cao 
pnly be underilood by thofe who have been 
fo near as myfe^f to feeing it return no more. 

The day is remarkably mild and bright— 
(he birds chirping — the buds beginning to 
fwell — the people all alive» and - cheered by. 
Ihe exhilerating influence of the returoii^ 
feafon — what a value does a fit of illnefs give 
to the fcnfe of exiftence ! I never before 
felt mere exiftence to be a pofitive bleffing. 
To day, the very fight of life and aAion 
ftruck forcibly upon rby heart, and raifed it 
in grateful devotion to the Merciful Prolongcr 
of my days — may they henceforth be marked 
by a more dependent fenfe of my duties, 
than I have hithprto aded upon ! Deareft 
Henry ! why did you not blame me more 
ftrongly, when I prefumed to think and aft 
in defiance of my mother's opinion and ex- 
perience? 

I was interrupted by Madame de Sainval* 
Wfho brought me a letter from Lady Grantint 
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iclofing one fix>m Prince Polin&i. It was 
ft by Lady Bclfont,. together with thofe of 
hieh you have hat! copies; but had flipped 
\ among other papers, and remained undif- 
overed till this morning. Pray, read them 
ere. 



lADY GRANTIN TO MISS RIVERSDALE* 

Turin, OSiober i. 

** Do as you would be done by, has ever 
een my maxim, my dear RiverTdalej and 
) I am ready to 

* Speed the foft intercoarfe> from fool to fouU 
' And waft a figh from Jndas to the pole.' 

i^nd here you have the faithful tranfcript 
'your defponding lover'-s thoughts; not {to 
II you the truth) that I think him half fo 
rfponding as, in common decency, he 
igbt to be, confidering the hopelefsnefs of 
s cafe: but then again, you know 

* Love will hope where Rew^fin would defpair ;' 

A he probably flatters himfelf, that the 
Ijant Colonel may one day choak in a 
.roxyfrn of jealoufy, properly worked up, 
d leave you to reward the perfevering eon* 
mcy of your innamorato. 



2841 LETTERS OF 

•" Do not you think, my dear, that I. 
handle this fubjedt like an adept in the fci- 
ence? It is not the fault of half a dozea 
cicipeos^ if I am not initiated in ever}^ branch 
of it; but I tell them I am fatisfied to ftudj ; 
it theoretically — 1 leave the pradtical part to 
the-fentimental dames. 

** The credit of a fcore of lovers, and the 
comfort of a found heart, are the heighthof 
my ambition; but the misfortune is; that 
Lord Grantin does not enter into the fpirit 
of my innocent amufements ajt all, and takci 
it into his foolifli head to be jealous. Thus 
far, however, it only ferves to heighten. the 
fport; becaufe, when I have let him rave add 
ilorm his fill, (for you have no notion what a 
violent creature this good humoured ni3,n can 
be,) then I adminifter a fugarplumb to quiet 
him again; and I take him to the looking 
glafs, and afk him how he can be fo abfurd 
as to imagine, that whilft I have fuch a hand- 
Jome young hulband as he, I (hall be fo 
much my own enemy, as to take up with 
any monkey-faced battered rake of them all? 
This is found argument, you know, which 
he has juft fenfe enough to comprehend ; I 
couJd reduce it to mathematical demonflra- 
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:ion, but that would be beyond his capacity ; 
b then, we go on very well again, till fome 
3ew freak feizcs him. 

** Now I fee you look quite demure, and 
[f I were at hand, you would read me a lec- 
ture upon all this ; and that would make it 
[b nduch the better again. I conclude you 
intend to conform to all your old Colonel's 
whims, and caprices, and jealoufies; ,Lord 
have mercy upon you! What an under- 
taking it is to be goodt I wifh, out of 
pure friendfliip to you, that I could juft 
have had the breaking him in for you; but 
jrou are fuch an ungrateful, rcferved little 
gipfey, you fiever would enter upon this fub- 
fc^ with me at all. My very bed advice is 
at your fervice notwithftaoding; and when- 
ever you choofc to have recourfe to it, you 
Jhall find what a generous true friend you 
have in 



** BARBARA GRANTIN. 
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PRIMCE POLIMSItl^O MISS RIVERSDALl^ 
(Enclofcd in the preceding.) 

^ ^Mln'apasfallumoins, que tout le tem$ 
qui s'eil pafs^ depots mon depart de Geneve, 
pour me mettre en ^tat de^ vous dcrire, Mt* 
demoifelley fans vous ofTenfer de nouveau: 
ruais j'ofe maintenant me laifler aller k tout 
ce qui me di<5te un attachement epur^ par 
votre vertu^ j'ofe r^clamcr ie titre de votrt 
amiy parcequ'en rendant uo hommage pur i 
ce que le ciel a jamais form^ de plus aimabki 
je m*en . fens digne ; & J€ ne prends pas Ic 
change fur le fentiriient que j'^prouve au- 
jourd'hui, parceque je le compare a celui doat 
je viens de triompher j dont tout le d^liit 

' *^' It hasTequIred all the time« that has elapfed fines 
my departure from Geneva^ to enable me to addreft 
Mifs Riverfdale, without the rifk of again oflfendiag 
her. I now venture to give way to the didates of 
feelings, refined by your virtue ; I venture to lay claim 
to the title of your frienti^ becaufe I am become worthy 
of it, by the purity of the homage I now pay to the 
mod amiable objed under Heaven, and I am fecurcd 
^gainft felf- deception, by comparing my prefent fea- 
fations with thoft I have fubdued, and of which the 
madnefs you were witne& to was but a flight fpecimeai 
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le vous avez vue, n'^toit qu'une foible 
rtre; et je ne crains pas d*y retomber, par- 
que la diftance me rend fort. Agr^ez done 
mique t^moignagc que je mc permettrai 
rcxiftencc d'un fcntiaient, que me femble 
jxdufivement fait pour vousj que nul autre 
;n approchera jamais; et pardonnez moi s'il 
e fait enfreindre ia loi de filence que vous 
'aviez impofce, en faveur de la fatislaftron 
PC vous devez trouver k pouvoir vous dire 
cc certitude, dans un ^e ou I'on n*in(pire 
diriairement que des deiirs violcns et des 
iftts paffagcrs, j'ai fu m'attacher un ami 
lide, vrai, et tendre, qui pourra dans fa 
t avoir plus d^une paffion, mais dont auciine 
I reflemblera k rimpreffion que je lui ai 
itCy ni n'en ebranlera les principes dans 

r fecority againft a rdapfe is the didance that fepa-* 
«s Qs. Accepty then, this only teftimony of an at- 
ilimeQt, fb exdufively adapted to yourfelf^ that no 
icr win ever vie with it ; and forgive the infringe- 
rnt of the filence you had commanded, in fkypvtr of 
t gratification you will find in the convidtion^ that 
an age which vfually infpires only impetuous paffion« 
d tranfitory preference, you have found means to 
a /riend, true, folid, and afFe£lionate, who may, in 
e courfe of his life, love again, but never with 
rlings that «an injur e^ or be compared to thofe yov 
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fon coeur. Dites vous cnfuite, que vous 
n'aurez point k rougir de cet ami, puifque 
fi jamais a<3:ion ou m6me penlee malhonnete 
fe prefentoit k lui, il y oppoferoit I'image de 
Louife, comme un talifman doue du pouvoir 
d'aneantir tout ce qui k des propri6t6s con- J 
traires k fa nature. 

" Votre 61oigncment de Geneve, et par 
confequent de Moniieur Malcolm, a concourii 
k m'enhardir k profiter de Toffre de Miladi 
Grantin, de vous faire parvenir une Icttre; 
puiffe t*elle m'obtenir la certitude que votrc 
voyage indique la rupture de liens fi peu faits 
pour vous. 

^* Je pars fous peu de jours pour revoir des 



liave implanted in his breaii;. AfTure yourfelf> alfO) 
that you fhall never have caufe to blulh for this friend, 
becaafe if ever an unworthy a^ion^ or even thoughti 
could occur to him, he would oppofe to it, the image 
of Louifa Riverfdale^ as a talifman endowed with the 
property of annihilating all that is foreign to its na- 
ture. 

" Your diftance from Geneva, and cbnfcquently from 
Colonel Malcolm, is an »additional encouragement to 
my prefumption, in availing myfelf of Lady Grantin** 
offered conveyance of my letter; may it obtain, in re- 
turn, the certainty that you are releafcd from an en- 
gagement fo unworthy your dclerts. I fliall leave thi« 
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licux qui m'ont intefTefs6s, avant que de re- 
tournir me fixer dans ma patrie; mais j*atten- 
drai le terns neceffairc pour reccvoir votre r6- 
ponie, fi vousdaignez m*en accoiderune; et 
fi j'emporte Tefpoir que votre £toile a enfin 
di(fip6 les fombres nuages, dont ce trlfte 
Colonel Tavoit envelop^e» tous mes voeux 
feront combl^s. 

^* Adieu, la plus cliarmahte! la plus efti- 
mable ! la plus r6v6r6c dcs amies !^— puiffiez 
vous £tre heureufe, et daigner exercer fur 
quelque mortel plu3 digne de vous 

'* Ces gracesj ces talens, ces appas, 

** Get art de plaire et de n'y peafer pas^" 



place fliortly to return home, taking in my way fome 
objeds of curiofity that I have before vifited; but I 
ihall await the time requifite to bring an anfwer to 
this, in cafe you (hould vouchfafe me one, and deem 
inyfelf happy if I be confirmed in the hope, that 
your profpefl will emerge from the cloud this gloomy 
Colonel had diffufed over it. 

*' Adieu, moft charming, moil worthy, moil re- 
vered of friends ! may yon be happy, and exert your 
captivating influence upon fome objeQ more likely to 
do juftice to 

<' That beauty, thofe talents, aiid graces divine, 

^* Which charm us the more, by not aiming to fliinei'* 

VOL. II, O 
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qui jufqu'ici n'ont f^ quedes m^faeureux^^n 
inenacant mSme d'y comprendre yoti^ propre 
malheur. 

" Qaant a mei, dent 

** Lit maitre etoit Pamaur, j'ea vais fervir un autre, 

*' £t porter par tout I'univers 

«* Sa gloirc ct la ▼otre." 

** Voil^ bien du la Fontaine! ah croycz 
cependant que mon cccur n'a befoin d'em- 
prunterlefecoursdeperfonnc, pour expritner 
dcs fentimens qui ne font qu'4 lul; mais ce 
n'cft pas ma plume, c'eft tout le cours de 
ma vie qui en fera preuve." 

*^ LE PHIKCE l^LINSKlr" 



This letter gives me great fatisfaAion: 
it is highly ' flattering, to improve a lover 
into a friend. Lady Grantin's requires no 

which have hitherto caufed only unhappineft to their 
admirers, and threaten to render you unhappy likewife. 
As for me, 

<' Love once was my mafter— another bears fvt ay. 

'< My allegiance to him I engage, 
" And your glory and his with pride I'll cosvey 

" To each diftant region and age." 

*' Though I borrow the words of La Fontaine, I 
^eg you to believe, that niy heart requires no adventi- 
tious aid to exprefif fentiments which are peculiarly its 
own; but it is not to my pen, it is to the whole Gourif 
of my life, that I refer ;o do tiiem y^ftkc** 
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comment J her dcftiny, I think, bcfpcaks jt- 
felf, without calling in the affiflance of the 
ftars to foretel it. 

A civil inquiry from Mr. Stanville after 
my health accompanies a large packet from 
my beloved brother, virhich I have expcfted 
with great anxiety. In fome refpefts it re- 
lieves, in others again awakens, fympatbetic 
feelings; but I muft not now enter upon the 
contents, as Mr. Stanville alfo obligingly in- 
forms me, that a courier will be difpatched 
to night, by \yhich he can forward any thing 
I wi(h to fend to you. 

I therefore conclude abruptly, in the hope 
it may ftill reach you. 

Adieu ! a long adieu, my deareft brother ! 



• LOUISA TO SIR HENRY RIYERSDALlt.* 

February zi. 

Where this may reach my beloved brother, 
my bed of friends, L cannot conjedure; 

* As Louifa makes no farther mention of the packet 
alluded to in the conclufion of her laft» fhe probably 
anfwered it in the interval between thefe two letters ; 
bat the anfwer is miffing. 

02 
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aad the doubt is too diftreffing to dwell upon. 
Yet I am not furc it is well judged, how- 
ever kindly meant, to concentrate anxiety, 
hy denying it exprefl[}on. I am convinced, 
it opprefics doubly by rankling in conceal- 
ment, and that what they call my nervous 
lownefs arifes more from the cares lurking ' 
in my heart, than from any remains of dif- 
order^ 

However, my mother in every letter re- 
peats the prohibition of diftreffing topics; 
and, I think, I (hall not readily again follow 
my own opinion in oppofition to hers. So I 
fubmit to the rSgime of diffipation prefcribed 
by my phyfician, who affures Madame dc 
Sainval, " quil rCy a que cela^ pour remcttrt 
une Anglaife-j elles feroient toujours noires^ 
fi on les laiffbit faire* .^^ And I really be- 
lieve, they think the blue devils pervade the 
whole EngliQi nation. 

An invitation to dinner was fent this 
morning to Mr. Stanville, accompanied with 



* There is no other recipe for an £ngli(hw«miDi 
they would always be in the vapours, if they wercl eft 
to themfelves« 
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a requeft, to name any other day that might 
fuit. him better, if he happened to be en- 
gaged. 

The anfwer juft received is> that his daily 
attendance between VerfaiUes and Paris mud 
preclude him from the honour of accepting 
Madame de Sainval's invitation » or faying, 
when he may hope to make himfclf amends. 

Is there not a deficiency of proper atten- 
tion to Lady Belfont, ^nd to you, Henry, 
in his never having called a fecond time? 
In my own right, I can certainly form no 
chitm; but fo afiedionately interefted, a^ 
hh filler has no doubt expreffed herfelf to be 
in my recovery, I think it is not quite con- 
fident with his tendernefs for her, to keeu 
thus aloof from the means of confirming the 
accounts of my improving health: for as to 
thfi plea of wanjt of time, I have often 
thought, and always found, that I could 
make leifure for the things that I was really 
dcfirous to do. Only confider, how I con- 
trive to cut mine into eighths and fixteenths, 
to fupply the correfpondence I carry on with 
you — with my mother — and with Lady .BeU 
font; to fay nothing of occafional epiftolary 
interlopers befides. I have, however^ tcfeviad. 

^ 3 



Madame de Sainval and me a comfo 
tite (t tile ; * for as the whole fa(hi< 
world invariably attend one or other of 
every evening, no vifits are ever made c 
that time. 

I requefted her, laft night, to indulj 
with the remainder of her ftory; whic 
did with the lefs fcrnple, (he faid, bee 
already knew the worft;..for, as (he had 
me before', all her remaining trials had t^ 
to the advantage of her mind. 

You (hall have it in her own words. 

** Overawed, though not convincec 
tny mother's objedions to my return 
the convent, and defpairing of the i 
enre of relfon over Monfleur de Sni 
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ibr fome time to the mod unqualified mi* 
fery. Wholly fecluded from focicty, ani] 
expeAing in vain to hear from Lord Wilton» 
I at length became fo devorSe d'ennui*^ that, 
in a fit of defpair, I betook myfelf to an im- 
menfe. library, into which I had never before 
fet my foot, having been told it contained no 
novels. The very firft book, however, which 
fell into my hand, was Eloife. I was much 
pleafed wjth the difcovery, having frequently 
wi(hed to read it, but my mother had ob- 
jeded ; and, in Paris, my time had been too 
xAuch devoted to amufement, to think of 
any means of getting it unknown to her* 
Now that chance threw it in my way, I 
feized upon it with an avidity, heightened 
by the oppofition that had been made. The 
firft volume entirely anfwered to the idea 
generally held out of its dangers; in every, 
line of St. Preux*s, I traced Lord Wilton*a 
fentiments — his delicacy — ^his paffion : in my- 
felf, I recognifed all vhe tender feelings, that 
aftuated Julie; and Ih all I confefs to yOu, at 
the rift, of finking myfelf ih your efte«n, 
•that I, for a moment, even regretted Lord 

• Worn down with Uftlcft dcfpotidtivc^ , 
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Wilton's haviBg-been more difinterefted than 
St. Preux, and that I had not, like Julie, 
facrtficed every confideratton to love ? As I 
went on, however, I foon found my breaft glow 
with nobler fentiments; I found that the 
ftrength and brllHancy of colouring, which 
Rouflcau had given to paffion, faded before 
the energetic touches that irradiate virtue. Of 
love I had learnt nothing but what my own 
heart had frequently before fuggefted ; but in 
his mafterly reprefentation of the enjoyments 
arifing from the pradice of Virtue, I found 
I had indeed new leflbns to learn; and fo 
forcibly did his impreffive ftyle fix tjiem on 
my heart, that every hour, as I read, I found 
myfelf becoming a better'creature: the in- 
ftantaneous revulfion produced in the mrnd 
of Julie, by the fandlimonious vows pro- 
nounced at the altar, darted a new light into 
jny foul ; I fhrunk from my own inconfidc- 
rate levity, in having contra(f\ed a fimilar 
engagement, without ever bellowing a ferious 
thought upon it till that moment ; and when 
with the fimple eloquence of truth he fets 
forth the domeftic happinefs of Madame de 
Wolmar, obtained by the facrifice of her in- 
clination to her dutv — ^x\\t fcevve^ of tranquil 
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felicity, that innocence can fecure — then did 
I firft experience a fenfation of regret, at the 
total abfence of fuch a profpedt from my 
hopes; and then it was that I firft felt the 
total alienation of my hufband's heart to* be 
a misfortune." 

" My deareft friend,*' I exclaimed, " you 
do not hate your hufband, fince you feel a 
regret at h\^ alienation ?" 

" But he hates me,*' interrupted ftie> 
*^ and that comes to the fame thing, in. re« 
gard to my future profped '* 

I feared' (he faid teo true, and repreffed 
the expreffion of the eager hope, to which 
her acknowledgement had given rife, that 
there might exift a poflibility of reconcilia- 
tion between them. She continued ? 

" I was alfa led to caft my eyes upon the 
beauties, which Nature had poured in pro- 
ftifion around me, and of which I had occa** 
iionally fpoken with admiration, in compk-^ 
ance with Lord Wilton's tafte but, in fadt, 
I had only confidered them as connedked with 
his idea. I had now acq^uired a new percep- 
tion of their charms, which raifed my 
thoughts to a higher and a purer fource of 
happijDiefsi my mind expanded to tvQV:^R.x. 

o 5 
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aims, and I became ambitious of emulating' 
the virtue^ which comniunicated its enthu- 
fiafm to my foul : I felt my advantage, in 
one refpeft, over Julie; which, however I 
might in the firft inftance owe to Lord Wil- 
ton's generofity, Lnow determined to take to 
myfelf the merit of improving upon it, by 
liberating my mind from the guilt of har- 
bouring a thought contrary to the duty of 
a married woman. I perceived, that, whether 
at the time Julie gave way to her paflion, or 
when (he afterward triumphed over it, (he 
is never wholly free from the ftings of re- 
morfe; and from thefe, I thanked Heaven, 
J was ' exempt : this conlcioufnefs gave (ne 
energy, to accomplifh the difficult taik, and 
fecure to myfelf the dignified feelings, that 
arife from the fenfe of deferving a better 
fate, than it had pleafed Providence to allot 
me. ' In the fulnefs of thefe fentiments, I 
revolved the mod efficacious mode of giving 
them permanence, and fpund it in the pur- 
fuit of ufeful employment. I folicited my 
mother, to direft our walks to the habi- 
tations of our peafants, and fought for ob- 
jcfts t6 relieve; took their moft promifing 
ehildxtn into the CamiV^, to train up as fer^ 

S 
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vantSj and devoted fome part of each day to 
their education. I engaged in the iludy of 
botany, which Roufleau alfo facilitated to 
me; and the hours I fpent within doors werc^ 
divided between ufeful reading, drawing, 
and muOc. The library afforded ample food 
to fny newly awakened wi(h for inftrudioa^ 
to the delights of which J bad only beca 
infenfible, for never before having bad tbem, 
thrown in my way. I can fcarcely give you 
an adequate idea of the change that took 
place in me; 1 became ferene» refigned to 
my fate, and can with truth declare,^ that l 
pafled many really happy hours/* 

I could not help expreffing my furprife at: 
an ciTea fo extraordinary,, from a work I have 
ever heard fo feverely reprobated. 

Madame de Sainval anfwered, that (be did 
not pretend to determine what its general 
ufe or mifchief might be;, (he only fpokc 
from her own experience *. " My mother/'^ 
(he continued^ '' was aftoniOied at a cbaage 
to which (he could find no clew. Averfe ta 
books in general;^ (he bad confined her owa 

* See thb difcoffion refumed in the laft volume* bf 
Lady BeUgnt and Lonifa. 

06 
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reading entirely to fuch memoirs of the two 
lad reigns, as made her acquainted with the 
various connexions - and intrigues of thofe 
families about the court, whom (he might 
occafionally have to folicit in favour of 
friends or relations. Thefe, her heures*. 
and two or three other books of piety, made 
up her library. I do not mention this to 
depreciate her underflanding, which is indeed 
admirably good upon all points to which (he 
has ever turned it ; but early prejudices can 
only be countcraftcd by ftrong efforts of tjic 
mind, and the education of the lad gene- 
ration, in France, left mind very much out 
of the queftion. My mother had forbidden 
me Eloife, becaufe (he had heard it reckoned a 
dangerous book; and as to any others, (he 
conlidered it as matter of perfeft indifference, 
whether I looked into them or no; if they 
ferved to kill an hour, it was very well, but 
any farther advant^e, that might accrue from 
reading, had never occurred to her at all. 
Satisfied however now, from. my reftored 
tlieerfulnefs, that all recoUeftion of Lord 
Wilton was obliterated from my thoughts. 



c.. 



• Prayer book^ 
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nd extremely tired of our folitude, (he 
/rote ftrongly to the Marquis upon the fub- 
e<5l; but he was inexorable, and (he at length 
ell into a maladie de laiigueiir^j which gave 
ne very ferious alarms. Our prolonged ab* 
ence, however, became finally a-fubjeftof 
liicuffion at Verfailles, and at Paris; and the 
^ueen, who had always treated me with very 
[narked diftindlion, and of whom Monfieur 
de Sainval was foliciting a government, fpc^e 
to him upon the fubjedt ; and hinted, that 
(he did not underfland how Madame de Va- 
lence, who had always appeared fo averfe to 
retirement, (hould on a fudden take a fancy 
to claquemurer^ herfelf arid her daughter 
in that trijie chdfeauXf-Wtrc (he even turned 
dhk>te%y which feemed the only way of ac- 
counting for it, how came he" to fufFer ^his 
wife to be the victim of it? This, faid in a 
way that imported more than it expreffed, 
ipduced him to refleft upon the confequences 



r. 



• A fever upon the fpirits, 

• f The literal fenfe of the exprefliOD is, to be Ihut 
«p betw^n walk. 

} Melancholy caftlc* 

S A mcthoJift. . . - ^ '^ • / 
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of perfiftiiig in what might at length expofe 
him to ridicule, as well as difpleafure; for of 
all the travers a man can run into, that of 
jealoufy meets with the lead indulgence in 
this country. Changing, therefore^ the flyle 
of his letters to my mother, they became 
full of anxiety for her health : be requefted 
flie would make an excurfion into Switzer- 
land, to confult the . mountain dodor*; 
whence (be might take me to Boifrofe, where, 
he might poffibly join us, and be enabled to 
form a judgment, whether the time given 
me for refleAion had fubdued my intolerable 
fpirit of coquetry, fo far as to afford a chance 
of my appearing in the world with more 
credit to him and myfelf; in which cafe, he 
fhould not objedt to my return to Paris be- 
fore winter. My mother was infinitely more 
elated than I was with this letter. The luh 
bits I had now contra&ed fet thy forinet 
amufements in a very different light. I muft 
feparate myfelf from the books, in which I 
had taken fo much pleafure, and from which 
I was condantly reaping new benefit; aodt 
above all, I dreaded the firfl meeting with 



e 
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Monfieur dc Sainval, from whom I had every 
mortification, and no one fatisfaftion, to 
expe6t. Of courfe wc went . . . ." 

O, my deareft Adinc!" I interrupted, 
you were in tfizs (ituation, when we firft 
became acquainted.'* 

I was indeed ; which naturally accounts 
to you for my being fo much upon my guard, 
and fo very quick-fighted to the impreffion I 
made upon your brother* I trembled at the 
bare idea of fre(h food being adminiftered to 
Monfieur de SainvaPs jcaloufy. Previous to' 
our departure from Montemar, my mother^ 
in rummaging out the contents of a fecri- 
taire^^ of which the Marquis had given her 
the ufe, had difcovered a private drawer, 
which bad before efcaped her notice : it con- 
tained a letter direfted to me, with the feal 
broken — it was from Lord Wilton, and 
written in the interval between Monfieur de 
Sainval's difcovery of our attachment, and 
the vifit I had been compelled to receive from 
him — was, of courfe, intercepted by the 
Marquis, and probably forgotten in the hurry 
of putting up his papers upon leaving the 

• A mlttog deft. \ 
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caftle. This letter contained paffionate Ia» 
mentations at having been the caufe of mj 
unhappinefs, exprefled in terms which 
clearly evinced the abfence of all criminal in- 
tentions between us. Lord Wilton informed 
me, that a moment's refledion bad been fuf- 
ficient to convince him of the injury my 
reputation miift fufier, from a duel between 
him and the Marquis; confcious, befides, 
that appearances juftified Monfieur de Sain- 
val*s refentment, he had, without heiitatioa, 
determined upon fuch a conceffion as migbt» 
at leaft for the prefent, avert it. He had 
therefore written, he told me, to offer Mon- 
fieur de Sainval an explanation, which he 
trufted Would entirely vindicate me; and bad 
added, that if it proved fatisfaftory, he 
(hould hope, from the Marquis's candour, 
that he would fay fomething to that effeft 
in the prefence of thofe gentlemen, who had 
been witnefs to the quarrel. Should any 
doubt, however, or wi(h for farther fatisfac- 
tion, remain afterward in Monfieur de Sain- 

• 

val's bread. Lord Wilton would hold himfclf 
in readinefs to meet him at Paris, at a re* 
moter period, when fome other caufe might 
be fuppofed to hav^ ^ifea for it. The an- 
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fwer given to this had been charaderiftic of 
a gentleman, and a man of honour. The 
Marqdis had anfwered, that the flep taken 
by Lord Wilton gave ftrong prefumption of 
a noble mind, and a clear confcience ; nothing 
Ihort of thefe could infpife the courage, to 
aft contrary to received opinions. He de- 
clared himfelf willing to hear the explana- 
tion, and conform to the method propofed 
of quieting the reports, that might have gone 
abroad. He did not wi(h to ftigmatife him- 
felf by expofing his wife, and no perfonal" 
affront had paft, which Required to be waihed 
off by blood ; at the fame time, he rcferved 
to himlelf the liberty of reverting to the 
concluding part of Lord Wilton's letter, 
after the explanation had taken place, which 
could alone determine the anfwer it called 
for. The explanation had, however, proved 
fo fatisfadtory, that Monficurde Sainval had 
been induced to go a ftcp farther than Lord 
Wilton had even thought of, and offered to 
bring him back himfelf to the caftle, and 
caufe him to be received as ufual by Madame 
de Sainval, in the prefence of feveral unin- 
terefted fpedlators, who would naturally, by 
reporting what they had feen, put av\ ^ivd V:^ 
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the ftory. To this, however, Lord Wilton 
informed me, he had only agreed, in cafe it 
met my approbation; as he could neither 
bear the thought of increafing my diftrefs, 
nor yet of putting my firmnefs to a teft:, < 
that might fall (hort of the proof meant to 
relt upon it^ He added, that he had, in the 
courfe of the explanation, candidly acknovir- 
ledged, that the mifchief he had drawn upon j 
me had opened his eyes to the culpability j 
of indulging an aflfedtion, improperly placd 
at any rate, let the purity of intention be what 
it might; and that he had inflifted upoa 
bimfelf, in atonement, the penalty of never 
feeing me more, happy if fuch . a facrifice 
could reftore me to peace, and fhy hufband 
to the confidence I merited. The remainder 
of his letter was filled with the wretchedne&i 
to which he had thus condemned himfclf ; 
but he felt it was due to me, and (hould re- 
ligioufly abide by the determination, though 
his life (hould pay the price." ' 

Madame de Sainval appeared cpnfiderably 
agitated by the repetition of the contents of 
Lord Wilton's letter, and paufed a moment 
to recover herfelf. 

" You have cleared the Marquis,'* I faid, 
^^ from the impuUUou Ocv^x.^ \vv ta>j mwA 
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lay hcavicft againft him, by this account of 
his motive for bringing Lord Wilton again 
into your prcfcnce; the wanton cruelty of. 
which had before appeared to me the moft 
inexcufable part of his conduft/' 

*^ I ftiould rather have expeded an enco- 
mium upon Lord Wilton's difintercftednefi, 
than a palliation of Monfieur de Sainval's 
cruelty^ to have arifen from the communica- 
tion of this letter/' Madame de Sainval re- 
plied. 

•• I am willing to do jufticc to Lord Wik 
ton," I anfwered ; • " but I acknowledge my* 
fclf more interefted, in difcovering a poflS* 
bility of reconciling the Marquis's conduct 
to motives, that may not preclude all chance 
of a reconciliation between you.'* 

She (hook her head. 

** Deareft Adine, forgive what I am going 
to fay ; but does not fome remaining predi- 
ledion for Lord Wilton place Monfieur de 
Sainval in a more unfavourable light, than 
he perhaps quite deferves ?" 

. " I do not believe, Louifa, that one ever 
becomes wholly infenfible to a firft and only 
love ; the painful fenfations recalled to my 
brcafl, by the retracing what raifed tvvov fc^ 
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high in my efteem, prove the truth of th 
obfervation. I do aflure you, however, thaCr 
he has long ceafed to infpire me with an>^ 
feelings, but what the mod rigid virtue ma^ 
avow. I (hall, during my exiftence, retaira 
a. mofl grateful efteem and friendOiip fos: 
him; but his own fituation is now become 
as effectual a bar as mine to any iapprehea^ 
fion of my peace being again endangered hy 
him : he is married." 

" That," I exclaimed, " is a very fortu- 
nate circumftance! — and if the ftep were 
prompted by a generous concern for your 
peace, which I think highly probable, it 
would indeed raife my opinion of him very 
.much.'* 

" I am afraid you give him more credit 
there, than he is quite entitled to; for had 
concern for my peace prompted the ftep, I 
think he would have fallen upon fome me- 
thod of faving ipe from the danger of be- 
traying emotion at the abrupt intelligence. 
But I believe it is not in man, to retain any 
delicate cohfiderations of the uneafinefs, that 
may ftill linger about a woman's, heart, after 
he has conquered his own love for her.'* 
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^* I am perhaps a little romantic in my 
cxpedations; and I could have wifhed to 
place Lord Wilton above the common level, 
as a better excufe for my friend's partiality/* 

*^ You think, then, it requires an excufe 
beyond a hufband's ill treatment? " 

** I imagine you are of the fame opinion, 
by the flrefs you have laid upon the change 
operated in }our mind." 

" I am of opinion, that the dignity of my 
own virtue called for the facrifice; but not 
that I owed it to a hufband, who fhows fuch 
.perfeft infenfibility to me.'* 

" But does not his treatment of Lord 
Wilton befpeak a nobleneis of mind, that 
entitles him to be more highly thought of 
thun " 

** I really," interrupting me with quick- 
nefe, ^^ did for a moment do him the juftice 
in my own mind, to admire the manner in 
-which he had taken Lord Wilton's conceffioii. 
I am aware, that it requires a mind to un* 
derfland the working of a mind, and I bad 
never before fufpefted Monfieur de Sainval 
to be poffeffed of one." 

f And did he remain wholly infenfible 
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to the greater degree of kindnefs this changei 
in your way of thiokiog, muft naturally 
have occafioned in your reception of him?" 

" He never put it into my power, for a 
moment, to behave to him with any thing 
like kindnefs : meeting me with the feelings 
a man ever mud have towards a perfon he 
had ufed ill, and convinced of the impoflibi- 
lity that I Ihould forgive him, he fancied an 
implied reproach in every woni I uttered; 
and I, who, as the aggrieved perfon, looked 
for fome conceffion at lead on his part, 
could not degrade myfelf by coming forward, 
whilflhe coldly and haughtily kept back." 

" So that your ipeeting at Boifrofe pro- 
duced nothing like a reconciliation ?" 

*' It produced nothing in the world but 
daily altercations." 

*' And ended in your being left there ?" 

** No, the interefted motives I before 
mentioned deterred him from that; I have 
paffed thefe laft two winters in Paris. But 
a country life is fo much more confonant to 
niy tafte, that I follow your Englitti faftiion 
of dividing my time between Paris and 
Boifrofe; and, by this means, I am alfofurc 
^f being fix months out of Monfieur dc 
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>ainvars reach, whofe military concerns, and 
Lttendance at Verfailles, .divide his fummer 
>etween Paris and fome part of the kingdom 
liflant from that which I inhabit. In iiis 
tbfence, I can fometimes foi^giet 1 have a 
luiband, 'and that is my only chance for 



^eace, ** 
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But hufbands and wives fee fo very little 
>f each other in this country — ^for I have 
leard you fay, that dinner is almoft the only 
lOur of the twenty-four in which they 
a(ually meet — and furely, during that (hort 
Dcriod, which is fcarcely ever tSte i titc 
either, they need not make themfelves very 
jifagreeable to each other. "^ ♦ 

•* The generality need not, I grant you, 
becaufe they are wholly indifferent; but 
inhere pofitive ill ufage has taken place, and 
hatred arifcn out of it, there is no carrying 
it off fo : befides, as I was unfortunately 
bom with a difpofition for domeflic enjoy- 
ment, and deprived of it, I know not where 
to fcek for happinefs!'* And her eyes ran 
over 

The entrance of vifitors put an end to 
cur converfationi but I cannot think it is 
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hatred, that Adine feels for ber hufband 
Of him I can j-et -judge but little: the 
extreme diflike I had conceived to him, 
from the firfl part of her (lory, had induced 
me to continue to dine in my own room 
longer than was abfolutely neceflary, pur- 
pofely to avoid him. But I went down to 
dinner this day, with a wi(h to become better 
acquainted. 

Upon my appearance in the fallpUy he 
immediately came towards me with a polite 
inquiry after my health, and congratuktion. 
on the improvement in my looksj fincehe 
had feen me. 

He had only fent his daily inquiries by 
bis valet de chambre, he faid, whilft I kept 
my room; becaufe he knew that Englilh 
ladies were fcrupulous about receiving men 
in their bedchambers — nothing elfe would 
have prevented him from making them in 
perfon. 

Suppofing this to be only a civil excufe, 
does it not ftrike you to be beyond the com- 
mon forms of politenefs ? The attention of 
not offending againft cuftoms different from 
their own, mull arife from a confiderate re- 



\ 
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fined civility of mind, which I have not be- 
fore met with here; and which differs widely 
from the rough impreffion I had received 
of the Marquis. 

I affured him, that my Englifh fcruples 
had been very much worn down in this long 
fit of illnefs ; and the hufband of ^my fiiend 
was entitled to be an exception, even if I had 
adhered more rigoroufly to the rules of my 
country. 

I faid this with a view to remove the idea 
he had, in our- very firft meeting, thrown^out 
of Madame de Sainval's making him her 
theme of complaint; for I Cannot help think- 
ing, there is more of mifunderftanding than 
of pofitive dillike between them. 

His look teftified furprife, but he only 
bowed^ and there it refted. 



23^. — No Mr. Stanville yet! Is it, not a 
little odd ? fo very civil and obliging as his 
firft vifit was. He muft have conceived fome 
fudden dillike to me ; mifconftrued, perhaps, 
the warmth with which I received him, -in 
confequence of his attachment to you and 
his fifter, into a natural forwardnefs in me. 
I could with him to call again, were itoal^ 

VOL. II, p 
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to retrieve my credit with him. I feel very 
xineafy, to be low in the eftimation of a 
friend of my brother's^ and a brother of 
X^ady Belfont's. 

I am expofed to a perfecution, which is 
'CXtremely irkfome. The Chevalier d'UrfaiD, 
^ whom I was going to give you fome 
account iu my hfk, but fomethiog more 
ifiterefling intervened^ has taken it into his 
head to be very troublefomcly affiduous io 
l^is attentions. 

His being nephew to the Commcmdenr^ 
If ives him Zcv entrees litres * at all times ^ he 
is rather a fenfible, elegant man, but ex- 
Iremely talkative and forward. He wears la 
petite croix de Malthc^y but would very 
readily relinquifh all profpeft of commande- 
ries\j for the happinefs of obtaining my 
hand, as he has repeatedly and delicately af 
jbxttdi cae, in prefence of half a dozen wit- 
Aefles. 

I did Juot at firft trouble myfelf much 

^ Liberty ot admiflion. 

f Worn before they aAually take their vows of ce- 
jUbacy. 

}' Cosunamleries are only obuined after the vow. 



MI5S RTVERSDAtE. 3I5 

;&bout him, afcribing it wholly to the habit 
de collier fleure ties*-, which every maa here, 
old and young, (fome of the very refpeftable 
clergy only excepted,) thinks it neceflkry to 
do, without the fmalleft idea of its being 
conftrued into any meaning at all ; but fince 
hii language and his attentions have be« 
come more pointed f I have endeavoured ia. 
vain to reprefs them. 

I have hitherto alwa;^ believed^ it was in 
a woman's own power to check addrefles 
that were difagreekble to her, ^y her fteadi* 
ne& and confiftency in (howing them to be 
fo ; but with a Frenchman this is of no avail. 
When I have exprefled myfelf in the moft 
explicit terms, he concludes with the affu* 
ranee, qu'ilnefe laijjera pas rebuter^^ being 
perfedlly aware, that young Englifli women 
avail themfelves of the privilege of chocrfing 
for themfelves, to take a great deal of 
courting. 

I (liall be obliged to have recourfc to Ma- 
dame de Sainval, to deliver me from this tor- 
ment. 

• What is generally underflobd by the wotdjir^'fi^. 
t TJiat he Oiould not defpau of (ucc^ti* 

P 2 
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24th. — Monfieur de Sainvai and I are be*- 
coming quite fociable, andhe really is a very 
different man from what I had expefted. He 
poffcffes much iblid fehfe, and a feeling 
heart ; but, certainly, very little of the iour^ 
nure Francaife ; il fe prefente mal ; il man- 
que de privenance^ — a woman may let her 
faa or pocket handkerchief fall, et il ne fe 
precipite pa$\ from ihe other end of the 
room, to pick it up ; and thefe, I am af- 
fured, are grands torts X\ neither does he 
trouble himfelf, to /aire de /'<t/?>r//§, which 
flamps him irretrievably ftupid. As the three 
great hinges of French converiation are 
faillie, reparticy 2,vi^ perfjlage% he makes 
a very unhrilliant appearance with his plain 
good fenfe; which, however, upon the long 
run, fuits my tafte a good deal better, and, 
perhaps, may not lower him as mudi in your 

• French turn; he prefents himfelf ungracefully; 
is deficient in courteoufnefs. 

t Does not precipitate himfelf headlong. 

X Serious errours. 

5 Turn every thing into wit. 

fi Sally, repartee, auiVxoft>,. 
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!ftlmation, as it does in that of the Marchi* 
3nc(s. 

He is paflionately fond of mufic» and has 
mproved his tafte in it by a year's refidence 
n Italy. I yefterday, at his defire, attempted 
I canzonet; and was greatly furprifed, when 
[ had done, to fee the tears in his eyes: 
Turely, this befpeaks feeling! 

Madame de Valence hoped, that, when my 
i^oice was quite reftored to its .ftrength, I 
would take a few leffons from Grandval, who 
would give it a little French brilliancy; 
which was all, fhc thought, that my finging 
wanted. 

Monfieur de Sainval, fmiling, aflced whe- 
ther (he did not think Sacchini might do as 

well? . 

** By no means; he is quite fpoiling Ma- 
demoifelle Renaud, who had le plus joli 
gq/ier* imaginable, before he undertook to 
teach her; but the ckanf. lialien^ (Pen de- 
mande pardon i Miifs) me paroit infipide cL 
mourir^. A few nights of the Grand Opera^ 

♦ The prettieft warble. 

f The Italian mode of iifiging (I beg Mifs's pardon) 
i€ iniipid beyond endurance. 

P 3 
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when you arc well enough to attend it^ will 
bring you over to ray opinion, my dear," 
£he added. 

I way diverted with the recoUedion of 
what you bad faid upon that fubjed; but 
not yet having heard any real French mufic 
myfelf, I did not attempt to fpeak upon it> 
and the fubjeft dropped. 



2^tfi. — I have this morning ventured out 
on foot> beyond the garden, for the firft 
time^ it opens, as I told you, into the 
Champs Eli/Ses, which is very convenient as 
well as pretty. 

I am a little fatigued; but fo delighted to 
find myfelf recovering the ufe of my bodily 
faculties! — there is no faying how beneficial 
a fit of ficknefs is, in opening the mind to a 
fenfe of bleffings, which it had never before 
dwelt upon. 

As we reached the garden gate, Mon* 
jfieur de Sainval overtook us, and infifted 
upon my taking his arm. 

Madame de Sainval amufes herfelf, when- 
ever we are alone, with obferving upon the 
metamorphofis he has undergone; which (he 
choofes to attribute to my influence, 1 be- 
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Ueve thereal faft is^ that her ey«s are opening- * 
to his merit, though Q>e will not allow it. 

" You really have transformed him fromr 
z. lavage into a civilized member of fociety/* 
faid (he, as we returned intamy room. ** I 
wifti you would fend toOtaheite fbra.fubjedt 
to try your pov^'et upon, and fee whether in 
him you could rrea/<f ideas, which woQld be 
going one ftep farther than with Monfieurder 
Sainval, in whom' you only bring them to 
ligk(j you fee my readinefs to do him all pof- 
fible juftice, in the preference Igive him,, ta^ 
an Otalicitan.''^ 

When (he confines her raillery to our /^/tf 
(i tites^ I have not a wilKto curb her agree* 
able veid ; but I have once or twice ventured 
,4q remonflrate with her, upon turning the 
Marquis into ridicule to the company, which>. 
wanting wit to retort, he repels with ill 
temper, and this gives rife to very unpleafant 
fcenes. 

" It is very hard,'* (he fays, ** now your 
prefence fixes him in my <d rawing room every 
evening, if I may not, at leaft, try to derive 
fome amufement from it." 

" I own. myfelf at a lofs to underftand the 
amufement that arifesfrom provoking anger,*'; 
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" Why, even that is better than indiflfe- 
rence, you know; it is a fentiment at leaft, 
and there cannot be a more cruel humiliation 
to a woman, than not to infpire a fentiment 
of fome fort/* 

" But are you not frequently hurt with 
the bad humour you call up ?^ 
. " To be fure; that's amiable again on 
my part, bccaufe then I (how him that he 
can infpire me with a fentimeiit.** 

" My deareft Adine, you afFeft a levity 
upon this fubjeft, that is not in your heart; 
and I every day fee fre(h<:aufe to think, that 
your mutual alienation refts upon much flighter 
grounds, than I had at firft fuppofed- I am 
perfcftly fure, that were you to allow Mon- 
fieur de Sainval to becoi::e fenfible of your 
real merits '* 

^^ Well, I confider my wit as one of my 
firft perfeftions; and, Fni fure, I give him 
every opportunity of admiring it." 

*' But people fcldom admire what they fo 
feverely fmart under." 

" Let him pay me in kind then, and I 
would fliow him my good temper in taking 
a joke; that's another great perfedlion, you 
know." 
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" But wit is not his talent; and yoy are 
furely aware, that to expofe a pcrfon's infe- 
riority, is putting their difpofition to a teft 
fo fevere, that nothing but an excefs of af- 
fection, or of humility, can brook it.** 

" And as he is equally remote from either 
of thefe, you would have me appear as filent 
and flupid as himfelf, left I might gain cre- 
dit for being poffefled of more wit than he 
can boaft? This is the Englifti matrimo- 
nial creed, I prefume?*' 

" Indeed, I hope it is^ but I (hould not 
think of recommending it to you, were I not 
convinced, that you might be made happy 
by the love of the man you pretend to hold 
fo cheap; and I really believe that it would 
turn, upon very flight conceflions on your 
part " 

*' Conceflions !'* interrupting me; ** I 
think, indeed, that knowing what you 
know, it is Angular you fliould call upon me 
for conceflions! Recolleft, that indepen- 
dantly of my private grievances, my birth 
and fortune entitled me to marry into any 
family in France ; though I do not mean to 
difparage his defcent, which is certainly 
ancient, flill J feel confcious of a cklcxv t<^ 

^ 5 
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igards^ on that account^ which I have never 
met with. And you- would have me let my- 
felf down by conceffion ! — I (hould never have 
exported that, Louifa"-^with warmth. 

^^ Neither (hould I ufge it, did I perceive 
you to be perfedly carelefs of his fentiments^ 
but where much may be obtained, {bme fa- 
erifice mud be made. And if you^ who fa 
&rongly feel the want of domeftic happinefs, 
could purchafc it, by merely refraining from 
difplaying your wit at your huiband*s ex- 
penfe, (hould you think the price very high ?*' 

** If you call that a conceffion/' recover- 
ing to a fmile, from the flight glow of dif- 
pleafure that had begun to take pofleffion of 
her features, " I have done much more than 
that already, and in your prefence too, if 
you will do me the juftice to recoJleft it, 
but all in v^in." 

*^ It does not at this moment occur to me, 
I confefs^ that any great tendency to conci- 
liation, has appeared on your part 5 and I 
think it would have given me too much fa- 
tisfaflion, to have efcaped unnoticed." 

*' Ay, there's the confequence of his ad- 
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miration of you ; it already makes you &par« 
taker of his injullice, and blinds you to hia 
faults, and to my merits.'* 

" You are very ready with your accufa- 
tion ; but I call upon you to convict me, be- 
fore I (ball plead guilty/' 

** Only recoiled then what paflcd at dinner, 
no longer ago than yefterday, when, in the 
prefence of Madame dc Fronfac, who is ^ 
very leading woman at court, I purpofcly 
turned the converfation upon mulic, al- 
though it is a fubjedt of which I know no- 
thing myfelf, merely to give him an oppor- 
tunity of holding forth to advantage, tha6 
her report of his judgment and tafte might 
•gain favour at Verfailles, and obtain admit- 
tance for him to the private concerts, which 
might ultimately, you know, produce fuc- 
cefs in his folicitation/' 

*^ Yes; that was a very amiable attention 
on your part, 1 allow y but— — " 

*^ But what ? You fmile, as if you were- 
not inclined to give me any more credit thw 
he did, who " 

" I beg your pardon, I give you all due 
credit; for confi^ering how far bis ikill in 
mufic might be conducive to obt^vtdxv^vVt& 

p 6 
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intendance^ of Dauphin6 ; that was an ex- 
cefs of kindnefs, that might not have oc- 
curred even to a more affectionate wife.** 

She (hook her head at me. " You arc 
farcaftic, Louifa." 

" But my fniile reverted to what followed 
upon your intended kindnefs, which might, 
perhaps, a kittle invalidate the merit of it 
with Monfieur de Sainval.*' 

" I do not recoiled what that was/* 

** Madame de Fronlac, in admiration of 
the knowledge he had difplayed, obferved, 
as you intended (he (hould, that he had 
given her new 'ideas upon the fubje<5t, with 
which (lie (hpuld not fail to make her court; 
and added, when Mon(ieur de Sainval takes 
the trouble to impart his thoughts,. one is 
always furprifed to find how much he knows. 
Upon which the Chevalier d'Urfain, who 
thinks himfelf at liberty to fay any thing, 
exclaimed, *Owi, diable m^ importer cefijujle- 
il femble Marquis que tu gardes ion efprit 
en bouteilleypvur ti^en donner qti* apropos \^' 

♦ The governors of provinces are called inundants, 
•f Devil take me, but that's true enough. Marquis; 

you feem to bottle up your undcrftaiiding in referve for 

i^axticuiar occadons* 
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to which you anfwered, * s'il garde foil ef 
prit en bouteille^ i coup f4,r il ne fera pas 
Jauter le bouchon*^ 

*^ Ha! ha! ha! fo I did indeed, and 
they all laughed very heartily, you know." 

** All, but Monfieur dc Sainval, who 
looked grave and hurt." 

*' How filly that was in him! for I meant 
nothing by it but to (how my own quickncfs; 
it was a good repartee, you'll allow, and I 
did not refleft a moment for it." 

". No, for if you had, you would perhaps 
have fupprefled it.'* 

" For what ? It is not my fault, that he 
can neither take, nor retort, a witticifm. He 
has npt even the fenfe to underftand his own 
intercft, you fee; if he would bear with my 
wit, I might occafionally be tempted to \tti^ 
him the advantage of it ; for one may often 
carry a point by a happy ftroke of pleafantry, 
when all the pleas of merit and fervices have 
failed." 

" I am very glad to hear that wit can re- 
pay, in any fliape, the mifchief it occafions 
in fo many to its poffeflbr.'* 

* What he may botdc up, will ccruinly never make 
the cork fly. 
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** I proteft, Monfieur dc Sainval has in- 
fcftcd you, Louila. You arc the firft pcr- 
foo^ with real pretenfions to wil, that 
ever I knew hold it cheap; for of that, 
and of birtby it is faid with great truth, 
that it is only by thofe who are deficient in 
them, they are ever difparagcd/^ 

•• You give me credit for pretenfions to 
which I certainly have very little claim, and 
if I' had, I (hould ftudioufly reprefs them^ 
for I believe, Adinc, it is faid with at Jcaft 
equal truth, that wit has loft many a friend^ 
but never yet made one.'* 

** It creates admiration.'^ 

" And enemies.** 

** The one counterbalances tJie other." 

** Though the enemy fhould be a huf- 
band ?" 

" Ah ! would to Heaven, ma petite^ that 
my happinefs had no other impediment !" 

" That your wit might have the full cre- 
dit of the facrifice you choofe to make to it?" 

*' No, indeed — that I might (how you 
how much I would facrifice for domeftic 



>> 



peace, 

" And are you equally capable of making 
a facrifice to friendft\\i^VV 
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*« Try me/' 

" Why then, my deareft Adinc, facrificc 
to taci for one month only, the amufement 
of expofing the Marqjiis; merely to fatisfy 
me, whether as much turns upon that ftngler 
circumftance as I believe/* 

" There's my hand upon it. I will make 
the trial, though I know it will be in vain ^ 
but I would do much more to recover your 
opinion, which I fee is (haken, my Louifa; 
I never knew you fevere before/' Her eyes- 
fiUed. 

- ** I beg your pardon, if I have appeared 
fo; but, indeed, the difficulty of bringing 
you to be a moment iefious, upon a fubjeft 
fo very important to you, betrayed me into 
it. So far from thinking lefs well of you, I 
believe there are very few women in the worlds 
who could have the candpur and generofity 
you evince, in having brought yourfelf even 
to wi(h for a reconciliation, after the treat- 
ment you have experienced." 

•* My dear \ my only friend !'* throwing 
her arms about my neck, the tears now trick- 
ling faft, *^ to you do I owe all that I have 
ever ' experienced of real bappinefs 3 and 
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could I pafs my life with you, it would make 
me amends (o: every other privation." 

Equally affefted with herfeif, J preffed 
her to my heart; and, juft at this moment, 
Monfieur de Sainval entered the apartment. 

With much appearance of furprife, he 
faid, " What may this meaft, Mifs Riverf- 
dale? I do not believe Madame de Sain- 
val was -ever foftened to tears before; but 
you are formed to fubdue every one.*' 

She left the room without making an an- 
fwer. I accept this fir ft inftance of forbear- 
ance as a favourable omen, and cannot but 
flatter myfelf that good vyill arife out of it. 

The opinion he feems to have conceived 
of me may perhaps put it into my power, at 
a future opportunity, to remove fome of the 
piejudices, that warp his judgment in re- 
gard to her. 



t'jt/i. — Madame de Sainval is gone to pay 
her court at Verfailles, which is generally the 
bufinefs of a couple of days; with her it will 
be longer, becaufe a ball is intended for 
Thurfday. 

I was much entertained with Mademoifelle 
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Berlin, who honours Madame de Sainval 
with her protettion, and calls upon her re- 
gularly, as Ihe returns from her Sunday tra^ 
I>a^7 at Verfailles, for approbation, or, perad- 
venture, criticifm of the newly invented 
chiffons^', " car € lie a le goiit parfait comme 
la figure^ cette charmante Marquije !^^* (he 
fays. 

She was very condefcending in her appro- 
bation of me likewife, and affured me Ihe 
would work for me with pleafure ; which was 
more tiian {he could fay for the generality of 
my countrywomen, who certainly did not 
let off her work to the beft advantage, 
though they all came flocking to her upon 
their arrival ; " comme s'il dipendoit de moij* 
(lie faid, " de leur donner Vaifance de taillej 
et la grace qui dijiinguent nos dames; tout 
'ce que je puis moi^ c'eji de lesfaire valoir 
quaiid je les trouve J." 

* Millinery goes by the general name of chiffons, 
f For this charming Marchionefs*s tafte is as per- 

fed as her perfoli. 

J As if it refted with me to impart the eafy (hape 

and grace that diflinguiih out French ladies; all I can 

do, is to fet them off to advantage, where nalure has 

given them. 
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'• FoHS ^ies aujfi par trop modejle'^'i^ 
faid the Marchionefs, ironically* 

" Ma foi non ; tenezj ce rCeft pas mon di* 
fauty* faid (h«, taking her chocolate; *^Mats 
voyons qtCefi ce qu'il Ivi faut d ceile belle 
enfant ^r 

^^ I (hould be glad to fee fome caps/^ I 
replied, " that I might choofe a very quiet 
one, fuitable to an invalide, who is to dine 
out for the firfl time." 

She did not keep caps to fend about ; but 
if I would tell her where I was ta dine, (he 
would take care and fuit mc. 

" At the Englifti ambaflador's; but a very 
fmall party, and I would rather be under, 
than over drcffed." 

" Ahy man Dieu! laiff^z mot faire\l' 
Don't I know better what will do than you, 
who are in Paris for the firfl: time? Aik Ma- 
dame de Sainval how 1 fucceed, when*-! take 
an ioterefl: In ray cuftomers," 



* You are- too modeflr. 

f Faith, no!: that's not my failing ; but what does 
Vhis pretty child want? 

'X Oh« my God! let me alone for that. 
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" OA, poitr cela oui^^ replied the Marchi- 
onefs, fmiling, ^^ fi Mademoifclle Bertin vous 
pre7id en amiti^ mon cceur^ votre fortune eft 
faite *.'' 

" Cetle yolie Marquife eft en pojfeffidn de 
perfiffler fon monde^* (he faid, " et tout lui 
va au refte\\' but I (hould fee how (he 
ivould adapt her tafte to my convalefcent 
ftate. 

I could not re(ift giving you this little (pe- 
cimen of a French milliner. They are not, 
however,' all fo de(potic : my friend aflures 
roe, (he prefumes upon her favour at court, 
where (he is adlually nearly upK>n the fame 
footing with the Queen, that (he puts her- 
felf upon, with her Paris cuftoiflers. She at- 
tends regularly at Verfailles on a Sundays not 
only to drefs her Majefty, but to invent new 
fa(hions, in the Queen's private apartment, 
which receive the royal alfent before they are 
^iven to the pujplici and this (he calls 



• Cci^tainly, if Madexnoifelle Bertia favour you, 
y'our fortune is made. 

f This pretty Marchionefs has the privilege of 
turning people into ridicule; but whatever fhe does 
becomes her« 



K,- 
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faire un travail avec la Reine*^ She would 
not work for a bourgeoife on any account} 
fcarcely, indeed, ioxdifemme de robe^^ and 
as to the ,financeX!—f. done !' cela iHa ni 
ton 71 i grace § / Ihe fays. 



2Sth. — The Chevalier d'Urfain takes the 
advantage of Madame de Sainval's abfencc, 
to be very troublefome indeed in his affi- 
duities j and I have been obliged to have re- 
courfe to Madame de Valence, 

She cannot underftand my objedlions to 
him. His views are certainly matrimonial, 
(he obfcrved, or (he (hould have interfered, 
on the fcore of relationfhip, when (he faw 
his paflion becoming fo ferious. 

I Qiould not have been under the neceffity 
of applying to her, I replied, if I had thought 
them otherwife. I hoped I fliould always 



• Make a millinery lludy with the Queen. 

f A lawyer's wife. La robe, includes all the law 
dignities; and is reckoned ficonde nobleffe^ i.e. fecon- 
dary nobility. 

I Finance is what they call roture, anfwering to Eng- 
lifli gentry. 

§ Fy ! they have neither manner nor grace. 
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know how to aflert the dignity of virtue, 
without troubling my friends. 

Ah ! that was not always fo eafy, fhe 
faid, when a woman had neither hufband nor 
brother to appeal to: but what could induce 
me to refufe the Chevalier, who is de tres 
bonnemaiforiy thoughyiz;^^ illuftration*',' not 
rich at prefent, indeed, but heir to a good 
eftate, and the title of Duke, at the death 
of an old uncle; befide the furvjvorfhip of 
a confiderable place at court, of which the 
adlual poffeflbr is moriboiid^. And by fet- 
ting out in a quiet way, under the aufpices 
of his mother, who has no will but his, and 
would certainly be very ready de faire mc^ 
7iag€ enfcmble X^ until we were a little more 
at cafe, flie thought every thing might be 
arranged without difficulty, and could not 
imagine where the objeftion lay. 

I aflured her, all thefe confiderations had 
never occurred to. me; that I had an objec- 

* Of a very good family, though not tlluftratcd. — 
N. B. Jlluftration means fuch dignities in a family, as 
entitle them to enter the King or Queen's coach^ fuch 
AS Due it Pair, Marechal de France, &C. 

t Pyiiig ^y inches. 

{ To join 19 hottfckcepvng* 
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tion more valid than want of fortune could 
ever appear to me^ which was to his perfon 
and manners, and the total want of coinci* 
dence in our difpofitions and way of think- 
ing. 

** Mais man enfant,** fhe exclaimed, "/ 
071 s*arr6te h des niaif cries pareilles *, one 
may never marry at all. There is nothing 
forbidding in his perfon, and his manners ^re 
comme ceiix de tout le mond^^.** 

I did not by any means think matri- 
,mony effential to happinefs, unlefs it refultcd 
from mutual afFeftion, I told her. 

** A/iy bo7i Dieu ! comme toutes ces tStes 
Anglaifes font exaltSes %r' cried (he, (hrug- 
ging her fhoulders. 

However, though I have not been able to 
convince her I am right, flie has promifed to 
make a point with the Chevalier to defiflf 
from his pretenfions. 
]^ Of Mr. Stanville you mud not expeft to 



• But, my child, if a woman be deterred hj- futh 
nonfenfical confiderations as tliefe. 

f Are like every body's. 

I Ah, good God! how romantic all your Engli^k/ 
keaids are I ^ 
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bear any more: I am tired of forming con- 
le&ures, and am determined to leave it to 
the explanation he will probably give you 
bimfelf, or to Lady Belfont: — furely fome 
little excufe will be neceflary to you both. 
For a neglcdt fo marked of a girl fo highly 
honoured in her partiality, and your affec- 
tion. He is her favourite brother, you 
know; and, on that account, I cannot men- 
tion to her a fubjedt, that mull wear the form 
of a complaint. 



March \Jl. — Madame de Sainval returns 
from Verfailles to morrow, and on Saturday 
we dine at our AmbafTador^s ; a very fmall 
party — no women but ourfelves — ftill it is 
my firft emerging into the world, and I feel 
agitated with the very expedtation of it. 

Mr. Stanville will probably be there 



Monfieur de Sainval interrupted what I 
was going to fay, and I have had a converfa- 
tion with him, which has given me an open- 
ing, that I hope to improve at fome future 
opportunity. 

He knocked at the door of my writing 
clofet, but feeing the pen iti my Vi^i\^^HwiJA 

I 
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bave withdrawn. I requefted bim to come 
in, faying, that I ufually employed my foli- 
tary hours either in writing or reading, but 
never to the preclufion of a friend's conver- 
fation. 

He could not have flattered himfclf with 
being fo foon admitted to that title, however 
ambitious of meriting it, when he confi- 
dered what a ftrong prejudice he muft have 
to overcome, in the mind of Madame de 
Sainval's confidential friend — " but Mifs 
Riverfdale's penetration *' 

«' Has had little to do in this," I inter- 
rupted. ** I will not affecl ignorance of what 
I fo fincerely lament as the coolnefs between 
you and the Marchionefs '* 

" Coolnefs is a very gentle word for pofi- 
tive hatred." 

*' I have not yet had an opportunity of 
judging of your feelings for her^ I can only 
fpeak of hers for you." 

** I (hould imagine contempt is the beft 
modification you can give them." 

" I really (hould be unjuft to her, were I 
to admit your fuppofition; it is, on the con- 
trary, from her reprefentation'of fome noble 
triit^ in Montieux d^ Salnval's charader, ' 
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tliat I was induced to wi(h, I might have the 
good fortune of adding his friendfhip to 
hers/v 

I fpoke this with the (IriAeft truth, Henry. - 
, " It will be the only point of union, I be- 
lieve, that we (hall ever form,'* he replied 
with quicknefs; " but fince you condefcend 
to admit me to your fricndfliip, allow me to 
take the privilege of a friend, In pleading for 
un malheureux de votrefafon^y who has had 
recourfe to me, froni the feverity with which 
Madame de Valence h^ treated him on 
your part/' 

I repeated to him my objeftions to the 
Chevalier d*Urfain, enforced by the confi- 
derations of country and religion, which I 
had not urged to Madame de Valence, l)e- 
caufe J knew (he would not give them a mo- 
ment's thought ; Paris being, in her opinion, 
the terreftrial paradife, and her religion what 
no body would hefitate to confoim to, who 
was fo lucky as to have it thrown in their 
way. 

Monfieur de Sainval paid many compli- 

* An anfj9rtaiuite of yo\Mr makip{^« 
V04L. II. • <i 
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ments to the iblidity of 1117 way of thinking 
and promifed to mettre d la rai/on^ the 

Chevalier. 

He adverted to the good effefts of Eng^iih 
^ucation, in formiog a young woman's 
mind) and enabling her to judge and ad for 
hcrfelf. 

" Praife undefcrved is cenfure in di(guife ;** 
a confcious blufli overfpread my &ce at the 
mortifying recolledions that obtruded them- 
felveS) and I made no anfwer. 

Monfieur de Sainval proceeded to lament 
the double cruelty of marriages in this coun* 
try; which, befide being contrafted witlwut 
the concurrence of the parties, were made 
indiffoluble. He confidered the liberty of 
divorce as one of the firft of blcffings. 

This fo evidently pointed to his own fitu- 
ation, that I took the opportunity of recur* 
ing to the fubjeft he had before evaded ; but 
we were interrupted by the entrance of Mar 
dame de Valence. 

However, it will now be eafy to revert to 
this topic again; and the very great deference 

t Bring him to hear reafon. 
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be upon all occulioos exprefles for me, givei 
me a hope, that my interference may not b« 

■ mm. ^wv,«^ A^ a*^ I 



inefiedual. 



»v 



z^.«— M^dfttne de Sainval is return^ ; (h^ 
has been extremely. /^^f^^* at Verfaillesj in- 
deed, her beauty, wit, and elegance, mufl:^ 
command admiration every where. Is it to be 
conceived, that her huiband (bould continue 
blind to them? 

She faw Mr. Stanville at the-Duchefs de 

P *s, and converfed a good deal with him j 

(he thought him extremely agreeable, and as 
his ftiynefs wore off, ihe was furprifed to find 
how eafily he expreflcd himfelf in French, 
though his ideas, (he faid, evidently loft 
fome of their elegance, by his ignorance of 
the Jinejje &! nuances^ of the language* 
He fpoke with enthuiiaftic warmth of Lady 
Belfont- — of you-:-but of your (ifter, and 
his (ifter's friend^ fcarcely an inquiry — at 
ieaft, I think, Adine would have told me, 
if he had even remembered to name me j and 
[ did not choofe to aik — I'm fure I don't 

. • Much made of. 
t Idiomatic refinements, andfliades ofexpreffiem. 
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know why, for I hope I am free from the 
nie&n felfi(hnefs of only- valuing people in 
proportion to their partiality for me; and 
yet, the mortification I feel at his total neg- 
left borders fo much upon rcfentment, that 
I am quite afliamed of it. 



3^. — ^I am juft come from under the hands 
of Monfieur Leonard *, who is an original, 
as complete 4n his way as Mademoifelle Bert in; 
mais c'eft unefierie que fa coifuref-, that'5 
the expreffion. 

I have taken up my pen, while Madame de 
Sainval is getting ready, fimply pour me dif- 
traireX^ as they call it; for this firft intro- 
duftion into the world really appears to me 
very tremendous. I do not know when I 
have felt fo much agitation — and I cannot 
tell what it is I fear— my nerves are weaker 
ftill, I believe, than I had imagined. 



• The Queen*s hair dreffer. 

f The air he gives to the head drefs is like the work 
of the fairies. 

X To divert one's thoughts from any unplcafaBt 
fubjeft. 
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I begin to wonder at not having an an^ 
fwer from Lady Mary Mel vile. Surely — 



3^. aC night. — It is evidently to me^ Hcqn% 
that Mr. Stanville has conceived a diflike— 
nothing could be more ftrongly marked, as; 
you (hall hear — but, believe me, I only fee^ 
hurt at it, from a fertfe of the mortification 
it will caufe to your afFeftionate partiality for 
your LouiGi; the very recolleftion of which; 
draws tears from my eyes at this moment. 

And Lady Belfont too! — I am fure it 
would have been gratifying to her, that her 
l?rother fliould have approved of her friend — i 
and then, his being a* man fo uncommonly 
interefting in point of character and abilities 
would have made his good opinion highly 
flattering. ' ' "> 

But this was not what I meant to begiil 
upon. You will have underftood my unfi-^ 
nilhed fentence to imply my being called 
away. 

We were only ten at table; and Madame 
de Sainval and I^ being the only women, 
were, of courfe, on each fide of the Ambaf- 
iador. It fo happened, that in moving to- 
wards the table, Mr. Stanvllk m\i& tvaxxxt^^ 
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have fat on my other hatx},< had he not point- 
edly (hruok back from the place* and gone 
all the way round, to feat himfelf next to 
Madame de Salnva)^ faying to Sir George 
Rutland, ^' I beg your pai'don; I did not 
mean to be in your way !** who immediately 
took the feat next me. 

Could any thing be more marked ? — And I 
(hould have told you, that when we entered, 
he was Handing before the chimney; and 
upon my being feated in thtfauteuilau coin 
du/eu*y as the warmeft place for an invalide, 
he made me a very grave bow, inquired after 
my health, and then retired to the window, 
where he was joined by another gentleman, 
whom he foon after led towards me, faying, 
•^ May I take the liberty, Mifs Riverfdale, 
of introducing to you my friend. Sir George 
Rutland?" with an embarraffment fo evident, 
as to be diftreffing; wd whilft I addreiTed 
feme words of common civility to Sir George, 
he inftantly again withdrew to a diftance. 
> I perceive I am giving you a very lame and 
confui'ed account of this matter; but reallv, 

* The large arm chair by the fire fide, which is 
reckow^A the place of Viotioux \xl^\^\«\xVvtt^ifes* 
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deareft Henry, the fubjeft is not fufficiently 
agreeable to go over it again; fo I mull truft 
to your making it out. I (hould certainly ^ 
have begun by telling you, that the Ambaf- 
fador being out of the way, juft at the mo- 
ment of our arrival, the Secretary came to 
hand us out of our carriage, and Mr. Stan- 
ville, who had let him come alone to do the, 
honours to ttoo women, was (landing unoc- 
cupied before the. fire when we went in. I 
trembled fo much from weakneft, that I 
could fcarce fupport myfelf, but he neither 
came forward to offer affi (lance, nor, indeed, 
feemed to perceive it ; and I had been feated ' 
for (bme little time, before he even took the* 
conftrained notice of me which I mentioned. * 
At dinner the converfation was uncom^i^'* 
monly brilliant, chiefly fupported between^ 
the Marchionefs and Mr, Stanvillej (he 
{peaking French — he Englilh. Wit fparkled ' 
on both fides, but I thought a great deal of 
what Madame de Sainval faid borrowed its 
prettinefe from the language in which it was 
fpoken; while Mr. Stanville lent a grace to 
his expreflions, of which I was not aware the 
Englilh language Was fufceptiblc. His fe- 
IcAion of words is very ftrikingv ibt^ ^^nNJcl- 
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out the fmalleft degree of pedantry, he fays 
the very commoneft thing m the very bed 
poiSble manner, and feems indeed, as you 
fay, to have a turn of thought peculiarly his 
own. 

The tone of his voice appeared to me alfo 
Angularly pleafing. I (hould think his per- 
fuafion would be irrefiftible— what influence 
muft his oratory derive from this in the Houfe 
of Commons ! Did you ever hear him fpeak, 
Henry ? 

The converfation at one time took a poli- 
tical turn, and Madame de Sainval having 
exprefled a curiofity, in regard to the different 
merits of fome of the moft admired fpeakers; 
Sir George faid, that Lord N — 's fort feemed 
to lie in the clcarnefs of his financial ftate- 
ments, and the fimplicity of his arguments, 
never weakening their force by fuperfluous 
declamation. 

" Add to this his extraordinary felf-poffef- 
fion, and peculiar felicity in warding off the 
fcurrilous inveftive, with which he is fre- 
quently attacked," faid Mr. Stanville. " I 
can often fancy I fee his guardian angel 
perched upon his flioulder, and whifpering in 
his ear the bed poffible reply upon every oc- 
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cation. Then, his pleafantry fo conciliat- 
ing; his ridicule enlivening, without irritat- 
ing the houfe — the very objeds of it joining 
irrefiftibly in the laugh; his wit is phofpho- 
ric, brilliant, without being cauftic.*' 

^^ Comment r* interrupted Madame de 
Sainval, " on fs permit dans votre grave par- 
lement, defaire de lefprit? Paurois crue 
que ceferoit un crime de l\fe'i^aifon*y 

"You would perhaps, on the contrary, 
think it ufurped a portion far too confider- 
able of the debate," replied Mr. Stajiviile, 
" if you were to hear the fplendid, figura- 
tive, animated imagery of B , foariqg 

away from his fubjeft, till it is fcarce poffi- 
ble for the mind's eye to follow him; quoting 
from Lucretius, Hudibras, Cicero, Rabelais^ 
or an old ballad, with equal readinefs." 

** But all this occafionally fo interlarded 
with puerile pathos, and vulgar fcurrility," 
faid Sir Geoj^e. 

" That arifes from want of tafte, not df 
powers," Mr. Stanville replied. 

• How, is wit allowed of in* your fcrious parlla* 
oient? I fhould have expcded it tO be confidered ai 
bigh treafon agaiaft reafon. 

Q 5 
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'*' Digrcffions without end," continued Sir 
George, " the apparent conclufion of his 
Ipeech ftarting into the exordium of another, 
like Ovid's Metamorphofes; in ftiort, I am 
come to confider his rifing to fpeak, merely 
as a fignal to adjourn to ttfe beef*ftcak room; 
and fo, ni be fworn, did the better half of 
the members, when they nicknamed him the 
Dinner bell/' 

" I believe it may be fair to fay of him," 
rgoined Mr. Stanville, ** that for good, bjd, 
and hidifferent, he has not his equal. There 
is a mixture of delight and difguft in hearing 
him, which feems to endue the ear at once 
with the centripetal and centrifugal motions; 
at the fame time, his mind is perfeftly elec- 
tric, for upon the flighteft friftion it pours 
forth a ftream of intelleftual light." 

** Which fo completely dazzles his devo- 
tees," interrupted Sir George, " that they 
are ready to fubfcribe even to his judg- 
ment." 

The Ambaflador thought, that, as arfinifhed 
orator, Mr. P — foared above competition. 

Mr. Stanville admitted his talents to be re- 
fined, verfatile, and poliftied. " His flow- 
fog harmonious pertods^ his nice feleiftion of 
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apparently unftudicd phrafe^, hi% inexhaqfti- 
ble copioufnefs, are very ftriking; and that 
perTpiguity of didion, which feems to cxprefs 
his ideas with fuch clcarnefs." 

" Seems to exprefs ?" interrupted the Ani- 
baflador. 

" Certainly, only /eefnSy for upon a mo- 
ment's refledion, you will commonly find it 
impoffible to attach any prccife meaning to 
it/' . ^ . 

" But this I take to be a peculiar art, 'for 
which I give him great credit,** contended 
the Ambaffadprs " for you will allow, that 
when it fuits his purpofe to be fully under-\ 
flood, be can ftate the mod complicated bu- 
finefs with the cleared accuracy/* ^ 

" So that your Lord(hip values his powers 
of language," replied Mr. Stanville> archly, 
f* ia proportion as they ferve to difguife his 
meaning?" 

This occafioned a general fmile. Mon^ 
lieur de Sainval, who, from having ferved ia 
America, underfliand^ £ngli(h» jand fpeaks it 
with tolerable fluency, obferved, that he had 
always conceived BritilK orators to be aboye 
every fort of trick themfelves, whils they fo 

q6. 
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■ 

confiantly affixed that epithet as the fligma 
oT French politics. 

" We have an old adage which may ac- 
count for it/' faid Sir George^ /* Mocking is 
catching." 

Mi^. Stanville, good humouredly feeming 
to wifli to do away his friend's bluntnefs, faid, 
*' There are. certain rufes de guerre^ ad- 
mitted in all governments; and I do not mean 
to detrad from abilities fo confpicuous as Mr. 
's in particular; I have always admired 
the never failing felicity, with which he im- 
proves, to his own advantage, the llightcft 
opening given by his antagonift.'* 

" But obferve," faid Sir George, "whether 
it be ever poffible to carry away, or quote any 
thing from his fpeeches.'* 

" No, they certainly are charadterifed,'* 
Mr. Stanville. replied, " by a languid, glit- 
,tering verbofity, which fills the ear without 
fatisfying the mind. How ftrikingly con- 
traded with the energetic, commanding, 
impaffioned eloquence of his rival i which at 
once convinces the underftanding, and feizes 
upon the heart." 

• Stratagems of war,' 
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•* Ay, there indeed," exclaimed Sir 
Seorge, " are candour and acutenefs, joined 
:o found judgment, depth of thought, and 
force of logic, unequalled." 

** His elocution level to every capacity," 
rejoined Mr. Stanville; ** never feeking for 
^ word to embellilh his period, but enlifting 
and difciplining the commoneft in a moment, 
to charge in the ranks, and bear down all 
oppofition. He proves the irrefiftible power 
of luminous common fenfe, leaving all the 
little arts of debate at a diftance, and (lands 
forth alone the Orator of Reafon.'* 
. " There I recognize the true Englifli 
charafter," faid Madame de Sainval, "and 
r judged your whole parliament to be fo 
compofed." 

" You did us too much honour, indeed," 
replied Sir George, fhaking his head. " One 
fuch man in a century would be fufficient 
to fupport the dignity of the human race! 
You'll allow him to be phofphoric and eleftric 
too, Stanville?" 

" He!" exclaimed Mr. Stanville, with 
an enthufiafm that well became him. " His 
oratory is the effulgence of the meridian fun> 
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darting the clear ray of unfophiflicated ret- 
foh around, and (bedding intellectual day/ 

" Upon my foul, you are infpired, Stan- 
ville!'* cried Sir George, looking delighted 
with the briUianc/ of his friend's obferva- 
tions* 

" Et infpiri encore par la raifon^ denuit 
des graces!'* added Madamfc de Sainval, 
fmiling, " cettegrande trifie raifon—Jifroidt 
"^Ji dpre—fi peu ir{fpirante — quel miracle*!** 

*^ Perhaps^ upon better acquaintance with 
her, )»Du might think more favourably," faid 
Monfieur de Sainval, with a degree of arch* 
nefs which 1 did not think he had poffeffed. 

Her eye ftruck fire as (he glanced at him; 
and the * retort,' not * courteous,' I believe, 
was rifing to her lips^ but Mr. Stanvillc 
averted it by obferving, that Madame dc 
Sainval would not eafily find the opportunity 
of improving an acquaintance, which bet 
appearance was fo likely to put to flight. 

" Mr. Stanville's wit, like Midas*s touch, 

* And infpired by rra/bn, divefted of the graces morc' 
over! gigantic difmal hbason^ fo cold«*»fo dry^f 
uniiirpiring ! What a miracle ! 
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has the property of converting all to gold. 
It would not readily have occurred to any 
one eUe^ to turn the mere repetition of a re< 
proach into a compliment,'* replied the 
Marchionefs fmiling, who required but the 
moment's refledion, to curb her difplea- 
fure, for which he iiad given her time^ (he 
added, *' I may be excufed, if I fail in the 
accurate appreciation of un perfonnage dc 
trap mauvais ton*^ to be admitted into 
French good company; but I (hall truft 
to my Louifa, for putting me in the way 
de lui faire rSparatioi} d'honneiir-f in Eng- 
land 5 where I expedt to find her prefiding 
at every tea table — et puis, nous irons auffi 
entendre ces 7niracles au parletnent; nejtce 

pas mohconirX^'* 

I faid, I was afraid (he muft take them 

upon truft, for I had uiiderftood that women 

were now excluded from the gallery. 

" To the eternal difgrace-of our gallantry,. 

I coofefs it/' the AmbaiTador faid. 

4 

* A perfon too onfaihionablc. 

f Make her honourable amends. j 

4 

I And then we ihkll alfo go abd hear thofe wonden 
in the hoofe of commons. Shall we not> my love? 
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«« Ahf les OJtrogots^r cried Madame dc 
Sainval. "No wonder that reafon fliould 
have power, where women are inadniiffible/ 

^ Would any of us have dared to utter 
fuch an implied fcarcafm upon the fex?" 
exclaimed Mr. Stanville. " In virtue of ray 
claim, as its profefled champion, I beg leave, 
in our parliamentary language, to offer an 
amendment, by fubftituting the word graces; 
which, however it may ftrike us all at this 
moment, to be fynonimous with woman, will 
certainly refcue a part of the fex at leaft, 
from the feverity of Madame dc Sainval's 
remark : which will tlien be reduced to this 
political axiom, * that the triumph of reafon 
can only be fecured by the exclufion of the 
graces/ And this is undoubtedly the prin- 
ciple upon which thofe fenators a6ied, who 
voted the ladies out of the gallery/' 

This happy knack of complimentary far- 
cafm, in which fulfomenefs and feverity are 
equally loft, brought your agreeable Mrs. 
Bl^ndford's appeal into my mind. 



« Oh, the Hottentots ! 
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• 

After dinner. Sir George Rutland defired 
to be prefented to Madame de Sainval; and 
talked to us of Lady Belfont, whom he 
greatly admires. He alfo faid very handfomc 
things of Mr. Stanville, with whom he has 
lived in habits of intimacy ever fmce they 
both left college : and a more honourable, 
noble-minded man never exifted, he fays; his 
very faults arife out of his virtujes. Upon 
this fubjeft I could have nothing to &y, as I 
bad had no opportunity of judging; but I 
obferved, that his parts were very confpicuous* 

" Yes, they are univerfalljr acknowledged,** 
Sir George replied; ** but his heart is only 
known to his friends, and to the unfortu«- 
nate« I have often wi(hed it lefs fufceptible, 
for his own fake. Poor Stanville!" added he 
fighing, and looking affedionvitely at him. 

I really like Sir George very much; he ap- 
pears to be a fenfible, friendly, unaffcded 
man, and I thought his converfation quite 
agreeable, when it did not interfere with the 
attention I wiQied to pay to whatever fell 
from Mr. Stanville: it is fo feldom that an 
opportunity offers of hearing any thing fo 
very fuperiour, that I was unwilling tojofe a 
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word— *and lu>w wonderfully his countenance 
lightens up, when he fpeaks, Henry i 

Cards were propofed till the hour of the 
Jpectacles. Madame de Sainval fat down to 
tripsltt with the Ambaffador, Mr. Stanville, 
and another young man. 

I remained by the fire with Sir George 
Rutland and Monfieur de Sainval, to whom 
I was giving an account, how much I had 
been diverted with Monfieur Leonardos 
coming in his cabriolet^ with bis page in 
waiting, to put the papilloites into my hair. 

'* He would not fail to dibiter mille ga- 
lanieries^, while he was about it,** faid Mon- 
fieur df Sainval. 

•* It was quite as amufing to fee Louifa's 
bluflies, and embarraflfed looks," cried Ma- 
dame de Sainval from the card table, ** as to 
hear heomrd's ^agornenes^.^' 

" He compared your hair to the Queen's, 
of courfe,'* the Marquis faid. 

*' That comparifon probably holds gbod 
for every fair hair'd woman that he drefTes," I 
anfwered. 

* Say a thoufand gallant things, 
t Fulfome flattery. 
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" But I affure you, he is vgry choice of 
his compliments/' cried Madame de Sainval ; 
^^ they are only beftowed upon thofe that he 
thinks will do credit to his ikill. Do pray* 
repeat his panegyric, that Sir George may 
learn how to trace analogies." 

'^ He aflured me that my hair, in its pre* 
fent diminifhed date, was an emblem of the 
delicacy- of my mind ; more impreffive than 
the luxuriant flowing locks of the mod beau* 
tiful healthy woman of the court ; that it was 
ibft and filky like my temper, he was fure— '* 

I ftopt — feeling myfelf really embarrafled. 
at thus repeating, before ftrangerSi a piece 
of flattery addrefled to myfdfj however ab- 
furd or infignificant the flatterer. 

This may appear very afFededly inconfif- 
tent with my promptnefs in retailing to you 
compliments of far greater magnitude; but 
I confider my brother as my confeflbr, to 
whom both good and bad mud be uttered 
without referve: bcfides, I always bear in 
mind, that when you enjoined me to be mi- 
nute, in dating converfations which were any 
way intereding or charadteridic, you added, 
" for I (hall often form my opinion of a man's 
fincerity, upon more trifling circ\i\x^ft.^xvs:.^^ 
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than you can be aware of; the very turn of 
his flattery will enable me to judge, whether 
he merely admire your perfon, or refpeft 
your underftanding/' 

;. " Eh bienr exclaimed Madame de Sain- 
val, " continues done! pent on itre aifant 
au point de fc laiffer ' dicontenancer par le$ 
Mit/es d^un frifeur? et fon enthoujiafme^ 
pour * ces chevtux fi bien playitcs ♦' and his 
wi(h, if you would have given him time to 
invent a new coiffure en tite naijffante^^ 
with which you fliould eclipfe the Princefs 

de L herfelf, it fliould be fo dijingui^ 

and add fo much new grace to your beauty." 
- " Nature might have bidden him defiance 
there,** faid Mr. Stanviile; but inftantly 
checking himfelf, as if afraid that I fliould, 
even for a moment feel obliged by the ele- 
gant compliment, he added, addrefling him- 
felf to the Marchionefs, with a quicknefs of 
manner which was really peculiar, " Do you 
recolleft a thought, to this efFe<3:,"of Dorat's, 

• Go on then ! Can any one be to childifh, as to be 
put out of countenance by the nonfenfe of a hairdreffer* 
and his enthufiafm for the fhape of your forehead ? 

f A growing heskd dte&% 



MISS RIYERSDALE. ^^y 

with which perhaps you might yourfelf have 
inipired him» as I underJlaQd he is the avowed 
favourite of all the wits and beauties of Paris ?'* 



€( 



Et la natuTi in firmant fes attraits. 
But affbrthr Vefirit a^ic les traits, 
Defeur qui Part m gatat fin owvrOgt,^* 



^* Your own thought is certainly more ap» 
plicable than your quotation, Stanville," faid 
the Ambaffador; " for however happy the 
affortment between Mifs Riverfdale's mind 
and her perfon, Leonard did not feem to 
carry his idea quite fb far/' 

** I admire/* faid Madame de Sainval, 



c< 



the ingenuity with which Mr. Stanville 
has edged me into the compliment. No ex- 
perienced coquette, between two lovers, fe 
ftroit micux tirie d^ affaire* ; though, were 
I malicioufly inclined to mark a diflindlioiji, 
I might fay, that Louifa's part of it occurred 
fpontaneoufly, whilft mine was fupplied by 
lecolledlion, commepour le gafer -f-.*' 

Mr. Stanville, colouring cxceffively, faid, 

• Could have managed the matter better. 

f As if to veil it* .^ 
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he fliould never venture to bid defiance to 
Madame de Sainval's wit ; and there it refted. 
Madame de Sainvat went to the opera; 
bjat I wa$ too much &tigued with this firft 
exertion, to accompany her, fo Ihe fet me 
down at home; and I e(Ubli(hed myfelf at 
her writing table in the faloii, imagining I 
(hould be uninterrupted till the time for re- 
aflembling after the play, but Monlieur de 
Sainval foon followed me. 



4tk. — I could not proceed laft night, to 
give you the account of my converfetion 
with Monfieur de Sainval; my fpirits.were fo 
much worn, that I have not quite recovered 
them to this moment, after a night's reft — 
not, indeed, fo good as ufual, — Did you ever 
find yourfelf fatigued beyond the power of 
obtaining reft, Henry? I hope not, as I at- 
tribute it to remaining weaknefs. / 

And now, my deareft brother, give me 
your opinion upon the very Angular behaviour 
of Mr. Stanville; for that, among other 
things, recurred during my fleeplefs hours- 
give me your opinion, did I fay ? O, my 
firft of friends ! my beloved brother! before 
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Tcan now have your'^opimoftlipon any fub- 
jed, however important*— wodj«*—inontlw-~ 
years, may roll away ! — Whenever this chil- 
ling idea occurs^ it overpowers me. 



n^^rn 



^th. — When I took up my pen yefterday, 
it was. my intention to fpeak only of Mon- 
fieur de SainvaU but other fubjefts fomehow 
obtruded thcmfclvcs, to which I found my- 
felf unequal, and I was obliged to deiift from 
writing* 

And now — I have had the oddeft conver- 
fat ion with Madame de Sainvaly who laugba 
exceedingly at the notion oi Mx. StanviUe's 
averfion to me; and will have it that • • • /» • 
I really fcarcely know how to tell you her opir 
nion, it appears to me fo perfeiSUgf unfounded 
—and her accufation of me too!-'--but you 
(hail have it in her own woitds. 

Sir Geoi^e Rutland had called yieflerday 
evening, and^ in the courfe of converfation, 
had mentioned Mr.'3tanville with fome anx- 
iety. He is of late, it feems, become fo 
grave and ^referved^ except yhen he appears 
to make an effibrt to force ^irits/ that Sir 
George fears he is not well It was very- na- 
tural that I fliodid hear this with pain, who 

S 
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am fo much iotereiled in h^m, through the 
medium of others; for certainly, on my own 
account, I cannot be fuppofed to have much 
reafon to care, unlefs, indeed, from a con- 
fcioufnefs which immediately (truck me, that 
I might perhaps have been unjuft in the dif- 
pleafure I had conceived at him • . . In (hort, 
I believe I coloured more than I now know 
how to account for, though I really think 
the Marchionefs is a good deal miftaken in 
the caufe, to which (he choofes to afcribe it 
— that is — I mean, it certainly was r- ' 'r.lto- 
gether what (he thou^t-— however, at all 
events, I flatter myfelf it has efcaped Sir 
George's notice, as I could not bear that he 
(hould have formed the &me idea. 

The inibint he was gone, (he began to 
rally me upon Mr. Stanville*s fuppofed dif- 
like. It would be no more than a deferved 
retaliation, (he thought, for all the mortifi- 
cations I inflifted upon others ; there was the 
poor Chevalier d'Urlain, making his moan to 
the echos d'alentour^^ and protefting how 
near this firft rcfufal h^ has ever experienced 
goes, to make hina hang himfelf j and adlually, 

* SarcQunding echoes. 



MISS RIVERSDALE. 361 

fti€ believed he was only faved from it, by 
fi-nding in the novelty of the circpmftances 
a new fubjeft of converfation, which is the , 
zeft of life with him; — and muft not fherj 
enjoy my humiliation, in revenge for having 
cnveigled her hufband's heart, which other-^v 
wife might now, perhaps,, jDwr jDwr defosware^^^ 
ment *,. have beftowed itfdf uppn her ?. 

My fpirits were more than ufually weajc;^ 
and I entreated her to fpare me> with a look 
more didurbed, poffibly,. than. I was aware 
t^* -for fhe inftantly changed her tone, and,., 
with the mofl: foothing kindnefs, began enui- 
merating her re^vfons for judging very dif-* 
ferently of Mr. Stanville's motives from what 
I did. " Truft me, who am. fomewha.t of. 
an adept in thefe matters," ikid (he^ " a vazxL^ 
betrays his preference, for a woman as much,^. 
aad often more, by excefs of referve, as by 
excefs of attention. He ftudioufly avoided^ 
bait was unintentionally attradted towards y.9iLt 
— why elfe his inceffant blunc^ers at.Trifttjte % . 
why that awkwardly ingeuious. attempt ^gt 
giving me a (hare ia the comp^unent tp voul 
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• Mere want- ©fl employincnn. .j^ . . f. ^ 



■* * 



VOL. II. R 



362 LETTERS OF 

hezutj, which it had itemed to force^from him 
byfurprifc? and why, above all, his extreme 
confufion, when I fo handfomely reftored 
the whole of it to you V* 

**' And why, my dear friend, if there were 
the il^hteft grounds for all thefe obierva- 
tions, (bootd he impofe this difficult tafk 
upon himfelf? I mufl: flill feel humbled, 
that it (hould appear necefi^ry fo ftudiouily 
to avoid the objeft of his lifter's partiality — 
if he thought me worthy of his, what (hould 
prevent his avowing it ? He is independent, 
and in eafy, thoi^ not affluent circum* 
ftances.'* 

**^ I perceive at leaft, my Louifa, th^ 
whatever obftacles there may be in his' way, 
he will not find you averfe to aflift in remov- 
ing them: nay, now you look juft as embar- 
raflcd and foolifh as he did — (hall I defift 
from the difagreeable fubjeft,'' archly, " and 
kave you to flatter yourfelf> I am as blind 
as you wi(h me to be ?'* 

*• Are you quite kind, Adine, in indulg- 
ing your wit at my expenfe juft now ?" 

" You tell me, I often indulge it at my own; 
and it is the moft undeniable proof of afFedtion^ 
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to treat one*s friend like one's felf, you know/* 
(he replied, as (he kifled away the tear that 
had darted into my eye. 

^^ Indeed I muft wi(h^ that you would 
treat both yourfelf and your friend better ia 
that refpect." 

*'' And fo I (hall in time, I dare fay, if we 
remain long enough together; for I really am. 
(bmetimes aftoni(hed at my own imiMX)vement^ 
and I did now intend to be quite ferious^ 
firom the nioment I perceived you were hurt;, 
but then, I expefted you to be honeft in re«* 
turn, and when you (how me a \*atit of con- 
fidence^ I feel entitled to take my owa 
methods of conquering your referve/' 

** Surely nothing could tefs merit this 
accufation, than the fetrnefs. with which 1 
was ftating my want of perception of the 
obftacles there could be in the way of Mr.. 
Stanville's evincing the preference you allege 
he feels; but the archnefs of your look 
made me (hrink from the fear of my iS«nce«^ 
lity being mifconftrued into a forward wi(k 
for the exiftence of fuch a preference." 

^ And ia your confciencc, Louifa,, yom 
taVe no* fuch wiih?^ 

R 2 
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**^ fn my eonfcience, Adioe, if I have it^ 
it has hkherto been unknown to myfelf^ and 
I think I have only k\t hunibled, to believe 
myfelf an objeft of diflike, where: it was fo 
much my ambition* to plciafe/' 

** And your confcience wholly acquits you 
of -any particular views in the ftyle of your 
drefs for yeftcrday's dinner at the Ambaflkr 
dor's ? when you quarrelled with the toque* 
Mademoifelle Bertin fent you; and made. 
Leonard twifl a bandeau into yout hair,, at 
tJie ri£k of giving, you cold;?.** 
. ** I always wone a. bandeau : before my illr 
ncfe;' 

'* And It had not the llighteft reference to^ 
the report I had made of my converfation 
with Mr. Stanville, at Verfailles; and his ad- 
miration of a fimple bandeau, in preference, 
to the fantaftic headdrefles difplayed at the 
ball?*' 

'• That might again bring a bandeau into^ 
my headr— I can*t exadly fay — but what a. 
cruel obferver you are! — '* 

" Only an accurate one, Louifa, that's all. 



* A particular kiitd of cap. 
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—but now to be ferious with you, my love. 
I do really wiftr to open yo»r eyes to your- 
felf, for I am very apprehenfive, that your 
mind dwells more upon this fubjeft, than 
will prove confiftent with your peace. Whe- 
ther your conjedure, or mine, be right in 
regard to Mr.. Stanville^. it is very evident 
that he has fome reafon, with which we are 
unacquainted, for avoiding you— and, there- 
fore, I with you not to let him engrofs your 
tbouglbts,. as of late he has appeared tp 
do.'^ 

*' And has he appeared to. engrofs my- 
thoughts ?'* I aifced with unfeigned fur- 
prife. 

" I fliouldL imagine yoiu* letters muft par- 
take fo much of the turn of your converfk- 
tion,. that I am tempted to refer to them for 
the proof of my aflertion ; look, back a few. 
pages of your journal to your brother, and if 
there be, two,, in. which Mr. Stanville is not 
in fome (hape or other introduced, I will foj> 
feit my claim to penetration in future.'* 

I did fo, Henry, and was confounded •^ 

" Good Heavens !'• I exclaimed, ** this ia^^ 
3L humiliatioa^indeed:!"— 
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^ I wiU not allow ytm to tbink it Co^^-joa 
know what one of jronr poets fiiys— » 

• A nuod saaftM^ mty cmrn a wdl^placad flame; 
' Not le^nngjb^t, bnt loving mami^ i$ OuumcJ 

It is your pcacct, and not your pridp, tkat I 
fee reaibn to be concerned for/^ . 

But furely^ my dear brother — ^fuseiy \ Ma- 
dame de &unval miftakes the nature of the 
intereit I take in Mr. StanviHe !: The mo- 
ment file left me, I endeavoured, fairly and 
calmly^ to inveftigate my owft feelings; and 
I would not be guilty ' of infincerity either 
to her or to» you. I candidly acknowledge^ 
that Mr. StanviHe appears to me quite unex- 
ceptionable, and certainly calculated to make 
any woman happy, whom he might prefer; 
yet, if he have reafons for (hunning me,^ I truft 
I (hall not find it fo very difficult to make 
myfclf eafy upon the fubjeft, particularly if 
I can dived: myfelf of the mortifyii^ idea of 
dilKke. 

Certainly, Madame de Sainval's judgment 
is likely to be more accurate and impartial 
than mine— *Mr. StanviHe afliiredly did feem 
to wilh to recall what fell from him at the 



MISS AIVERSDALB. 367 

card table— but after all» what was it? — a 
mere compliment to my perfon — it is not for 
an advantage fo trivial to make a lading im- 
preffion upon fuch a mind as Mr. Stanviile's* 
He has feen a thoufand handfomer women> 
and is flill free. 

His embarraflmenty p^haps^ only arofe 
from feeing, that he had put me out of coim* 
tenance, for I felt myfelf colour exceedingly 
—that would took as if he cared, though— 
I bewilder myfelf in vain conjeftures— but» 
upon the whole, I feel my mind rather more 
at eafe. 
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